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* the Lobel if Gil — neee 
5 Lorenza Sephora. 


Went then to Xelua, to carry 
| the good Samuel Simon the 
| A 1K three thouſand Ducats we had 
E228 ſtolen from him. I will free- 
y own, that I was tempted, 
Ion the Road, to make my ſelf Maſter 
F this Money, in order to begin my 
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tion, could (if they pleaſed) give Inſtances 


Count de Polan was no longer there, he 
was ſet out again for Toledo, with Juli 
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2 The HISTORY Book! 
Stewardſhip with good Fortune. I might 
have play'd this Trick without danger, 
had nothing to do but to take a Journ 
for five or ſix Days, and return afterward; 
as if T had perform'd my Commiſſion; neil 
ther Don Alpbonſo nor his Father would 
have ſuſpected my Integrity. However, 
did not yield to the Temptation; I cad 
even ſay, that I overcame it like a Mad 
of Honour; which was not a little com 
mendable in a young Fellow who had 
been uſed to the Company of great Rogues 
A great many, who converſe only with 
honeſt Men, are not ſo ſcrupulous ; thoſe 
eſpecially who have had ſuch Truſts com- 
mitted to their Charge, as might be for- 
feited without prejudice to their Reputa . 


hereof. Le 
Having thus reſtored the Money to the 
Merchant, who did not in the leaſt exped 


- = 


it, I return'd to the Caſtle of Leyva; the 


and Don Fernando. I found my new Ma- 
ſter more in Love than ever with $eraphinu,l 
Seraphina charm'd with him, and Don Cz-Þ 
far raviſh'd with the Enjoyment of them 
both. I made it my Study to get into the 
good Graces of ſo tender a Father, andi 
ſucceeded in it; I was made Steward l 

FO, | * 


Arp. x. of GIL BLAS. 3 
BS: Houſe, I directed all, I receiv'd the 
„Money of the Tenants, defray'd all the 
xpences of the Family, and had an ab- 
olute Authority of the Men Servants : 
SB ur I did not (as is uſual with Perſons of 
y Station) make an ill Ute of my Power. 
neither turn'd away ſuch Domeſticks as 
Jiſpleaſed me, nor requir'd others to be ab- 
Plutely at my Devotion; if they addreſs'd 
nemſelves directly either to Don Cæſar 
r his Son, to ask any Favour, I was fo 
far from oppoſing them, that I ſpoke in 
Ineir behalf. Beſides, the Marks which 
Iny Maſters gave me, every Hour, of their 
Affection, inſpir'd me with a Zeal for their 
Service. I conſulted only their Intereſt; 
here was no Legerdemain in my Manage- 
ent, in ſhort, I was ſuch a Steward as 
Fould not eaſily be met with. N 
Whilſt I was hugging my ſelf at my 
Food Fortune, Love, as if he had been 
aealous of what the blind Goddeſs did for 
Ine, was reſolv'd I ſhould alſo have ſome 
Favours to thank him for. Accordingly he 
-Snſpir'd Signiora Lorenza Sephora with a 
iolent Inclination for Monſieur Þ Inten- 
lant. My Conqueſt, to ſpeak the Truth 
Nike a faithful Hiſtorian, border'd upon 
Fifty ; nevertheleſs, a cool Air, an agree- 
able Face, and two fine Eyes, which ſhe 
knew admirably well how to uſe to the 
J i ome 
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beſt Advantage, might make it paſs for al 
Piece of good Fortune. I could only have 
wiſh'd her a little more Colour, for ſhe 
was very pale, which I did not fail aſcri- 
bing to her ſtrict Preſervation of her Ho- 
nour. . | . og | 2 
The good Dame Jured me on for ſome 
time, by Glances wherein her Love was 
expreſs'd viſibly enough; but inftead of 
anſwering her Ogles, I at firſt made as if IR 
did not underſtand her Drift: Hereby IR 
ſeem'd a mere Novice to her, at which ſhe 
was not diſpleas'd. Imagining therefore 
that the ought not to confine her ſelf to 
this dumb Language, with a young Fel- 
low whom ſhe did not think fo knowing 
as he was, the firſt Converfation we had 
together, ſhe declar'd her Sentiments to me 
in expreſs Terms, that I might no longer 
be ignorant of them. She went to work 
like a Woman who was Miſtreſs of her 
Art; ſhe pretended to be in Confuſion 
whilſt ſhe ſpoke to me, and after having 
fairly (aid whatever ſhe had to ſay, ſhe hid 
her Face, to make me believe ſhe was a- 
ſham'd of having diſcover'd her Weakneſs 
to me. I was forced to ſurrender, and 
(tho' Vanity had a greater Share therein 
than Inclination) I ſeerh'd very ſenſible of 
her Goodneſs. I even affected to be preſ- 
ſing, and acted the paſſionate Lover 5 
e Well, 


ö all, that J incurr'd her Reproaches. L. 
ave enza indeed reprimanded me, but with 


ſhe o much Mildneſs, that in adviſing me to 


-ri- have more Diſcretion, ſhe ſeem'd not an- 
Fry at my having fail'd in that Point. I 
Fight have carry'd things farther, if my 
Peloved Object had not fear'd I ſhould en- 
ertain a bad Opinion of her Virtue, if the 
Franted me too eaſy a Conqueſt. Thus we 
Partedetill a new Interview, Sephora. per- 
I uaded that her feigned Reſiſtance made 
Ine believe her a Veſtal, and I full of the 
bre leaſing Hope of putting ſoon an end to 
to This Adventure. | + 
Things were in this Poſture, when 4 
ng Footman of Don Cæſar's brought me 
Nes that moderated my Joy: This Fel- 
ow was one of thoſe curious Servants 
er Frho make it their Buſineſs. to find out all 
hat paſſes in the Houſe. As he made his 
er Court to me very diligently, and enter- 
tain'd me every Day with ſome Novelty, 
he came one Morning to tell me he had 
made a pleaſant Diſcovery, and that he 
would impart it to me, on condition 1 
would keep his Secret, ſeeing it concern'd. 
Signiora Lorenza, Whoſe Reſentment (as 
he ſaid) he apprehended; I had too much 
a mind to hear what he had to tell me, not 
to promiſe him Silence: However, with⸗ 
Y ou; ſeeming; in che leaſt mgy'd, | afk d 
3 R. 3. him 


6 The HrsTory Book I 
him with the greateſt Indi fference, what I 
the Diſcovery was which was ſo divert. P d 
ing. Lorenza (ſays he) introduces the Sur. 4 
geon of the Village ſecretly into her I 4 
ment every Night: He is a young Fellow 
very well made, and my Spark ftays there 3 
a conſiderable time. Not bur:I believe, 1 
(adds he, with a malicious Smile) that ai 
this may be done very innocently z bu 
you'll allow me, that a young Fetlow's 
ſliding ſecretly into a Woman's Chamber, 
will incline Folks to judge amiſs of her. 
Tho' this Information gave me as much 1 
Trouble as if I had been really in Love, 8 
I took care not to thew it, I even forced 
my ſelf to laugh at this News, which | 

| pierced me to the Soul; but I made my 
ſelf amends for this Conſtraint, as ſoon as} | 
I ſaw my ſelf without Witneſſes. I raged, #8 
I ſwore, and I conſider'd what Meaſures I 
ſhould take. Ar one time deſpiſing Lo- 
renza, I thought of leaving her, without 
deigning to come to an Eclairciſſement with 
the Coquet; at another time, -1magining MW 
my Honour concern'd in driving away the 
Surgeon, I propoſed calling him to an Ac- 
count: This laſt Reſolution prevail'd. I 
lay in Ambuſh that Evening, and accord- 
ingly ſaw my Gentleman enter with a 
myſterious Air into my Duenna's Apart- 
ment. There wanted but this to raiſe my 
Bs, F ury. 
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k ftp. 1. F GIL BLAS. 7 
Pury. I went out of the Caſtle, and 
erthhoſted my ſelf upon the Road by which 
Zur y Spark was to return. EF waited for 
art. im without ſtirring, and every Moment 
ou ncreaſed my Deſire of fighting with him: 
cre n ſhort, my Enemy appear'd, and I ad- 
ZFanced ſome Paces like a. Hector to meet 
Sim; but, I don't know how the Devil it 


* 
5 


Preſſion upon me. Nevertheleſs, out of 
Point of Honour, tho' I ſaw the Danger 
vith Eyes that magnify'd it; and, ſpite of 
my natural: Temper, which ſtrove obſti- 
gEnartely to deter me, I had the Courage ro 
advance towards the Surgeon, and to draw 
my Toledo. ä | 2 
. My Action ſurpriz'd him. What is the 
Matter (ſaid he) Signior Gil Blas? Why 
theſe Preparations 7 What, are you diſpos'd 
to be merry? No, Mr. Barber, anſwer'd- 
I, Iam in very good earneſt. I will know 
| whether you areas brave as gallant. Don't 
think that Pl leave you quiet Poſſeſſion of 
the good Graces of the Lady you come from: 


D-4 - viſiting. 
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viſiting at the Caſtle, By St. Coſino, (replied 
the Barber, burſting out into a Laughter) 
here is a pleaſant Adventure! Good God 
how deceitful are Appearances? At. theſe} 
Words, imagining that he had no greater} 
Stomach to fighting than my ſelf, I grew 
more inſolent. Don't talk to me at that 
Tate, Friend (ſaid I) don't talk to me at} 
that rate; don't think I'll be put off with 
your bare Denial of it. I fee plainly (re- 1 
plies he) that I ſhall be obliged to ſpeak, to 
prevent the Misfortune that may happen 
either to you or me. I am going then to 
reveal a Secret to you, tho' Perſons of our 
Profeſſion can't be too diſcreet. If Sig- 
niora Lorenza introduces me privately into 
her Chamber, tis to hide her Diſtemper 
from the Family; ſhe has an inveterate 
Cancer in her Back, which I go every 
Night to dreſs; that is the Cauſe of the 
Viſts whereat you are alarm'd; don't dil- 
turb your ſelf any more upon that account. 
But (continued he) if you are not- ſatisfied 
with this Diſcovery, - and are reſolv'd ab- 
ſolutely upon Fighting, you need only 
fay ſo, I am not a Man that will refuſe 
to give you Satisfaction. This ſaid, he 
drew his long Rapier, which made me 
tremble, and ſtood upon his Guard. Tis 
enough (anſwer'd I, putting up my Sword) 
I am not ſo brutal as not to hear Ga ; 
| : artcr 


Jap: I. of GIL BLAS.. * 
1 Laer what you have- told me, I am no 
Wonger yo your Enemy; let us embrace. At 
this Diſcourſe, he ſoon ſaw I was not ſo 
2A Enflexible as I ſeem'd at firſt; wherefore, 
putting up his Sword laughing, he ftretch'd-- 
out his Arms, and we Alter wards parted 
he beſt nend in che World. 5 


= 
LI 
3% 
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«il From that time, Ir never thought of 
uy Pep bora but with Diſguſt; and ayorded all 


Tue Opportunities ſhe' gave me of enter 


to b ning. her in private; which T did with fo 
en uch Care and Induſtry, That the perceiv'd 
to t. Being ſtruck with ſo great a Change, A 
ur he was refoly'd to know the Cauſe; 5 and 
g- finding at laſt a Way to Tone to me by 
to ny ſelf, Pray, Mr. Steward (ſays ſhe) be 
er pleas d to tell me Why you ſhun my Sight 
te 


e much? *Fis true, I made the firſt Ad- 
ances, but you made a ſuitable Return: 5 
| 1 et us call to mind, I beg you, the pri- 


eite Converſation we had together; you 
t. vas then all Fire, you are now all Snow ;*. 
4 Wo bat is the Meaning of all this? The 
12 ueſtion was ver nice for an ingenious 
y Man; and, indeed, it put me very much” 


o a Stand. I dest now remember What 

\nſwer I made the good Lady; but I re 
nember, twas as diſagreeable to her as 
doſſible. Tho' one would have taken Se- 


1) ora for a Lamb, by her mild and modeſt” 
; 0 ſhe was * Tiger when in a Paſſion. 
1 B. i | ** 


10 The HIisToRY Book l. 4 
I thought (ſaid ſhe, giving me a Look full 
of Spite and Rage) I thought I did a great 
deal of Honour to a ſorry Fellow, like 


you in diſcovering to him ſuch Sentiments, 
as ſeveral noble Cavaliers would think 


themſelves happy to have inſpired. I am 
puniſh'd as I deſerve, for ſtooping ſo low i 
as to a pitiful Adventurer. 14 1 
She did not ſtop, there; I ſhould have 
been too well off; but her Tongue, giving 


way to her Paſſion, loaded me with a thou- | 


ſand Epithets, one worſe than another. I 
_ ought to have bore them with Temper, and 
have reflected, that in diſdaining to triumph 


8 (1 a Vurue I had ſtagger 'd, I had com- 3 


mitted a Crime never te be forgiven by a 


Woman: But I was too fiery to fuffer ſuch 
abufive Language, (as a Man of Senſe, had 
he been in my place, weuld but have 


jaugh'd at) and my Patience was worn out. 
Madam (faid I) let us deſpiſe no body; if 
thoſe Cavaliers you mention'd had ſeen 
your Back, I am ſure their Curieſity would 
have been ſatisfied, they would have look'd MW 
no. farther. I had no ſooner made this 
ſtinging Return, than the furious Duenna Ml 
gave me the ſwinging'ſt Box on the Ear 
that ever was given by an enrag'd Woman. 
did not ſtay for a ſecond, but avoided, 
by a ſpe-dy Flight, a Shower of Blows 
that would have fallen upon me. 


por gong 2 — —— 2 — — 


e 


Lady had reveng'd her ſelf. I thought 


EFortnight relaps'd without my hearing any 


vas fick. I was good-natur'd enough to 


Wconquer a Paſſion 1o-H1 return'd, this un- 
fortunate Lover had fallen ill upon it. I 


: hap.T. of GH B LAS. 5 IE 
l thank'd Heav'n that I was got ſo well 
at pff of this falſe Step, and I imagir'd that * 
iad nothing more to fear, ſince the good 


Phat for her own Honour ſhe ought to 
onceal the Adventure. Aceordingly a a 


ore of it, and I had almoſt forgotten it 
ſelf, when I was inform'd that Sephora 


e concern'd at the News; I pity'd the 
Woman, imagining that not being able to 


epreſented to my ſelf, with ſome Sor- 
ow, that I was the Cauſe of her Diſtem- - 


hk. | ; 
hl per; and I at leaſt was griev'd for the 


ad Duenna, if I could not love her. How 
Was I miſtaken in my Judgement of her? 


3 


/ 


It. rler Love being now turn'd into Hatred, 
if ne was only contriving how to do me a 
en NMiſchief. E VO 1 

1 = One Morning as I was with Don l- 


him with Surprize:) Nevertheleſs, nothing 


pbonſo, 1 found that young Cavalier me- 
lancholy and thoughtful; 1 ask'd him re- 
ſpectfully what ail'd him. . I am: chagrin'd 
W(replied he) at finding: Seraphina weak, un- 
juſt, and ungrateful Dots: that aftonith <. 
you ? (continues he, obſerving that I heard 


is more true. I don't. know what Reaſon ©. 
„ vou 


2. 2 Wn AE, 
I at Pe RE. 
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_ ply with without Injuſtice and ene 2 ] 
But in ſhort, the is a Woman; ſhe ten- 


| where every thing promis'd me happy and | 


 far's. generous Son) let me alone to bring, 
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you have given the Duenna to hate you, 
bur I can aſſure you, that you are become * 
ſo hateful to her, that if you don't imme 

diately leave this Caſtle, the ſays her Death 
is inevitable. Vou need not doubt but, 4 
Seraphina, who has a Value for you, af 
firſt oppos d a Hatred ſhe could not com- 


derly loves Sephora, who has brought her 
up. This Governante is, at it were, a Mo- 
ther to her, and ſhe would think her ſelf} 1 
acceſſary to her Death, if ſhe did not 1a- 
tisfy her. As for me, as much as I love 
Seraphina, I ſhall never have that unmanl]y | 1 


Complaiſance to ſubſcribe to her Senti- 
ments therein: Rather let all the Daennas 


in Spain periſh, than I conſent to the Re- 


1 


moval of a Man, whom I rather look upon 4 
as a Brother, than a Domeſt ic. 
When Rs dab had thus ſpoken, I ſaid, 
My Lord, I was born to. be the Sport | 
F deen I had flatter' d my ſelf that ſhe 
would leave perſecuting me at your Houſe, 


quiet Days; however, I muſt reſolve upon 
being baniſh'd from it, whatever Pleaſure 
I find in it. No, no, (replied Don Cæ- 


Seraphing to Reaſon, it ſhall-never be ſaid. 
that you was facrific'd to the Caprices of a. 
Duenna, 


2 — 4 1 
6 L 
1) 

1 


ED, for whom People have had but too 
me huch Regard in other Reſpe&ts. You will 
nly exaſperate Seraphina, my Lord (ſaid I) 
h contradicting her; I had rather retire, 
an expoſe my felt by a longer Stay to 

He danger of fowing Diſſenſion between 
cha happy Couple; it would be a Misfor- 
ne which I ſhould never forgive my ſelf 
Don Apbonſa forbid my taking that Re- 
*SÞlution, and I found him ſo fully bent 
o- pon ſupporting me, that Lorenta would 
adoubtedly have miſs'd her Aim, if F 
Pould have ſtood out. Sometimes being 
Paqu'd againſt the Duca, I was tempted 
r 
at in revealing her Diſgrace, I ſhould 
b a poor Creature of 'whoſe Misfortunes 
y ſelf was the Cauſe, and whom two in- 
rable Diſtempers were vifibly hurrying 
the Grave, I had no longer any Refent-- 
ent againſt her, but only pity'd her. E. 
Nag'd that fince I was fo dangerous a 
Wortal, I ought in Conſcience to re- eſta- 

liſh Peace in the Caſtle oy my Abſence. 
his I did next Morning before Day, with- 

t taking leave of my two Maſters, for 
ar they ſhould out of their Friendſhip for 
mc oppoſe my Departure: I contented my 
If with leaving in writing in my Chamber 
a exact Account of my Stewardſhip. © 


* 0 4. * « „ 
C H. A P. 
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ow 107 Goa Wave 1/4 
What befel Gil Blas after his leaving 
the Caſtle of Ley va; and wit 
what good Fortune his unſucceſsful 
_ Amours. were: follow d. Ws 


IV... W upon a good Horſe o 


my own, and I had in my Cloke-Bag 
200 Piſtoles, beſt part whereof was taken 
from the Banditti that were kilbd, and the 
3000 Ducats that were ſtoln from Samut 
Simon; for Don Alphonſo had reſtored thi 
Sum entire out of his Pocket, without 
ſuffering: me to refund what I had finger'd, 
Wherefore looking upon my Effects as 
become my own lawful Property, I en 
Joy'd them without Scruple. I was Ma 
ſter then of a Stock which prevented my 
being anxious for the Future, beſides the 


Confidence Perſons of my Age always 


have in their own Merit, and which was 
more, I had an agreeable Ahlum at Toleds, 
L did. not at all doubt but the Count 4 
Polan would take a Pleaſure in giving 1 
handſome. Reception to. one of his- Deli- 


verers, and offering him a Lodging in hi 


Houſe. But I look'd upon this Noblema 
as my laſt Reſource, and I reſolv'd, before 


my going to him, to ſpend part of my 


od | | Money 


e 
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4 * oney in Travelling over the Kingdoms 
= Murcia and Grenada, which I had a par- 
ular Deſire ro ſee. With this Intent I 
ok the Road to Almanza, whence con- 
Puing my Journey I went from City to 
Wy till 1 came to Grenada, without meet 
Wo with any Adventure. It ſeem'd as if 
rtune, being ſatisfied with the Tricks 


ſe of e had play'd me, was at laſt willing to 
- BaokWaſe perſecuting me; but ſhe was pre- 
taken ring ſeveral others, as will be ſeen by 
d the e Sequel. | | 


2 One of the firſt Perfons I met in the 
:MMrects of. Erenada, was Don Fernando de 
ra, Son-in-law, as well as Don A- 
onſo, to the Count de Polan. We were 
oally ſurpriz'd at meeting each other 
ere. How (cries he out) Gi Blas, you 
the City ! what has brought you hither ?- 


d my ly Lord, (ſaid I) if you wonder at ſeeing 
s thelie in this Country, you will be more ſo, 


hen you know why I quitted the Service 
Don Cæſar and his Son. Then | told 


"oledo, Im all that had paſs'd between Sephora 
nt d me, without concealing any thing» 


em him. He laugh'd very heartily : Then 


Del owing ſerious, Friend, (ſaid he) I offer 
in hit be your Mediator in this- Affair, I will 
emal write to my Siſter- in- law. No, no, 
tor Lord, (aid I, interrupting him) I beg- 
f miu don't write, I did not leave the- Caſtle 


of 
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of Leyva, to return again fo ſoon; make 
if you pleaſe, another Uſe of the Kin dne 
you have for me. If any of your Ac 
quaintance wants a Secretary or Steward, 1 


would pray you to ſpeak to him in my Fai 
vour: I. dare venture to aſſure you. that 
he will not reproach you with helping hin 
to a bad Servant. With all my Heart 
(replied. he) I' do as you deſire me; I 
is ſick, E ſhall ſtay three Weeks longer, 

after which I ſhall ſet out for my Caſtle ati 
Lorqui, where I have left alia. I lodge 
at that Houſe, (continued he, ſhewing me 
2 Palace a little way off) come to me ini 
two or three Days, perhaps by that time 
J may have found you a convenient Poſt. 
Accordingly the firſt time I ſaw him, 
he ſaid, The Archbiſhop of Grenada, my] 
Friend and Relation, wants a young Man off 
ſome Learning, who writes a good Hand, 
to copy his Writings over fairly, for he is 
aà great Author. He has compos'd I don't. 
know how Many Homilies, as he conti- Wa 
nues to do every Day, which meet with 
great Applauſe. As I thought you a pro- Ine 
per Perſon, I propos'd you, and he has 
Name, you may judge by the Reception 
he gives you, whether I have ſpoken to 


your. Advantage Ain 
1 The 
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The Offer was as good as I could deſire; 
Br hcrefore having prepar'd my ſelf to ap- 
ear in the beſt manner poſſible before the 
relate, I went one Morning to the Arch» 
iſhop's. If I were to imitate the Makers 
f Romances, I ſhould make a pompous 
Peſcription of the Epiſcopal Palace of 
renada; I ſhould enlarge upon the Struc- 
ure of the Building, and extol the Rich- 
ess of the Furniture; I ſhould ſpeak of 
Wc Statues and Pictures therein, and (ſhould 
ot ſpare the Reader the leaſt of the Stories 


ze hey repreſented ; but I will reſt ſatisfied 

je ith ſaying that it equal'd the Palaces of 
in pur Kings in Magnificence. „ 
ae I found in the Apartments a number of 

t. ccleſiaſticks and Swordſmen, moſt part 

„ rhercof were his Grace's Officers, as 
haplains, Gentlemen, Maſters of the 
olf lorſe, or Yalets de Chambre. The Lay; 
dien bene all of them ſumptuous 
is Clothes, one ſhould rather have taken 
ut hem for Lords than Servants, They were 
i-Vaughty, and aim'd at being thought Men 
chf Importance. I could not forbear laugh- 


ng at them within my ſelf, Faith, (ſaid I) 


as heſe Fellows are very happy in bearing 
y he Yoke of Seryitude without feeling it, 
nher if they felt it, methinks they ſhould not 


e ſo ſtiff and proud. I addreſs d my ſelf 
o 4 grave fat Gentleman who ſtood at the 
| Archbiſho p's 


amongſt the Officers, who laid at once a 
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Archbiſhop's Cloſet Door, to open and 
fhut it according as was neceſſary. Lask ! 
him civilly if it was not poſſible to ſpeak 
with his Grace. Stay a little, (ſays he, with 
a ſtiff Air) his Grace is coming out to g 
to Mafs, he will give you a Moment's Au- 
dience en paſſant. I anſwer'd not a Word 
but arm'd my ſelf with Patience, and re. 
ſolv'd to enter into Converſation with 
ſome of his Officers; but they began to 
examine me from Head to Foot, without 
vouchſafing to anſwer me a Word, After 
which they look'd upon each other with | 
ſcornful Smile, at the Liberty I had taken 
in — into their Diſcourſe. _ 

I was (I oven) entirely confounded a 
ſeeing my ſelf fo treated by Valets. I had: 
not well recover'd my ſelf, when the Cloſet 
Door open'd, and the Archbiſhop appear'd. 
Immediately there was a profound Silence 


fide their inſolent Behaviour, to appear re: 


ſpe&ful before their Maſter. This Prelatq 
Was in his Goch Year, and was made al 0 
moſt like my Uncle the Canon Giles Perez, | 
that is to ſay thick and ſhort. He was be 
fides very bow-leg'd, and ſo bald, that bi © 
had only one Tuft of Hair left behind 
which oblig'd him to cover his Head witif © 


a fine Linen Cap with long Ears. In ſpit 
of all this I thought he had the Air of! 
; 1 LE ; | Malt 
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lan of Quality, undoubtedly becauſe I 
new him to be one. We Perſons of an in- 
rior Rank look upon great Men with a 
repoſſeſſion which often gives them an Air 
f Grandeur that Nature has denied them. 
W The Archbiſhop came up to me immedi- 
W:cly, and ask'd me, with a Voice full of 
ftneſs, what was my Buſineſs. I told him 
What I was the young Man of whom Don 
Fernando de Leyva had ſpoken ro him. He 
Wave me not Time to ſay any more, but 
ried out, What you are the Man whom he 
WF tol'd ſo much! I take you into my Ser- 
ice; you are a Perſon of Conſequence 
o me, you need only ſtay here. At theſe 
ords he went out leaning upon two 


x Pentlemen of the Horſe, after having 
given Audience to ſome Eecleſiaſticks who 
ad ſomething to impart to him. He was 
e ardly got out of the Chamber, but the 


ime Officers who had before diſdain'd my 


| onverſation, now ſought after it. They 
nnmediately ſurrounded me, ſhew'd me all 


anner of Civility, and expreſs'd their Joy 
t my being become one of the Archbiſhop's 
ouſhold. They had heard the Words 
Peir Maſter had ſpoken to me, and impa- 
ently deſired to know upon what footin 
was to be with him; bur I had the Ma- 


ul ce not to ſatisfy their Curioſity, to re- 
enge my ſelf for their Contempt. 
5 n= His 


p 


a 
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weigh every Word. At firſt he examin' di 


me ſee your Writing. 1 drew a Sheet ouff 


| (aid he) and yet more with your Wit; If 


8 y 
We, 
7 1 6 
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- His Grace was not long ere he return'd,| 
and call'd me into his Cloſer to diſcourſe 
me in private, I judg'd that he had a De -. 
ſign to try my Genius, wherefore I wall 
upon my guard, and prepar'd my ſelf toi: 


me in the learned Languages; I anſwer'di 
him very pertinently to his Queſtions, and 
he found that I was converſant with the 


Greek and Latin Authors. Then he tried 
me in Logic; twas what I expected; and 
he found me a perfect Maſter, Hereupon, 


prize) has not been neglected; now la 


of my Pocket which I had brought on 
purpoſe, wherewith the Prelate was not 
ill pleas'd. I am fatisfied with your Hand 


will thank my Nephew Don Ferdinand fol 
having procured me ſuch a pretty Servant Wir 
he has made me a valuable Preſgpt. Wh 

We were interrupted by the Arrival of 


ſome Noblemen of Grenada, who came h. 


to dine with the Archbiſhop. I left then fo 
together, and withdrew amongſt the Off oo 
cers, who overwhelm'd me then with iſc 
their Civilities. When it was time to dine fir 
I went to eat with them, and if they ob al! 
fery'd, me during our Repaſt, I was no loi 
behind-hand with them. What an outri. 
Ty 7 9 85 N wall | 
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ard Shew of Wiſdom was there in the 
el cclefiaſticks! they all feem'd to me like 
Nints, ſo great a Reſpe& I paid to the 
Place where I was. It never ſo much as 
ame into my Head that it might all be 


| 


dWounterfeit ; as if there were not Examples 
f the like amongſt the Fathers of the 
„ he 1 5 

I fat next an old Valet de Chambre 


nd Melchior de la Ronda, who took 
re to ſerve me with the beſt Bits. The 
=R coard he had for me, made me have 
hc ſame for him, and my Politeneſs 
Wharm'd him. - Signior Cavalier (ſaid he 
ftly after Dinner) 1 ſhould be glad ofa 
Wrivate Conyerſation with you; at the 
Wine time he led me into a retir'd Part of 
Wc Palace, where no body could over- 
ear us, and there he began this Diſcourſe. 
Ny Son, I have found in my ſelf an In- 
lination for you, from the farſt Moment 
Saw you I will give you a certain Proof 
it, by repoſing in you a Confidence 
ne hich will be of great Service-to you. 
ml ou are here ih a Houſe where the real 
f. od Men and the Hypocrites live pro- 
th iſcuouſly together; it would coſt you an 
1 finite Time to know what Ground you. 
b. alk upon, I am going to ſpare you ch, 
xi long and difagreeable Study, by diſco- 
ut ring to you both the one and the other. 
all "= 


22 The HISTORY Book 
By this means, you may eaſily know hof 
to behave your ſelf. | it 

I will begin (continued he) with lil 
Grace. He is a very pious Prelate, will 
is inceſſantly imploy'd in edifying the PcolW 
ple, and in inciting them to Virtue, bi 
non: full of excellent Morals, whici® 
he compoſes himſelf. He has abandon 
the Court theſe twenty Years, to give hin 
ſelf entirely up to the Zeal which he hf 
for his Flock, He is a Man of Learning 
and a great Orator; his whole Delight 

in Preaching, and his Audience are 1 
viſh'd when they hear him. Perhaps the 
may be ſome Vanity in his way of Acting 
but beſides its not being in the Power 
Men to penetrate the Heart, it would ye 
ill become me to ſcan the Faults of a Pei 
ſon whoſe Bread I cat. If I were allow'd 1 
reprehend any thing in my Maſter, I ſhoul 
blame his Severity; inſtead of having af 
Indulgence for the Weakneſſes of Eccl: 
Gaſticks, he puniſhes them with too muc 
Rigour. Above all, he perſecutes, with 
out Mercy, ſuch as, relying upon their Ir 
nocency, undertake to juſtify themſely 
legally, in Contempt of his Authority. 
find alſo another Fault in him, which 
has in common with many Perſons 4 
Quality: Altho' he loves his Domeſtich 
he has not any Regard to their Service 

; .»- Wo 


d he lets them grow old, without think- 
g of procuring them any Settlement. If 


WM ſometimes makes them a Preſent, they 
ly owe it to the Goodneſs of ſomebody 


at has ſpoken for them; of himſelf he 
Would never think of doing them the leaſt 
Wrvice. 5 VEG 

W This is what the old Valet de Chambre 
1d me of his Maſter. After this, he diſ- 
os'd to me his Thoughts of the Eccle- 
ſticks with whom we had dined. He 
inted them after a manner very different 
m their Countenances. He did not in- 
ed deſcribe them as diſhoneſt Perſons, 
t only as ſorry Prieſts: However, he 
cepted ſome, whoſe Virtue he extoll'd 
ry much. I was no longer at a loſs after 


, What manner to behave my ſelf. That 
ry Evening, at Supper, I provided my 
of, like them, with a grave Outſide, that 


dſts nothing; one need not wonder that 
Were are ſo many Hypocrites. +» __ 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Gil Blas becomes the Favourite of thi 


| Perſon through whoſe Means hit 


Supper to the Archbiſhop's, where I hall 
a very handfome Chamber, and a Down 


you find nothing in my Writings that 


Obſervations; and if I had, I am perſuaded 
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CHA p. II. | 
Archbiſhop of Grenada and th 


Favours are granted. 


things, and my Horſe from the Ink 
where I lodg'd; afterwards I return'd tl 


3 zeen after Dinner to fetch my | 


Bed. The next Day his Grace had nl 
call'd early in the Morning; twas to giv 
me a Homily to tranſcribe, but he order 
me to do it with the utmoſt Exactneſs. I didi 
not fail: I forgot neither Accent, nor Stop 
nor Comma; accordingly he expreſs'd a Joi 
thereat mingled with Sur prize. Good God 
(ſaid he in a Tranſport, when he had call 
his Eyes over'every Leaf of my Copy,) did 


one ever ſee any thing ſo correct? You ar. 


too good a Tranſcriber, not to be a Gram: 
marian. Speak freely to me, Friend, did 


ſhock'd you? Was there no Negligence in 
the Style, no improper Term? O, my 
Lord (replied I with a modeſt Air) I have 
not Underſtanding enough to make critical 


— a - | your 
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our Grace's Works would eſcape my 
Wcnſure. The Prelate ſmil'd at my An- 
er, and made no Reply; but he let me 
ec, through all his Piety, that he was not 
n Author for nothing. | 
I compleated my getting into his good 
Graces by this Flattery. 1 became dearer 
him from Day to Day; and I was in- 
Worm'd by Don Ferdinand, who came to 
He him very often, that he had ſuch a Value 
r me, that I might depend upon my For- 
ne's being made. This was confirm'd 
me a little after by my Maſter. himſelf, 
Ind on this, Occaſion; one Night in his 
loſet he repeated to me in a Rapture a 
Homily which he was to ſpeak the next 
Hay in the Cathedral. Not fatisfied with 
king me my Thoughts in general, he 
Pblig'd me to tell him what places had 
ouch'd me moſt. I had the good For- 
ane to name thoſe which he eſteem'd moſt 
imſelf, his favourite Pieces. By this I 
WPals'd in his Opinion for a Man who 
ad a delicate Taſte of the real Beauties 
ef a Work: This (cried he) is what is 


xalb'd having a Taſte and Judgment. Go, 
gg riend, T'll aſſure you you have not got 
1 B/7:2a5's Ears. In a word, he was ſo well 
it pleas'd with me, that he ſaid with a lively 
0 ir, Gil Blas, make your ſelf eaſy about 


your Fortune for the future, I will rake 
Vo L. III. "C- ue caro 
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care to render it perfectly agreeable to 
you; I love you, and to convince you off 
it, I will make you my Confident. 

I had no ſooner heard theſe Words, than 
J fell at his Grace's Feet, quite overcome 
with Acknowledgment; I embrac'd hiff 
bow'd Legs with all my Heart, and [ 
look'd upon my ſelf as a Man who was in 
a fair way to be rich. Yes, my Child ff 
(continues the Archbiſhop, whoſe Di- 
courſe had been interrupted by my Action 
I will intruſt you with my moſt ſecret 


Thoughts; liſten with Attention to what 


J am going to tell you: I take a Pleaſure 
in Preaching z the Lord bleſſes my Homi- 
lies; they ſtrike Sinners, make ttm re. 

turn to their Duty, and have recourſe to 
Repentance. I have the Satisfaction o 
ſeeing the Miſer, terrify'd with the Images 
I draw of his Covetouſneſs, open hi 


"MX 


Treaſures, and diſtribute them with a lavilſl 0 
Hand; of drawing a voluptuous Man fron > 


his Pleaſures; of filling Hermitages with 
ambitious Men; and of confirming in her 
Duty a Wife that has been . ſtagger'd by 
her deluding Lover. Theſe Converſions 
which are frequent, ought alone to in 
cite me to continue my Labours. Never 
theleſs, I will confels my Weakneſs to 
you; I propole another Reward to my 
elf, a Reward which the Delicacy oh mi 
Fi: irtue 
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Virtue reproaches me with in vain; tis 
the Regard which the World pays to fine 
poliſh'd Writings. The Honour of paſſing 
for a perfect Orator, has Charms worth 
my courting. My Works are thought 
equally expreſſive and delicate; but I would 
fain avoid the Fault of thoſe good Authors 
who write too long; and go off the Stage 
SE with all my Reputation unſully'd. b 


Therefore my dear Gil Blas (continues 
0 Wrhe Prelate) I require one thing of your 


Neal; whenever you find my Pen ſavours 
of old Age, when you find me flag, don't 
fail to apprize me of it. I don't truſt my 
ſelf in that reſpect, my Self-love might 
Wdeceive me; this Obſervation requires a 
diſintereſted Judgment; I make choice of 
yours, which I know to be good; I refer 
my ſelf to you. Thank Heaven, my Lord 
(replied I) you are yet at a great diſtance 
from that time; beſides, a Genius of your 
Grace's Stamp will preſerve it ſelf much _ 
better than any other; or, to ſpeak more 
Jjuſtly, you will be always the fame. 1 
look upon you like another Cardinal X;- 
nenes, whole ſuperior Genius, inſtead of 
decaying as he advanced in Years, ſeem'd 
to recover new Strength. No Flattery, 
Friend (ſaid he, interrupting me) I know 
may fink all at once. People at my 
Age begin to feel Infirmities, and the-In- 

5 C2 5 firmities 
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firmities of the Body impair the Mind. I 
repeat it once more, G Blas, as ſoon asf 
ever you ſhall judge my Senſes to be de- 
clining, give me immediate Notice of it; 
don't fear being too free and ſincere, I ſhall 
receive this Admonition as a Mark of your 
Affection for me. Beſides, your Intereſt | l 
concern'd therein; if unlnelah for you, I 
ſhould hear that they ſay in the City my 
Diſcourſes have no longer their uſual 
Energy, and that I ought to take my Reſt, 
I declare fairly to you, that you will loſe 
both my Friendſhip, and the Fortune If 
have promis'd you; this would be the] 
Fruits of your fooliſh Diſcretion. 

My. Patron ſtopp'd here, to hear my 
Anſwer, which was a Promiſe to do as he 
deſired. From that time he conceal'd no- 
thing from me, and I became his Favourite. | 
All the Domeſticks, except Melchior de la 
Ronda, could not perceive it without Envy. 
Twas a thing worth ſeeing to obſerve the 
manner in which the Gentlemen and Ma- 
ſters of the Horſe liv'd with his Grace's 

Confident. They were not aſham'd to 
cringe to get into my Favour; I could 
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hardly believe they were Spaniards. How- 0 
ever I did not fail to do them Services, 4 
without falling a Victim to their ſelfiſh be 
Civilities. The Archbiſhop, at my Defire, 


made uſc of his Intereſt for them, He got 
z 
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Ja Company for one, and put him in a way 
to make a Figure in the Army? He ſent 
another to Mexico, to take Poſſeſſion of a 
conſiderable Place which he procured him; 
and as for my Friend Melchior, I obtain'd 
a handſome Gratuity for him. I found by 
this, that if the Prelate did not prevent 
them in his Grants, at leaſt he ſeldom re- 

fuſed what was ask' d of him. 5 
But what J did for a Prieſt I think de- 
ſerves to be recounted. One Day our 
Steward brought me a certain Licentiate, 
whole Name was Lewis Garcias, a young 
Man of a very good Mien: Signior Gi“ 
Blas (ſaid he) this honeſt Eccleſiaſtick is 
one of my beſt Friends; he has been 
Chaplain to a Convent of Nuns, whence 
his Character has not eſcap'd Slander. In 
ſhort, they have blacken'd him ſo to his 
Grace, that he has ſuſpended him ; and un- 
fortunately he is ſo much prejudic'd againſt 
him, that he will not give Ear to any So- 
licitations in his Favour. We have in vain 
employ'd Perſons of the firſt Rank in 
Grenada to get him re- eſtabliſn'd; our 
Maſter is inflexible.  _ „ 
Gentlemen (replied I) here is an Af- 
fair very wrongly manag'd; they had 
better have ſpared their Solicitations for 
Mr. Licentiate; they have done him an ill 
Office, in endeavouring to ſerve him. I 
1 know 
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know his Grace; Intreaties and Recom- 
mendations only aggravate a Clergyman's i 
Fault in his Opinion. It is not long ſince IM 
heard him ſay, the more a Prieſt, who has 
been irregular, engages Perſons to intercede 
for him, the more it increaſes the Scandal, 
and J am the more inexorable. This is 
unfortunate (ſaid the Steward) and my 
Friend would be very much at a Nonplusf 
if he did not write a good Hand. Fortu - 
nately for him he writes to Perfection, and 
by that means he extricates himſelf from 
Trouble. I was deſirous to ſee whether 
his Writing, which was ſo much extoll'd,f 
was better than mine; whereupon Mr. Li. 
centiate, who had ſome about him, ſhew'dl 
it me, and I admir'd it; it ſeem'd to me : 
Copy of a great Maſter's. Upon viewing 
ſo fine a Hand, a Thought came into my 
Head; I begg'd Garcias to leave the Pape 
with me, telling him, it might be of ſome 
Service to him; that I would not explain 
my ſelf any farther then, but that next 
Day I would tell him more. The Licen- 
tiate (who undoubtedly had heard my Ge- 
nius very much cried up by the Steward) 
withdrew as well ſatisfied as if he had been 
already re- inſtated in his Function. 
I had indeed a mind he ſhould be ſo; 
and that very Day I attempted it, after the MW v 
following manner. Being alone with the ki 
ö | Archbiſhop, 
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n. archbiſhop, I ſhew'd him Garcias's Wri- 
ing; my Patron ſeem'd charm'd with it: 
When, taking hold of that Opportunity, 
| ſaid to him, My Lord, fince you will 
Wot ſuffer your Homilies to be printed, I 
Wcou'd at leaſt wiſh that they were written 
Wn ſuch a Hand as this. I am ſatisfied with 
Pour Writing, replied the Prelate, but I 
Wconfeſs that I ſhould not be ſorry to have 
Copy of my Works in this Hand. Your 
WGrace, anſwer'd I, need only ſpeak; the 


m WP crſon who writes ſo finely is a Licentiate 
er WWof my Acquaintance. He will be the 
more joyful at being ſo employ'd, becauſe 
. he will hope by that means to prevail up- 
on your Goodneſs to extricate him from 

i the Difficulties wherein he is at preſent 
g intanglecc. 
The Prelate ask'd what was the Licen- 
er tiate's Name. He is call'd Lewis Garcias, 
"16 


replied I; he is almoſt deſperate at having 
incurr'd your. Diſpleaſure. This Garcias, 
(ſaid he, interrupting me) if I am not miſ- 
taken, was Chaplain to a Nunnery; He 
is fall'n under the Cenſure of the Church; 
I remember the Repreſentations that have 
ni been made to me againſt him; his Behavi- 
our has not been very good. My-Lord 

5 (faid I, interrupting him in my turn) I 
won't undertake to juſtify him; but I 
e know he has Enemies. He pretends that 
| oY the 
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the Authors of the Accounts you have of 


him, have taken more pains to do him || 
Offices, than to repreſent the Truth. Tha 
may be (replied the Archbiſhop ;) there are 


Perſons in the World of a dangerous Ten 


per. Beſides, granting his Conduct has not 


been always irreproachable, he may hav 


repented, and in ſhort one ought to forgive 
all Offences: Bring the Licentiate to me, 
I rake off the Suſpenſion. 

Thus Perſons of the greateſt Severity 


will abate ſomething. of it, when *tis con 


trary to their dearer Intereſt : The Arch- 
biſhop willingly granted, for the vainPles 


ſure of having his Works well written 
what he had reſus'd to the Solicitations off 


Men of the firſt Rank. I immediately car- 
ried the News to the Steward, who in 


form'd his Friend Garcias of it. The next 
Day the Licentiate came to thank me pro- 


portionably to the Favour I had obtain'd 
him. I preſented him to my Maſter, who 
contented himſelf with giving him a light 


Reprimand, and gave him his Homilies to 


Write over fair. Garcias acquitted himſelf 
ſo well of his Commiſhon, that he was re- 


inſtated in his Miniftry ; and even obtain'd 
the Living of Gabia, a large Town in th 


Neighbourhood of Grenada. 
CHAP 
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HA Pp. IV. 


The Archbiſhop falls iuto an Apoplexy. 
| The Perplexity Gil Blas is in, and 
the manner he extricates himſelf. 


> n 


Z7HILST I was thus doing Service 
to one or another, Don Fernando de 
Leyva was preparing to leave Grenada. I 


went to viſit him before his Departure, to 
NS thank him a- new for the excellent Poſt he 
had procur'd me; I ſeem'd ſo well ſatisfy'd, 
i that he ſaid to me, My dear G Blas I am 
i glad you are ſo well pleas'd with my Uncle 
oi the Archbiſhop. I am charm'd with him 


(replied I) ſhe ſhows ſuch Goodneſs for me, 
that I can never ſufficiently acknowledge 
"oF it. Nothing elſe could have comforted me 


for being ſeparated from Don Czf/ar and 
5 his Son. I am perſuaded (ſaid he) that 
10 they are alſo both concern'd at having loſt 
bu you; but perhaps you are not ſeparated for 
0 ever; Fortune may one Day bring you 
l again together. I could not hear rhefe 
b/ Words without being moved; 1 figh'd, 


and I found at that Inſfant that I lov'd Don 

| Alphonſo ſo well, that I ſhould willingly 

have quitted the Archbiſhop and all nry 

fine Ex pectations, to return to the Caſtle 

of Leyva, if the Obſtacle that had remov'd 
CF on 
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me were taken away. Don Fernando per- 
ceiv'd the Trouble I was in, and took itÞ 
ſo kindly, that he embrac'd me, and told] 
me that the whole Family would always 
concern themſelves for my Welfare. 

Two Months after this Cavalier wal 
gone, whilſt I was in the height of my Fa- 
vour, we had a terrible Alarm at the 
Archiepiſcopal Palace: His Grace wal 
ſeiz'd with an Apoplexy. He was reliev'dli 
ſo ſpeedily, and ſuch ſovereign Remedies 
were applied, that in a few Days there 
was no more ſign of it. But his Head re- 
ceiv'd a terrible Shock; I obſerv'd it the 
firſt Sermon he compos'd. Nevertheleß 
the Difference was not ſo great between 
that and his other Works, as to enable me 
to conclude that the Orator flag'd. I waited 
yet for another Homily, to know better 
what I was to think. O! as for that, it} 
put it beyond Queſtion. At one time the 

ood Prelate tautologiz'd, at another he 
ſoar'd too high, or ſunk too low. *Twa 
a long-winded Oration, the Rhetorick of 
a worn- out School-maſter, a Capuchinade. 
I was not the only one who took no- 
tice of it; moſt part of the Auditors, (as 
if they likewiſe had been retained to exa - 
mine it) whiſper'd to each other, as he 
was. delivering it, This Sermon ſmells 
ſtrong of the Apoplexy. Hereupon I ſaid 
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to my ſelf, come Mr. Arbiter of the Ho- 
milies, prepare to do your Office, you fee 
my Lord flags, you ought to apprize him 
Jof it, not only as being his Confident, but 
Jalſo for fear ſome of his Friends ſhould be 


frank enough to prevent you therein. If 
„chat ſhould happen, you know what would 
ehbe your Fate, you will be blotted out of 


Whis Will, where without doubt there is a 
better Legacy for you, than the Library 
of the Licentiate Sedillo. 

Alfter theſe Reflections, I made others 
- guite contrary. The Part I was to act 


e ſeem'd to me very tickliſh. I judg'd that 
san Author, who was opinionated of his 
nWFown Works, might receive ſuch an Infor- 
e mation but coldly; but rejecting. this 


Thought, I repreſented to my ſelf that 
J'twas impoſſible he ſhould take it ill, after 
having exacted it of me after ſo preſſing a 
manner. Beſides this I rely'd upon my 
S ſpeaking to him with Addreſs, and thought 
Sto gild the Pill fo well as to make him 
ſwallow it. In ſhort, finding that I ran a 
greater Riſque in keeping Silence than in 

breaking it, I reſolv'd upon the latter. 
I was now only perplex'd about one 
„thing; I did not know how to break the 
e ice. Happily for me the Orator himſelf 
aſſiſted me at this plunge, by asking me 
d what the World ſaid of him, and if they 
1 were 
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were pleas'd with his laſt Diſcourſe. I re. 
plied that they always admir'd his Homilf 
lies; but that I thought the Hearers wer 
not ſo much affected with the laſt, as with 
the others. How Friend, (ſays he with 
ſome ſurprize) had they an * Ariftarchul 
_ amongft them? No, my Lord, anſwer'd 
J, no; ſuch Works as yours are not to bl 
criticiz'd; there was no Body but wha 
was charm'd with it. However ſince youll 
have charg'd me to be free and ſincere, I 
will take the Liberty to tell you that you 
laſt Diſcourſe does not ſeem to have tha 
Energy of the reft. Are not you of th 
ſame Opinion your ſelf? 
Theſe Words made my Maſter tur 
pale; he ſaid to me with a forc'd Smile 
What Mr. Gil Blas, this Piece then is noi 
to your Paſte? I don't ſay ſo Sir (inter fu 
rupted F, quite in a Confuſion) I think I 
excellent, tho' a little inferior to your othe G 
Works. I underſtand you (replied: he) C 
ſeem to flag, don't I? Speak the Word ſu 
out. You think it high time for me ti 
think of retiring. I ſhould not have bea 
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A great Critick. 


if 
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ny Boldneſs amiſs. God forbid (interrupted 
e with Precipitation) God forbid that L 


ſhould reproach you with it. I don't take 
ti ir at all ill that you tell me your Opinion, 
ti only think your Opinion erroneous. I 
have been prodigiouſly deceiy'd in your 


narrow Underſtanding. 2 
Tho? I was confounded, I would have 


Wound ſome Expedient to qualify Matters; 
but what way is there to pacify an exaſpe- 
rated Author? and more, an Author who 


is uſed to hear himſelf prais'd? Speak no 


more Friend, ſaid he, you are too young 


Myer to diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſhood. 


Know that 1 never compos'd a finer Ho- 
mily, than that which you don't approve 


of. My Underſtanding, thank Heav'n, has 
Jas yet loſt nothing of its Vigour. For the 
future, I will chooſe my Ccnfidents better; 


J will have thoſe who are abler Judges. 
Go (continues he, thruſting me out of the 
Cloſet by the Shoulders) go tell my Trea- 
furer to pay you an hundred Ducats; and 
Heaven direct you with that Sum. Fare- 
wel, Mr. Gi Blas, I with you all manner 
of Proſperity, with a little better Taſte. 


856 
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Fool as not to do it. I believ'd that th 
Money would not deprive me of the Right 4 


I kwWas relating it to him, I obſerv'd 


* 


iY 
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Nhat Courſe Gil Blas took after thi 
Archbiſhop difmiſi'd him. By what 
Accident be met the Licentiate whil 

was ſo much oblig'd to him; ani 
what Proofs of bis Gratitude hf 

gave him. | | 5 


F Went out of the Cloſet curſing the Cal 

price or rather Weakneſs of the Arch 
biſhop, being more enraged at him, than 
vex'd at loſing his Fayour. I was even 
ſome time in doubt whether I ſhould take} 
the hundred Ducats; but after having 
thought well upon it, I was not ſuch | 


to ridicule my Prelate, which I reſolv'd in 
my ſelf not to fail of, every time his Homi: 
lies ſhould be mention'd in my Preſence. We! 

I went then to the Treaſurer to demand is 


the hundred Ducats, without ſaying one he 
Mord to him of what had paſs'd between 
his Maſter and me. After this I look'd for 


Melchior de la Ronda, to take my eternal 
leave of him. He lov'd me too well not. 
to be ſenſible of my Misfortune. Whilſt ter 


that Grief made an Impreflion upon his 
. 55 
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ace. In ſpite of the Reſpe& he ow'd 
he Archbiſhop, he could not forbear blam- 
ng him; but as I iwore in my Paſſion to 
ake the Prelate pay for it, and to divert 


ne whole City at his Expence, the wile 
Melchior ſaid to me, Be rul'd by me dear 
1 Blas, rather ſtifle your Chagrin. Men 
„f an inferior Rank ought always to re- 


Wpcc Perſons of Quality, whatever Reaſon 
hey may have to complain of them. I 
rant that there are many weak Noblemen 
ho don't deſerve to have the leaſt Reſpe& 
aid them, but ſince *tis in their Power 
en o hurt us, we ought to fear them. 


en | 

ke I thank'd the old Valet de Chambre for 
nes good Advice, and promiſed to take it. 
After this he ſaid to me, If you go to Ma- 
rid, make a Viſit to my Nephew Fo/eph 
t Navarro. He is Clerk of the Kitchen to 
in Don Balthazer de Zuniga, and I dare ven- 
ni · ture to tell you that he is a young Man de- 
erving of your Friendſhip. He is free, 


Lively, officious, and willing to anticipare - 
you in his Services; I wiſh you may be 
acquainted together. I told him that 1 
would not fail going to fee Fo/eph Navar- 
5, as ſoon as ever I ſhould come to Ma- 
zot&rid, whither I thought of returning. Af- 
ter this, I left the Archbiſhop's, never to 
let Foot in it again. If I had then had my 
Horſe, perhaps I ſhould have gone directly 


tor 
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a Month at Grenada, and after that to off 
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pretty much like a Refectory, where te 
tertaining themſelves with each their litth 
made me regret the Table I had juſt loſ 


ſeem'd prefera 


with the Number of Diſhes that were 4 
each Meal, and arguing like the Dr. of 
Halladolid, Lſaid, A Miſchief on thoſe wh 
frequent ſuch pernicious: Fables, when 


againſt Senſuality, for fear of over · lo 


for Toledo; but I had ſold it during ti 
time of my Favour, thinking I had no fi 
ther need of it. I hired a ready furniſh 
Chamber, taking a Reſolution to ſtay y 


to the Count de Polan. | 
As it was almoſt Dinner-time, I ask 
my Landlady if there was never an Eating 
Houſe thereabouts. She anſwered that thei 
was an excellent one but two Steps fro 
her Houſe, where one was well ſerv' 
and a great many honeſt Gentlemen fr 
quented. I made her ſhew it me, and wi 
ſoon there. I entered into a great Hall 


or twelve Men were fitting at a long Tablf 
cover'd with a dirty Cloth, and were enf 


Meſs. They brought me mine, which 
another Time would undoubtedly han 


But I was then ſo nettled at the Archbiſhor 
that the F N at the Eating - Hou 

le to- the good Entertait 
ment I met with there. I found faul 


one mult be continually upon one's Guarl 
adi 
onc! 
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We's Stomach. How little ſoever one 
ats, is it not always ſufficient? I went on, 
d in my ill Humour prais'd thoſe: Apho- 


—_ then; 
S Whilft I was difpatching my Commons, 


Without fear of exceeding the Bounds of 
nd emperance, the Licentiate Lewis Gar- 
ne gs (become Curate of Gabia after the 


ro lanner before- mention' d) enter*d the Hall. 
be Minute he perceiv'd me, he came and 
uted me with an eager Air, or rather he 
Wave me all the Demonſtrations of a Man 


e claſp'd me in his Arms, and I was 
Worc'd to endure a tedious Compliment 
en pon the Service I had done him. He fa- 
Wigu'd me in ſhewing himſelf over-grate- 
ul, and placing himſelf by me, ſaid, Good 

od! my dear Patron, ſince my good For- 
une has brought us together, we won't 
part without drinking, Burt as there is no 
good Wine in this Houſe, I'll carry you, if 
you pleaſe, after our ſhort Commons, to a 
Place where I will treat you with a Bottle 
df the beſt Luceno, and with ſome exqui- 
ite Muſcadine of Foncarral: We muſt 


happy as to have your Company ſome Days 
t my Living at Gabia? You fhould be 
W-<cclv'd there like a generous Mzcenas, to 

whom 


What is ſurpriz'd with an exceſſive Joy. 


make. this Debauch, Why am not I ſo 


ſms which I had very much neglected 


— 
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whom I am indebted for the eaſy and qui 
Life I lead there. | 72 

W hilft he was thus talking, they brough 
him his Meſs and he ſet down to eating 
yer not without ſaying ſomething flatterin 
between whiles. I took that time to ſpe: 


in my Turn, and as he did not forget ti 


ask after his Friend. the Steward, I mad 
no Secret to him of my quitting the Arch 
bithop's. I told him even to the leaſt Cir 


cumſtances of my Diſgrace, which he | 
ſten'd to very attentively. After what h 


had been juſt ſaying to me; who wou 
not have expected to have found him oye! 
whelm'd with a grateful Concern , ani 


heard him exclaim againſt the Archbiſhop 
but *twas what he had no Thoughts on. H 
became cold and penſive, finiſh'd his Dinne 
without ſpeaking one Word, then rifin| 
haſtily, ſaluted me with a cool Air, an 


vaniſh'd. The ingrateful Wretch ſeein 
it no longer in my Power to ſerve hin 
would not ſo much as take the Trouble t 


conceal his Sentiments from me. I on) 


laugh'd at his Ingratitude, and looking up 
on him with all the Contempt he deſerv' 


I call'd after him in a Voice loud enoug 
to be heard, Holla, you diſcreet Mr. Chap 


lain to the Nunnery, go and cool the de 


licious Lucene Wine to which you hai 


C HA 


invited me. 


Kap. 67 GIL BLAS. 43 
ui | | 


J CHAP. VL 
8 + 107 AR 


i Blas goes 7⁰ ſee a Comedy at 
"of Grenada. How he was ſurpriz'd 


%% Sight of one of the Attreſſes, 
ad and what enſu'd. | 7 
cl 


ARCI AS was hardly out of the Hall, 
«3 when there enter'd two Cavaliers, very 
ell dreſs'd, who came and fat down by 
e. They began to diſcourſe of the Com- 
ny of Comedians at Grenada, and of a new 
omedy that was then acted. This Piece, 
cording to their Diſcourſe, made a great 
loiſe in the Town. I had an Inclination 
d go and ſee it that very Night. I had 
ver been at the Play-houſe ſince I came 
d Grenada. As I had almoſt always kept 
t the Archbiſhop's, where that Diverſion 
as excommunicated, I took care to de- 
rive my ſelf, of that Fleaſure. The Ho- 
ilies had made all my Amuſement. 

I went then at the uſual time to the 
lay-houſe, were I found a numerous Au- 
lence. I heard all around me buſied in 


of 

7 naking Remarks upon the Play before it 
e egan; and I obſerv'd that every Body pre- 
ended to criticize upon it. One declared 


umſelf for, another againſt it. Did you 
| e | ever 
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ever ſee a Piece better written? (ſays one o 
my Right). What a miſerable Style it! 
(cry'd another on my Left!) In Effect, i 
there are a great many bad Authors, it mu 
be confeſs'd there are yet more wretchel 
Criticks. And when I think on the Hard. 
ſhips the Dramatick Poets have to underg, 
I wonder any one has Courage enough to 
brave the Ignorance of the Multitude, and 
the dangerous Cenſure of the Half-W irs 
who ſometimes corrupt the Taſte of th: 
Publick. ; 5605 1 
In ſhort, the Gracio/o appear'd to open the 
Scene, and was receiv'd with a general Clap 
ping of Hands; which made me know that: 
e was one of thoſe ſpoil'd Actors whom 
the Pit forgives every thing. In effech 
this Comedian did not ſpeak a Word, nor 
make a Motion but what was applauded. 
They let him ſee too plain the Pleaſurfj 
they took in his Appearance; accordinglyſpr 
he abus'd it. I perceiy'd that he forgot 
himſelf ſometimes upon the Stage, and 
put their Prepoſſeſſion in his Favour to toe. 
great a Frial. If they had hiſs'd him in 
ſtead of extolling him, they would often 
have done him but Juſtice. | 
They clapp'd their Hands alſo at th 
Sight of ſome other Actors, and particu: 
larly an Actreſs who play'd the Part of 
Servant. I fix'd my Eyes upon her, _ no 
1 erm 
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oerms can expreſs my Surprize, when I 

pund her to be Laura, my dear Laura, 
hom I thought ſtill at Madrid with Arſenia. 
could not doubt of its being her. Her 
hape, her Features, the Tone of her Voice, 
aſſur'd me I was not miſtaken. How- 
er, as if I had been diffident of my Eyes 
d Ears, I ask'd her Name of a Cavalier 
at fat by me. Ha, ſays he, what Coun- 
y come you from? You muſt certainly 
e but newly arriv'd, fince you don't 
now the fair Effella. . 

The Likeneſs was too great for me to 
e deceiv'd therein. I eaſily comprehended 
hat Laura, in altering her Condition, had 
Ho chang'd her Name; and being curious 
p know her Affairs (for the Publick is ne- 
r ignorant of thoſe of the Players) I en- 
uir'd of the ſame Perſon if this Eftella 
ad any Lover of Conſequence: He in- 
drm'd me that a great Portugueſe Noble- 
an, call'd the Marquis de Marialva, who 
as at Grenada, had for two Months paſt 

dent a great deal of Money upon her. 

e would have told me more, if I had not 

en afraid of tiring him with Queſtions. 

was more taken up with the News this 

zentleman had told me, than with the Co- 

cu · Medy; and had any one ask'd me the Sub- 

C& of the Play, I ſhould have been puzzled 

Ir an Anſwer. I did nothing but muſe 

bs 
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upon Laura and Eſtella, and I reſolv'd ui 
on going to ſee that Actreſs next Morning 
I was not without Apprehenſions abo 
what Reception ſhe would give me; 1 ha 
Reaſon to think my Sight would not 
very agreeable, in the ſplendid State where! 
in her Affairs then were: I even imaging 
that ſuch a good Actreſs, in Revenge to 
Man with whom certainly ſhe had ſom 
Reaſon to be diſſatisfy'd, might preten 
not to know him. All this did not diſcoulif{* 
rage me; for having made a ſlender Suppl 
ſthey made no others at my Eating-Houl* 
I went home to my Chamber, very imp! 
"vient for the next ͤ ht: 
l I ſlept but little that Night, and got will 
at Break of Day. But as I imagin'd tif 
Miſtreſs of a great Nobleman would no 

be ſeen ſo early in the Morning. I ſpenfſ® 
three or four Hours in Dreſſing, Shaving”! 
Powdering, and Perfuming my ſelf. IF 
was willing to appear before her in a Conf 


dition. which need not make her bluſh FF 
ſee me again. I went out about ten o'Clockſ* 
going directly to her, after having en 3 
| 


quir'd her Lodging at the Play-houſe. Sh 
lodg'd in a large Houſe, where ſhe had thiſ®” 
firſt Floor. I told a Chamber-maid wht 
came to open the Door, that I was a your 
Man that wanted to ſpeak with the Lad) 
Eſtella. The Chamber-maid went in 


cal 


hap. 6. of GIL BLAS. 47 
zrry the Meſſage, to which I heard her 
iſtreſs immediately anſwer with a loud 
foice, who is the young Man? What does 
e want with me? Let him come in. 
I judg'd thereby that I had taken an im- 
roper Time; that her Portugueſe Lover 
Was at her Toilet; and that ſhe only ſpoke 
loud, to convince him that ſhe was not 
Woman who would receive ſuſpicious 
eſſages. My Thoughts were true, the 
arquis de Marialva ſpent almoſt every 
lorning with her. I expected a coarſe 
Wonpliment, when this Original of an 
ctreſs, ſeeing me appear, ran to me with 
pen Arms, crying, 4h, my dear Brother, 
it you that I fee? At which Words ſhe 
unbrac'd me ſeveral times. Then turning 
the Portugueſe Nobleman, ſhe ſaid, 
ardon me, my Lord, if in your Preſence 
yield to the Force of Nature; I can't ſee 
Brother, whom I tenderly love, after 
ree Years Abſence, without giving him 
ne Proofs of my Affection. Well, my 
ear Gi] Blas (continued the, addreſſing 
er ſelf again to me) tell me ſome News 
Shi our Family; in what Condition have 
thou left them? | : | 
This Diſcourſe perplexed me at firſt ; 
Yut J ſoon diſcover'd Laura's Deſign, and 


un . 
* conding her Artifice, I anſwer'd with an 
ir ſuitable to the Farce we were both 


ATT | Song 
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going to play, Thank Heaven, Siſter, ou 
Parents are in good Health. I don't doub 
(replied ſhe) but you are ſurpriz'd at ſeein 
me an Actreſs at Grenada; but don't co 
demn me without hearing? You know t 
three Years ſince my Father thought h 
had ſettled me very advantageouſly i 
giving me to Captain Don Antonio Cel 
who carried me from Aſturia to Madri 
where he was born. Six Months after w 
were arrived there, he fought a Due 
which he brought upon himſelf by his vic 
lent Humour. He kill'd a Cavalier, wh 
thought fit to take a Fancy to me: 'Th 
Cavalier was related to ſome Perſons 0 
Quality, who had a great deal of Credi 
My Husband having none, made his Eſcap 
into Catalonia, with all the Jewels an 
ready Money that was in the Houſe. bw 
_embark'd at Barcelona, went over into Ita 
and entering into the Venetian Service, hal 
at laſt his Life in the Morea, fighting again 
the Turks. During this, an Eſtate, tht 
only one we had to truſt to, was confi 
cated, and I became one of the pooreſt M 
Widows. What ſhould I do in ſuch a 
Extremity? There was no way fop me l 
return into Aſturia; beſides, what ſhould; 
have done there? All the Comfort I ſhoul 
have receiv'd from my Family would ha 
been Condoleances, On the other hand, 


7 5 hal 


ad been too well brought up, to be capa- 


ourſe then ſhould I reſolve on? I turn'd 
W\ctreſs to preſerve my Reputation. 

had ſo great an Inclination to laugh, 
hen I heard Laura end her Romance 


ifle it: However, I did conquer my felt, 
nd faid, with a grave Tone, Siſter I ap- 
drove of your Conduct, and I am glad to 
Wind you o well ſettled at Grenada, 
The Marquis de Marialva, who had not 
oſt a Word of this Diſcourſe, took every 
ing that Don Antonio's Widow was plea- 
d to ſay for Goſpel. He even made one 
n the Dialogue. He ask'd me if I had any 
mployment at Grenada, or elſewhere. I 
as a Minute in doubt whether I ſhould 


ary, I ſpoke the Truth. I told him ſuc- 
inctly how I was hir'd at the Archbiſhop's, 


Ycrted the Portugueſe Nobleman infinitely. 
is true, in ſpite of my Promiſe to Mel- 
Wor, I did rally a little at the Archbiſhop's 
W-xpcnce. What was pleafänteſt in.it was, 
Wat Laura, imagining that I compos'd a 
Wable after her Example, burſt out into 


ave done, 


7 


Wc Truth. 


ad Toe Known.-thay 1 looks 
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Nie of falling into Debauchery. What 


hus, that *twas no ſmall Trouble to me to 


ell him a Lye, but not thinking that neceſ- 


Ind how I came to be diſmiſs'd, which di- 


its of Laughter, which ſhe. would not 


F — CO OOO 
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Having finiſh'd my Recital, by telling 
where 1 had hired a Chamber, they came 
to bring Word that Dinner was ready; 
wherefore I would immediately have with-W 
drawn to my Eating-Houſe, but Laura ſtopti 
me. What do you mean, Brother? (fail 
ſhe;) You ſhall dine with me; I won't 
even ſuffer you to lodge any longer in a rea. 
dy- furniſn'd Chamber, I intend you ſhallf 
cat at my Houſe, and that you ſhall lie here. 
Order your Things to be brought hither 
to-night; here is a Bed for you. 85 
At this the Portugueſe, who perhaps wal 
not pleas'd with this Hoſpitality, reſum 
the Speech, and ſaid to Laura: No, Estelle 
you are not lodg'd commodiouſly enough 
to give any one a Reception with you 
Your Brother (continues he) ſeems to me 
a pretty Fellow; and the Advantage ht 
Has of being related to you, makes me con 
cern my ſelf for his Welfare. I will rak 
him into my Service; he ſhall be my fi 
vourite Secretary. I will make him m 
Confident; let him not fail of coming thi 
Night to my Houſe, I will order a Lodg 
ing for him, I will give him four hundrd 
Ducats a Year Salary; and if in the endl 
have Reaſon (as I hope I ſhall) to be ati 
857 with him, I will put him into a Co 
dition not to repent of his having been to 
Gncere with the Archbiſhop. 11 
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The Thanks I return'd thereupon to the 
Marquis, were follow'd by thoſe of Lau- 
g, which ſurpaſs'd mine. Say no more of 
t (interrupted he) 'tis a done thing. This 
Haid, he ſaluted his Theatrical Princeſs, 
Ind went out. She immediately made me 
go into a Cloſet, where ſeeing her felf 
Nong with me, I ſhall burſt (ſhe cry'd) if 
any longer reſiſt the Inclination I have to 
Hugh. Then throwing her ſelf into an El- 
Sow-Chair, and holding her Sides, She 
ave her ſelf up like a Fool to immoderate 
Taughter. Twas impoſſible for me not to 
n ollow her Example, and when we had 
had our Fill, Confeſs Gi Blas (ſaid ſne) 
g hat we have juſt play'd a pleaſant Farce; 
ouf hut I did not expect ſuch a Cataſtrophe, I 
monly defign'd to ſecure you a Table, and 
va Lodging in my Houſe ; and 'twas in 
onWrder ro offer you them with Decency, 
aiWhat I made you paſs for my Brother: 
 f{aſWlowever, I am overjoy'd that Chance has 
mſſWreterr'd you to ſo good a Poſt. The 
th larquis de Marialva is a generous Noble- 
>0pFan, who will do yet more for you than 
aroaie has promis'd. Any other than my ſelf 
ndontinued ſhe) would not perhaps have 
atieceived a Man ſo graciouſly, who leaves 
ons Friends without taking Leave of them: 
1 [008Vut I am one of thoſe good-natur'd Girls 
{7 OS © Who 
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who are always glad to ſee again a 08 1 
they have once lov'd. 
I honeſtly confeſs'd my Incivility, arch I 
_-ask*d her Pardon; after which ſhe ct 
ted me into a very handſome. Dining 
Room. We ſat down to Table; and as ) 
Chamber- maid and a Footman waited upoſ 
us, we call'd each other Brother and Si 
ter. When we had din'd, we went again 1 . 
into the ſame Cloſet, where we had en 4 
tertain'd each other before. There my in 
comparable Laura, giving herſelf up to al 
her natural Gaiety, ask'd me an Accouniſfi i 
of all that had happen'd ſince our Sepau 
tion. I made her a faithful Recital; an 
when I had fatisfy'd her Curioſity, ſhe like 
wiſe comply'd with mine, by recountim be 
to me eV Hiſtory, in the 6 following Term 


5 LN uk ® 
.I. 17 
The Ht ftory of Laura. uſe 


T A M g going to relate, as faccinfilyi 
poſſible, by what Chance 1 became Num 
Comedian. 
After you had left me ſo itchy, ſeverients 
conſiderable ae ved befel us. Ms 
Miſtreſs Arſenia, being more fatigu'd witl 


the World than — ed with it, 1 0 
un 
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Ine Theatre, and carried me with her to a. 
ne Eſtate ſhe had purchas'd near Zamora, 
With the Money of Foreigners. We ſoon. 

ad ſeveral Acquaintance in that City, whi- 
her we went very often, and ſpent a Day 
r two, after which we return'd and ſhut. 
Pur ſelves up in our Caſtle. | 
In one of theſe little Journeys, Don Fe- 
ax Maldonada, only Son to the Corregidor 
en f Zamora, had a fight of me by chance, 
in ind I had the Luck to pleaſe him. He 
Pught an Opportunity of ſpeaking. to me 
Fithour Witneſs, and, not to conceal any 
ing from you, I contributed a little to 
is finding one. This Cavalier was but 
wenty Years old : He was as handſome as. 
he God of Love, perfectly well ſnap'd, 
d yet more inviting in his gallant and ge- 
erous Behaviour than in his Perſon. He 
offer d me a large Brilliant he had upon 
is Finger with ſuch a good Grace, and 
much Importunity, that I could not ex- 


uſe my ſelf from accepting it. I had not 
uch Joy in having ſo amiable a Gallant. 
Put what Impudence is it in Girls of my 
e Jumble Condition, to engage in an Affair 
vith young Men of Quality, whoſe Pa- 
ents are in power. The Corregidor, who. 
vas the moſt ſevere even of any in that Poſt, 
being inform'd of our Intelligence, made 
ite to prevent the Conſequences: He had 
| 83 * 
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to the Hoſpital de la Pitic. 


ed even the Minutes) my Fortune ſeem'l 
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Fs. 
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me carried off by a Company of Alzuazil, = 
who, in ſpite of my Tears, conducted mi 


There, without any other Form of Pro 


ceſs, the Superior made me take off mi 


Ring and Clothes, and dreſs'd me in i 
long Gown of grey Serge, girt about thi! 
middle by a large black Leather Thong 
from whence a Roſary with large Bead 
hung down to my Heels. After this they” 
led me into a Hall, where I found an old 
Friar, of I don't know what Order, wu 
began to preach Repentance to me, al moi 


as Dame Leonarda exhorted you to Patif b. 
ence in the Cave. He told me that I wal = 


very much oblig'd to the Perſons who hat 
confin'd me; that they had done me * 
great Service in 3 me out of th 
Snares of the Devil. I'll confeſs my Inj 
gratitude freely; far from thinking my ſe 
indebted to thoſe who had done me that 
Kindneſs, I loaded them with Imprecations. 

I ſpent eight Days in giving my ſelf up 
to Deſpair; but on the ninth (for I count hi 


inclinable to change. As I was crofling 1 
little Court, I met with the Steward of th Je 
Houſe, a Perſon to whom every thing ws 
in Subjection; the Superior her ſelf wa 
forc'd to obey him; he only gave ai 
Account of his Stewardſhip to the _— 
LIP 1 7 
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„or, on whom alone he depended, and who 
m Fepos'd an intire Confidence in him. His. 
Name was Pedro Zendono, born at the 


10, own of Sal/edon in Biſcay. Imagine to 


our ſelf a tall, pale, meagre Man; one 
| who might ſerve for a Model whereby to 
raw the good Thief: He hardly ſeem'd to 


10 Make any Notice of the Siſters; you never 
aw ſo hypocritical a Face, not tho' you: 
en have liv'd at the Archbiſhop's. 5 
% met then (continued ſhe) Signior Zen- 
1889029, who ſtopp'd me with theſe Words: 
omfort your ſelf, Child, I am touch'd 
with your Misfortunes. He ſaid no more, 
but went on his way, leaving me to make 
vhat Comments I pleas'd upon a Text ſo 
Laconick. As I believ'd him an honeſt _. 
Man, I thought ingenuouſly that he had 
taken the Pains to examine into the Cauſe 
of my Confinement; and that not anon. 

me culpable enough to deſerve being treated 

with ſo much Indignity, he was willing to 
do me ſome Service with the Corregidor. 
I did not know the Biſcayner well enough; 
of his Intentions were quite different; he was 
forming in his Head a Deſign to: take a. 
e Journey, which be imparted to me a few 
Days after, My dear Laura (ſaid he) I 
am ſo ſenſible of your Sufferings, . that I 
am reſolved to put an end to them. I am 
it ignorant that'tis ruining my ſelf, but I 


4 


) 
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am no longer my own Maſter. I intend 
to-morrow to leafs you from your Pri 
fon, and conduct you my ſelf ro Madril;l 
I will ſacrifice all 8 the Pleaſure of being N 

„our Deliverer. ; þ 

I thought I ſhould have fwooned for Jojl 1 

at theſe Words of Zendono; who judging. 

by my Thank fulneſs that I deſired no ber l 
ter than to make my Eſcape, had the Aſſu-· 
Tance to carry me off the next Day, in the 


face of the Sun, after the manner follow- 
ing. He told the Superior that he had Or- 
ders to carry me to the Corregidor, who 4 
was at a Country-Seat two Leagues from 
the City; and-he made me impudently get - 
with him into a Poſt-Chaife, drawn by 
two good Mules, which he had bought on 
purpoſe. All our Attendants were only, 
one Servant who drove the Chaiſe, and was 
entirely devoted to the Steward. We be- 2 


gan then to travel, not towards Madrid, c 
as I had imagined, but towards the Fron- | 
tiers of Portugal, where we got in lels 
time than the Corregidor of Zamora cou'd 50 
be inform'd of our Flight, and fend his IM" 


Blood-hounds to trace us. 5 
Before we enter'd Braganza, the Biſcay- c 
ner made me dreſs my ſelf in a Cavalier's 10 


Habit, which he had the Precaution to hi 
bring with him; and thinking me already N 
engag d with him, he 1 thus to me, *. 
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ie Inn, where we were going to lodge: 
air Laura, don't take it ill of me that 1 
„have brought you into Portugal; the Cor- 
gidor of Zamora will purſue us in our 
on Country, like two Criminals to 
{bom Syain ought to afford no Refuge :. 
Hut (continu'd he) we may be ſecure-ſrom- 
is Reſentment in this foreign Kingdom, 


1 itho' it be now ſubjected to the Spaniſh 
Wy Povernment. At leaſt we fnall be more 


In ſafety there, than in our own Country: 
Follow a Man who adores you: Let us 
o and ſettle at Commbra: There E will get 
to be a Spy to the Hbly Office; and 
Winder Coyert of that formidable Tribunal, 
7e ſhall paſs our Days in the quiet Enjoy-- 
Tent of all manner of Pleaſures 
So brisk a Propoſal gave me to under- 
and that I had to do with a Knight-Er-- 
ant, who did not care to ſerve as a Guide 


„ diltreſs'd Damſels, only for the Glory 
„ef Chivalry. I found that he depended 
Hrightily upon my Gratitude, and yet more 
d upon my Misfortunes. However, tho? 
both theſe Things ſpoke in his Favour, I 


rejected his Offer with Diſdain. *Tis true 
I had on my fide two very ſtrong Reaſons. 
for ſerming ſo reſerwd; I found in my 
ſelf no liking to him, and I did not believe 
him rich: Bur upon his making a ſecond 
Attack, and proftering firſt to marry me, 
= — a together 
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together with his ſhowing me that hi 
Stewardſhip had conſiderably enrich'd hin 
I won't deny but I began to hearken ti 
him. I was dazzled with the Gold ang 
Jewels which he diſplay'd before me; ani 
I experienc'd that Intereſt cou'd mak 
Metamorphoſes, as well as Love. My 
Biſcayner by little and little became ano 
ther Man in my Eyes. His lean long 
Sides were turn'd to a fine Shape; his pal: 
Phiz ſeem'd of a lovely white; and | 
even put a favourable Conſtruction upoi 
his hypocritical Air. I then accepted d 
his Hand without Repugnance, befon 
Heav'n which he took to witneſs. our En. 
gagement. After this he no longer mt 
with any Contradiction from me; ve ſ 
forward again on our Journey; and Coin 
Era ſoon receiv'd a new Family within itt 
—_— EL 3 

My Husband bought me ſeveral: hand- 
tome ſuits of Clothes, and preſented me 
wath divers. Diamonds, among which 
again knew that of Don Felix Maldonadi. 
This was enough for me to gueſs whence 
came all. the Jewels I had ſeen, and to per- 
ſuade me that I had not marry'd a rigid 
Obſerver of the ſeventh Article of the De- ay 
calogue. But looking upon. my ſelf alt, 
the firſt Cauſe of his Legerdemain, I for- h. 
_ gave it him. A Woman excuſes crea. tf 


+ 
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1 Occaſions. which are occaſioned by her 
Beauty. Without that, what a wicked 
Wretch would he have ſeem'd to me! 
l was very well ſatisfy'd with him for: 
wo or three Months; his Behaviour was 
ways gallant, and he ſeem'd to love me 
Wcnderly : Nevertheleſs the Marks he gave 
e of his Affection, were but falſe Ap- 
Dearancesz . the Villain trick'd. me. One 
orning, at my return from : Maſs, I. 
ound nothing at home but the bare Walls. 
he Goods even to my Clothes had been 
Will carried off. Zendono and his faithful 
Servant, had taken their Meaſures ſo well 
hat the Houſe was entirely ſtrip'd in leſs - 
than an Hour: Inſomuch that I ſaw my 
ſelf (with only the Clothes I had on, and 
Don Felix's Ring, which I luckily wore on 
my Finger) abandon'd by an ungrateful 
Wretch, like another Ariadne. But I'll: 


* , -y b, - 2 
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making Elegies upon my Misfortune- I. 
rather thank'd Heav'n for having deliver'd 
me from a Miſcreant who cou'd not fail, 
ſooner or later, of falling into the Hands 
Wot Juſtice. Ilook'd upon the time we had 

liv'd together, fo much time loſt; which 
ſould not be long in recovering. If. I 
would have ſtaid in Portugal, and ſettled 
with ſome Woman of Quality, I mighe 
have found ſeveral; but whether... 'twas 


— 


aſſure you. F did not amuſe my ſelf * © 4 


Spaniſh. Lady, who was going to Sevim 


racter. One might yet judge, by her Fea: 
tures, and the Livelineſs of her Eyes, tha 


cordingly ſhe had been Widow to ſeveral 
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the Love to my Country, or whether 
was drawn by the Influence of my Stars 
which were preparing me a better Fortune 
there, my Mind ran only upon returning 
into Spain. I addreſs'd my ſelf to a Jew 
eller, who paid me down the Value of my 
Ring in Gold; and I ſet out with an old 


is Calath. - - 

This Lady, whoſe: Name was Dorothea, 
had. been to viſit one of her Relations who 
was ſettled at Coimbra, and was returning 
to: Seville, where ſhe reſided. There wa 
ſuch a Sympathy between us, that we too 
a Fancy to each other the very firſt Day' 
Journey; and our Friendſhip: increas'd ſo 
much upon the Road, that, at our Arrival, 
ſhe would not ſuffer me to lodge any when 
but at her Houſe. I had no Reaſon to 
repent of having got ſuch an Acquaintance; 
I never knew a Woman of a better Cha. 


ſhe had caus'd a great many Seranades. Ac- 


Men of Quality, and liv'd honourably up- 
on her Jointures. bh :; 
Amongſt other excellent Qualities, ſhe 
was very ſenfible- of the Misfortunes off £- 
young Women. When 1 made her - 1 
$ 
ſo; 
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o heartily, that ſhe beſtow'd a thouſand 
Frecrations upon Zendono. T hoſe Rogues 
f Men! (faid ſhe, in a Tone that made 
Ine judge ſhe had met ſome Steward of a 
Nunnery in her way,) Thoſe Wretches! 
here are in the World juſt ſuch a ſer of 
WV iltains, who make a Jeſt of ruining Wo- 
nen. What comforts me (my Dear, con- 
inu'd ſhe) is that by your Account, you 
hre no Ways tied to the Perjur'd Biſcay- 
er. If your Marriage with him is good 
nough to ſerve you for an Excuſe, to 
ake amends, it is alſo bad enough to al- 
{Wow you to contract a better, when Occa- 
Gon. offers, „ | 
went every Day either to Church with 
Dorothea, or elſe a viſiting, which was the 
way to meet ſoon with ſome Adventure. 
I drew the Eyes of ſeveral Cavaliers, and 
ei there were ſome who were willing to 
Wound: me: They had ſpoken to my old 
Landlady; but the one were not able to 
va defray the Expences of a Settlement, and 
others were not yet come to Man's Eſtate, 
which was ſufficient to deter me from heark- 
Jening to them. One Day Dorothea and 1 
took a Fancy too fee a Play acted by the 
[Comedians of Seville: They had poſted up 
La Famoſa Comedia: El Embaxador de Fi- 
miſmo, compos'd by Lopez de vega Carpio. 


Amongſt: 


— 
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Amongſt the Actreſſes that appear d up- 
on the Stage, I found one of my old 
Acquaintance. I diſcover'd Phenice, tha 
merry Gipſy,. whom you knew Chamber 
maid to Florimond ,. and with whom you” 
have ſupp'd ſometimes at Arſenia s. 
knew very. well. that Phenice had been 
two Years out of Madrid; but I did not 
know that ſhe was an Actreſs. I was fl 
impatient to embrace her, that I thought 
the Play very long. Perhaps alſo it wa 
the Fault of the Actors, who neither play' 
well nor ill enough to amuſe me; for to 
me, who laugh at any thing, I own that 
an Actor who is perfectly ridiculous, di- 
verts me no leſs. than one who excels in 
his Profeſſion. | 0 
In fine, the wiſn'd-for Hour being come, 
that is to ſay, the End of the Famoſa Come: 
dia, the Widow and I went behind the 
Scenes, where we ſoon diſcover'd Phenid 
Playing the fine Lady, and liftning with 
all the Coquetry imaginable to the. ſo 
Courtſhip of a young Spark, who with- 
out doubt had ſuffer'd himſelf to be in 
chanted with the Charms of her Utterance.ſ 
As ſoon as ſhe had obſerv'd. me, . ſhe left 
him with. a gracious Smile, and coming to 
me with open Arms, . receiv'd me with all 
the Compliments in the. World. We ex- 
preſs'd mutually a great deal of Joy 4 
8 meeting 


e 


* 
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meeting again; but the Time and the Place 
not allowing us to enlarge farther, we de- 
ferr'd till the next Morning our Deſign of 
entertaining each other more amply. | 
The Pleaſure of talking is one of the 
moſt predominant Paſſions in Womankind. 
could not cloſe my Eyes all Night, ſo 
great was my Inclination to engage with. 


Pbenice » and ask her Queſtion upon 
Queſtion. Nen knows 3 I was 
lazy in riſing and going to the Place 
"hs ſhe role l 
ith the reſt of the Company, in a large 
Jouſe ready furniſh'd, I met a Servant 
at the Entrance, and pray'd her to ſnew 
me Phenice's Apartment, whereupon ſhe- 
led me up into a Corregidor, along which. 
ere ten or twelve little Chambers, ſepa- 
rated only by Partitions of Deal Boards, 
which were taken up by the merry Crew. 
ly Guide knock'd at a Door, which was 
ſoon open'd by Phenice, whoſe Tongue 
itch'd as much as mine. We hardly gave 
aur ſelves time to fit down for chatting. 
e were now in a fair way to have our; 
fill; and we had ſo many things to ask. 
ach other, that the Queſtions and An- 


ſwers ſucceeded one another with a ſur- 


prizing Volubili | 


| _—_ | | 
Having ne 55 recounted: our Adven- 
res, and inform'd each other of our pre- 


4. 4 
PA 


me ſhe liv'd. She lodg'd,, 
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ſent. Condition, Phenice enquir'd what 
reſolv'd to do. I anſwer'd her, that I in 
tended, till T could ptovide my ſelf better 
to wait upon ſome young Lady of Quality, 
Fy (ſaid my Friend) ſure you don't think 
of it. Is it poſſible, my Girl, that you ar 
not yet diſguſted with Service? Are not 
vou tired with being ſubject to the Will 
of others? Of paying a Regard: to their 
Caprices? Of hearing your ſelf chid? lf 
a word, of being a Slave? Why don't you 
turn Comedian, after my Example? No 
thing is more proper for Perſons of Wit, 
who are neither rich nor of noble Ex. 
traction. Tis a middling State between 
the Nobility and Commonalty, a Condi. 
tion that is independent, and exempt from 
thoſe Punctilio's that are moſt incommo-· Nav 
dious to Society. Our Revenues. are paid a 
us down by the Publick, who are Maſten T 
of our Funds. We always live merrihy te. 
and ſpend our Money as we get it. nc 

The Playhouſe (continued ſhe) aboveMpr 
all, is favourable to Women; whilſt Wt 
liv*d with Florimond (I bluſh to think on iti ev 
I was reduc'd to the Neceſſity of givinge 
Ear to the Underlings of the Prince Huſt 
Company; not an honeſt Man tookWme 
any notice of me. Whence came that Hurt: 
»Twas becauſe I was not in view. 'TheWeal 
_ fineſt Picture does not ſtrike. one; if i th 
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not in a good Light. But ſince I have 
en in my Element, that is to ſay, upon 
e Stage, what a Change is there! I ſee at 
%%% Heels the young Men of the beſt Fi- 
Ire in all the Cities through which we 
s. The Profeſſion therefore of an 
Actress is very agreeable. If ſhe is diſ- 
Weet, I mean it ſhe entertains but one 
Woyer at a time, it does her all the Cre- 
Wc in the World; her Conduct is prais'd, 
pd when the changes her Gallant, ſhe is 
ok'd upon as a real Widow that marries 
Pain. Again, the latter is deſpis'd if ſhe 
kes a third Husband; one would think 
at it ſhock*d the Mens Nicety; where- 
the Value of the other ſeems to in- 
eale in proportion to the Number of her 
avourites z after a hundred Intrigues, ſhe 
a Diſh for a Lord. 1 
To whom are you telling this? (ſaid I, 
terrupting her here.) Do you think Iam 
norant of theſe Advantages? I have often 
preſented them to my ſelf, and they are 
t too pleaſing to a Girb of my Character, 
even find in my ſelf an Inclination to- 
e Stage; but that is not ſufficient; one 
Putt have a Talent, and I have none. I 
metimes attempted to rehearſe ſome 
arts before Arſenia, who was not at all 
eaſed with me, which gave me a Diſtaſte 
the Profeſſion. You are not hard to be 
diſcourag* d 


— " 
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diſcourag'd: (replied Phenice) don't yi 


| h 

| 
* 
4 


know that ſuch great Actreſſes are al wa 


jealous? They are afraid (in ſpite of! 
their Vanity) that ſome body ſhould con 
to eclipſe them. In ſhort, I will not 
determin'd therein by Arſenia, ſhe has n 
been ſincere. I tell you without Flatte 
that you are born for the Stage; you ha 
a Genius, an eaſy and graceful Action, 
ſoft Voice, a fine Cheſt, and with that ſu 
a Look! Ah, Rogue, how many Cavalie 
will you charm, if you turn Actreſs? 
She ſaid ſeveral other engaging thing 
and made- me repeat ſome Ve es, on 
that I might judge my ſelf, what a fi 
Talent I had for Comedy. When ſhe he 
heard me, the Caſe was mightily alter'd 


' the cxtoll'd me to the Skies, and gave n 


the Preference of all the Actreſſes at M 
drid. After this, it would have been inc 
cuſable in me to have doubted any long 


of my Merit; Arſenia ſtood impeach'd an 


convicted of Jealouſy and Diſhoneſty. 

was forced to agree that I was an admin 

ble Player. Two Comedians coming in 
the ſame time, Phenice made me repe 
again the ſame Verſes before them, whid! 
threw them into a kind of an Ecſtalj 
whence they no ſooner recover'd, thi 
they ſtunn'd me with their Compliments 
Without exaggerating, if they had 1 


- Py 
— 
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Mager which of the three ſhould cry me 
wap moſt, they could not have uſed more 
perbolical Expreſſions. My Modefty 
as not Proof againſt ſo many Commen- 
tions; I began to think I was of ſome 
alue, and thus behold my Mind bent 
277 i=: BE 
Come my Dear (ſaid I to Phenice) tis 
one, I will follow your Counſel, and 
pter into your Company, if they approve 
fit. At theſe Words, my Friend being 
anſported with Joy) embraced me; and 
er two Comrades did not ſeem leſs de- 
ghted than her to ſee me in that Reſolu- 
on. Twas agreed that I ſhould come to 
e Playhouſe the next Morning, and give 
he whole Company the ſame Specimen that 
had juſt ſhown of my Talent. If they 
ad conceiv'd an advantageous Opinion of 

e at Phenice's, all the Comedian judg'd 
Wet more fayourably of me, when I had 
Wily recited twenty Verſes in their Pre- 
nce: They receiv'd me willingly into 
heir Company, after which I was only in 
Pain for my firſt Appearance. In order. to 
ake it with a greater Eclat, I employ'd' 
W the Money that remain'd of my Ring, 
nd if T had not enough to equip me ſump- 
uouſly, at leaſt I found the Art to ſupply 
x of Magnificence by a genteel 

A -In 
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In ſhort, 1 appear'd upon the Stage fo! 


the firſt time. What Clapping of Hand; 
What Encomiums! I ſhould be moderate; 
my Friend, if I were only {imply to {a 
that I raviſh'd the Audience. One mul 
have been a Witneſs of the Noiſe I mad 
at Seville. I became the Entertainment o 
the whole City, who throng'd in Crowd 
to the Comedy; ſo that the Company, by 
this Novelty, regain'd the Publick, wht 
began to forſake them. | 

I began then after a manner that charm 
all the World; now this was as if I had 
poſted it up that I was to be purchas'd by 
the beſt Settlement and the higheſt Bidder 
Twenty Cavaliers, of all Ages, ambitioull 


ſtrove who ſhould take care of me. If 1P) 
had follow'd my Inclination, I ſhould har 10 
a 


choſe the youngeſt and handſomeſt; but 
we Players ought only to conſider our In- 
tereſt and Ambition when we are about 4 
Settlement; *tis a Rule in the Play-houſe: 
For which Reaſon Don Ambrofio de Ni/anW 
(a Man already advanc'd in Years, and ill. 
made, but rich, generous, and one of thei 
moſt powerful Noblemen of Andaluſia) had 
the Preference. *Tis true, I made him 
pay well for it; he hired me a fine Houſe 
furniſh'd it magnificently, provided me 
with a good Man Cook, two Footmen, 4 
Woman, and a thouſand Ducats a Mord 

| + 


c 
m. 
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Ir my Expences. Add to this rich Clothes, 
ith a conſiderable Quantity of Jewels. 
What a Change was here in my Fortune! 

y Head could not bear it. I immedi- 
tely appear d to my ſelf another Perſon. 
no longer wonder if there are Women 
ho in a little time forget the Poverty and 
iſery from whence the Caprice of ſome 
Word has extricated them. I confeſs ſin- 
Icrely to you, the Applauſe of the Publick, 
e flattering Diſcourſe I heard on all ſides, 
nd the Paſſion of Don "Ambroſio, heigh- 
nd my Vanity to Extravagancy.' I look'd 
pon my Talent as equivalent to a Title, 
nd gave my ſelf the Airs of a Woman of 
uality. And becoming as covetous of 
y favourable Glances, as I had been pro- 
igal of them till then, I reſolv'd not to 
aſt an Eye but on Dukes, Counts, or 


7 
2 
— 


ery well with me; but it laſted but ſix 
onths. Noblemen are ſubject to change; 
vere it not for that they would be too 
miable. Don Ambroſio left me for a young 
oquet of Grenada, who Was juſt come to 
6 Seville, 


- 
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Seville, with ſome Agreeableneſs, and Wi 
enough to make her. Advantage of | 
However, I did not afflict my ſelf abo 
four and twenty Hours; and I choſe Dt 
Lewis d' Alcacer, a Cavalier of twenty ty 
Years old, to whom few Spaniards cou 
be compared for his good Mien, to ſuppl 
his Place. pts 
You will without doubt ask me, how 
came to take ſo young a Lord, I th 
knew the Conſequences; and you ha 
reaſon. But beſides Don Lewis's havin 
neither Father nor Mother, and being ial 
ready Maſter of his Eſtate, theſe Con 
quences are only to be apprehended þ 
Girls of a ſervile Condition, or comma 
Street- Walkers. Women of our Profeſſio 
are not reſponſible for the Effects of thei 
Charms; ſo much the worſe for the Faml 
lies whoſe Heirs we fleece. 4; 
D' Alcacer and I engag'd our ſelves | 
firmly together, that I believe never an 
Paſſion equaliz'd that wherewith we ſuffere 
our ſelves to be inflam'd. We both lov! 
each other with ſuch Violence, that 
ſeem'd as if a Spell had been laid upon u 
They who knew our Correſpondene 
thought us the happieſt Couple in tix 
World, and we were perhaps the moſt un 
4 7 If Don Lewis was charming i 
his Perſon, he was at the ſame time (6 
. jealou 


3% 
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WiWlous, that he every Minute made me 


" Wperate with his unjuſt Suſpicions. It 
onified nothing my humouring him in 
Das Weakneſs, or my conſtraining my ſelf 


ce, his Miſtruſt was ſo pngenious as to 
rent Crimes which render'd my Conftraint 


rays mix'd with Quarrels; it was not to 
born; our Patience was wearied out 
both ſides, and we parted Friends. 
ould you believe that the laſt Day of 
rCorreſpondence was the moſt agreeable 


nl any we ever paſs'd together. Being 
ch equally fatigu'd with the Evils we 

nod ſuffer'd, nothing but Joy was to be 

lien in our Faces at our Separation. We 


re like two miſerable Captives who 
ve recover'd their Liberty after a hard 
avery. _ | > 


Won my Guard againſt Love. I will have 


eſt; it is not fit for us to ſigh and whine 
ie others; we ought not to be ſenſible 
Ae of a Paſſion which we ridicule 
ublick. . le 


« 


d diffus'd it every where that I was an ini- 
table Actreſs. Upon the Credit of this 


/ 


much as not to look any Man in the 


leſs, Our moſt tender Moments were 


Ever fince this Adventure, I have been 


more Engagements that diſturb my 


uring this time Fame was not idle; ſhe 


Goddeſs, 


. ͤ˙ͤwL9]ꝛ N ˙V— 2 
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Goddeſs, the Comedians of Grenada wrolf 
to me to propoſe my entring into their Conf 
pany ; and to convince me that it was not iſ 
be rejected, they ſent me an Account off 
their daily Expences, and their Terms off 
Agreement, whereby I found that it wou 
be an advantageous Offer. According 
I accepted it; altho' at the bottom I wal 
ſorry to leave Phenice and Dorothea, whon 
I loy'd as much as tis poſſible for o 
Woman to love another. I left the fich 
at Seville employ'd in melting down th 
Plate of a little Goldſmith, who out « 
Vanity would have an Actreſs for a Mi 
treſs. I forgot to tell you that on tur 
ing Player, I chang'd, out of a Whin 
my Name of Laura, for that of E/te/luM 
and *twas under that latter Name that I 
out for Grenada. We. 

I made no worſe a e here thal 
at Seville, and I ſoon ſaw. my ſelf fu 
rounded with Admirers. But reſolyin 
not to ſell my Favours but at a good Pric 
J was ſo reſerv'd in my Carriage that] 
quite blinded them. However that I migil 
not fall a Bubble to a Conduct that wi 
neither natural to me, nor cou'd bring nll 
any Advantage, I was about to give E. 
to a young Oyder, by Birth a Citizen, wi 
lives like a Lord by virtue of his * an 

, ol 
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keeps a good Table and Equipage, when I 
aw the Marquis de: Marialva tor the firſt 
time. This Porugue/e Nobleman travelling 
tnro' Spain out of Curioſity, and paſling 
WW: hro' Grenada, made it his Reſidence for 
Wome time. He came to the Playhouſe; 
did not happen to Act that Night, and 
he fix'd his Eyes very attentively upon 
he Actreſſes that came upon the Stage: 
ne of them chanc'd to pleaſe him; he 
pot acquainted with her the next Day, and 
he Bargain was juſt upon concluding, 
when I appear'd. The Sight of me, and 
ny Coquet Airs, immediately turn'd the 
Scale; the Portugueſe thought no longer 
of any one but me. To conteſs the Truth, 
as I knew my Companion had charm'd this 
Nobleman, I ſpar'd no Pains to ſupplant 
ber, and I had the good Fortune to ſuc- 
ced. I am not ignorant that ſhe owes 
Ne a Grudge, but I can't help it. She 
dught to conſider that 'tis a thing ſo na- 
ral to Women, that the beſt Friends 


* 


make not the leaſt ſcruple of it. 
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C HA P. VIII. 


O the Reception the Comedians 
Grenada gave Gil Blas; and. of ay 
ald Acquaiutauce he met behind the 
Scenes. e By 


TT HE minute Laura had finiſh'd her 
Story, there came in an old Actreſs, 
who liv'd in the Neighbourhood, with an 
intent to go with her to the Playhouſe, 
This venerable Heroine of the Stage, had 
been proper to have acted the Part of the 
Goddeſs Cotys. My Sifter did not fail to 
preſent her Brother to this ſupperannuatel 
Figure, and thereupon great Compliments 
enſu'd on both ſides. | | 
I left them 1 telling Zend. 
#0's Widow that I would meet her at 
the Playhouſe, aſſoon as I had ſeen ny 
things carried to the Marquis de Maria 
vas, whole Houſe ſhe ſhew'd' me. I ftept 
immediately to the Chamber I had hired, 
whence (having ſatisfied my Landlady) | 
went with a Porter who carried my Cloke- 
Bag, to a large ready-furnith'd Houle 
where my new Maſter lodg'd. I met wit 
his Steward at the Door, who ask'd me 
if I was not Mrs. E/ella's Brother. | 
anſwer'd Yes, You are welcome then 
1 * Sign 
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Signior Cavalier, replied he; the Marquis 
de Marialva, to whom I have the honour 
to be Steward, has order'd me to receive 
you kindly. There is a Chamber ready 
for you z if you pleaſe I will ſhew you the 
„way to it. Upon this he carried me up to 
the Top of the Houfe, into a-Chamber 
ſo little, that a narrow Bed, with a Cup- 
er board, and two Chairs fill'd it. This was 
ny Apartment. You will not have a great 
u deal of Room here, faid my Guide; but 
ſe. to make amends, I promiſe you that you 
ad ſhall have a ftately Lodging at Lisbon. I 
he lock'd up my Cloke-Bag in the Cupboard, 
to and taking the Key, I ask'd at what hour 
tel they ſupp'd. To this he anſwer'd, that 
nt the Marquis kept no Table, but that he 
gave every Domeſtick ſo much a Month 
. Board-wages. I ask'd ſeveral other Queſ- 
tions, whereby J found that the Marquis's 
Servants were fortunate Idlers. After a 
ſhort Diſcourſe, I parted with the Steward 
in order to go again to Lanra being agree- 
ably taken up with the Advantages I pro- 
mis'd my felf in my new Station. 
Aſſoon as I got to the Playhouſe Door, 
ind ſaid I was Efella's Brother, every 
Place was open to me. One might have 
en the Guards ſtrive who ſhould make 
ray for me, as if I had been one of the 
Woot conſiderable Perſons in Grenada. 
n e | All 
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All the Supernumeraries, Door-keepers, 
and Under-Door-keepers that I met in my 
way made me low Bows. But I with 
I cou'd deſcribe to the Reader, the ſerio- 
comical Reception I met with behind the 
Scenes; where I found the whole Com- 
pany dreſs'd and ready to begin. The 
Actors and Actreſſes, to whom Laura pre- 
ſented me, ruſh'd in ſwarms upon me. 
The Men ſtifled me with their Embraces, 
and the Women, in their turn, fſalutingW 
me with their painted Faces, plaiiter'd 
mine over with white and red. Not one 
of them would be the laſt to pay their 
Compliment; they all began to ſpeak to- n 
gether, and 'twas impoſſible for me alone 
to anſwer them: Happily for me, my Siſter in 
came to my Aſſiſtance, and her Tongue, ot 
inur'd to talking, did not ſuffer me to bead 
. behindhand with any one. V 
I did not come off, for the Embraces off" 
the Actors and Actreſſes: I was forc'd to H 
_ endure the Civilities of the Decorator, the 
Muſicians, the Prompter, the Snuffer and ad 
Under-Snuffer. of Candles: In ſhort. I wa 
forc'd to run the Gantlet thro? all the 
Underlings of the Theatre, who ran all, al 
the. News of my Arrival, to have a Look 
at me. Ir ſeem'd to me as if they had all 
been Foundlings, who had never know 
What it was to have a Brother, 1 | 


_— 
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In the mean while the Play being begun, 
Some Gentlemen who were behind the 
scenes, went to ſeat themſelves to hear 
lit, and I like one of the Houſe continu'd 
o divert my ſelf with the Actors who 


* 5 

e vere not upon the Stage. One of thele 
. Happen'd to be call'd before me Melchior; 
e. the Name ſtruck me; and conſidering the 


Man with Attention, I thought I had ſeen 

im ſomewhere. At laſt I collected, and 
new him to be Melchior Zapata, that poor 
Stroller, who, as I've ſaid in the firſt 
olume, was dipping his Cruſts of Bread 


ll 

0 · In a Spring. 8 | Fs 
ne 1 took him immediately aſide, and told 
ter im, I am very much miſtaken, if you are 
1c, Not that Signior Melchior with whom IL 


t the Side of a clear Spring, between Fal- 
of 401i and Segovia. I was with a young 
tod, a Barber. We had ſome Proviſion 
the hich we join'd to yours, and we all three 
and ade a flight Repaſt, which was interlar- 
wald with a thouſand agreeable Sayings. 
then theſe Words Zapata began to mule a. 
aWitle, after which he replied, You ſpeak 
me of a Thing I can eafily call to mind; 
came then from acting at Madrid, and 
s returning to Zamora. I even remem- 
r that I was then in very bad Circum- 
feces. I remember it likewiſe, (anſwer'd 
| E 3 5 I} 
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I) by the ſame Token that your Double: MW 
was lin'd with Playhouſe Bills: neither 
have | forgot, any more than you, that 
you then complain'd of having a Wife 
who was too diſcreet. O, I have no? 
more Reaſon to complain of that now, 
replied Zapata haſtily. Good God! the 
good Woman is mightily alter'd from that; 
by the ſame Token my Doublet is bettet 
had too Re 705 

I was going to congratulate him upo 
his Wife's hearkening to Reaſon, when he 
was oblig'd to leave me, to appear upon the 
Stage. Being curious to know his Wits 
I went. to a Player to deſire him to they 
me her. He did ſo, telling me, that 
her before you, tis Narcifa, the pretticiih 
of our Actreſſes except your Sifter. 
judg'd that this was her in whoſe Fayout 
the Marquis de Marialva had declar'd him 
ſelf, before his ſeeing E£ftella, and my Cont 
jecture was but too true. After the E 
of the Play, I conducted Laara to bt 
 Lodgings, where being come, I perceiy' 
{ſeveral Cooks who were preparing a gr 
Entertainment. You may ſup here, {al 
ſhe; By no means, replied I; The M: 
quis will perhaps be glad to be alone vin 
you. Not at all, (anſwer'd ſhe:) Hey d 
coming hither with two of his Friend 
and one of our Actors: It ſhall be by 
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Fault if you dont make the Sixth. Vou 
know very well that with us Players the 
Pecretaries have the Privilege of dining 
rith their Maſters. That's true, (ſaid 15 
Put it's too ſoon yet to put my ſelf upon 


he Foot of thoſe Favourite Secretaries. 
E muſt firſt be intruſted with the Commiſ- 
fon of a Confident to deſerve that honoura- 
le Prerogative. Having thus ſpoken, I 
it Laura's and went to my Eating- Houſe,. 


where I reſoly'd to 87 every Day, ſince my 


Maſter kept no Table. 


n 
Phar kind of a Man he fupp'd with 
that Ni Z aud what paſs'd be- 
tween them. 25 
Obſerv'd in the Hall a fort of an old 


Monk, cloth'd in gray Bays, - who- 
pp'd in a Corner by himſelf, I went 


nt of Curioſity and fat over-againſt him, 
uting him very civilly; neither did he 


em a whit leſs polite than I. They 


i 2 me my Pittanoe, which I began 


patch with great alacarity. Whilſt I 
thus eating without ſpeaking a Word, 


Woiten look'd upon my Neighbour, whoſe 


Eyes 


E 4 


him ſo fooliſh, that I could not forbe 
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Eyes I always found fix'd upon me. Be. 
ing vex'd with his continual ſtaring upon 
me, I addreſs'd my ſelf thus to him; Fx 
ther, do you think you have ever ſeen nig 
any where before? You eye me like 
Man who is not entirely unknown t 
—T— 64 1 
He anſwer'd me gravely; If I fix ny 
Eyes upon you, tis only to admire the pro- 
digious variety of Adventures that are de 
lineated in the Features of your Face. By 
what I perceive, (ſaid I to him in a rally 
ing Tone) your Reverence underſtand 
Metopoſcopy. I may boaſt of being Ma 
{ter of it, replied the Monk and of having 
made ſome Predictions, which have not 
been contradicted by the Sequel. I an 
not leſs vers'd in Chiromancy, and I dar 
venture to ſay that my Oracles are infall 
ble, when I have compar'd the Lines 0 
the Hand with thoſe of the Phyſiognony 
Altho' this old Father had altogether th 
Appearance of a Man of Senſe, I thougi 


” ne F © I 


laughing full in his Face. Inſtead of be 
ing offended at my Rudeneſs, he ſmil'd a 
it, and purſu'd his Diſcourſe in thel 

Terms, having firſt look'd round the Hall 
and aflur'd himſelf that no body heard u 
I am not ſurpriz'd at ſeeing you ſo pr 
polieſs'd againſt two Sciences, that 1 
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ge. Now thought trifling; the tedious and la- 
orious Study which they require, diſ- 
ourages all the Learned, who renounce 
Ind decry them for mere ſpite, in that 
ey have not been able to make them 
lves Maſters of them. As for me, I was 
ot diſhearten'd at the Obſcurity wherein 
hey are involv'd, no more than at the Dit- 
jculties that inceſſantly attend the ſearch 
f Chymical Secrets, and the ſtupendi- 
us Art of the Tranſmutation of Metals. 
N. iow {4 l 

But I forget, (continu'd he, recollecting 
imſelf,) that Jam talking to a young Gen- 
leman, to whom my Diſcourſes muſt in 
eality paſs only for Dreams. A Specimen 
f my Skill will incline you to judge fa- 
ourably of me, more than all that I can 
Wy. At theſe Words, he drew out of his 
Pocket a Vial full of Liquor of a vermil- 
Won Colour; after which he ſaid to me, 
ere is an Elixir I compos'd this Morning, 
f the Juices of certain Plants diſtill'd in 
he Alembick; for I have ſpent almoſt all 
ny Life, like Democritus, in finding out 
Wc Properties of Simples and Minerals. 
eon ſhall experience its Virtue. The 
ine we have been drinking at our Sup- 
er eis very bad; this ſhall make it excel- 
refWent. At the ſame time, he put two drops 
Wt his Elixir in my Bottle, Which. render'd 
N + "M6 Þ my 


Is it then an Advantage to know how 1 


82 The HISTORY Book 
my Wine more delicious than the moſt ei 
quiſire that is drunk in Spam. 
Any thing wonderful ſtrikes the Imag 
nation, and when that is once tonch'd, on 
makes no more Ufe of one's Judgment 
Charm'd with ſuch a fine Secret, and b 
ing perſwaded that he muſt be more thi 
a Devil to be Maſter of ſuch an Art, 
cry'd out full of Admiration, O my Þ 
ther, I beg your Pardon for taking you ii 
Arft for an old Fool. I now do Juſtice t 
_ great Capacity. I have no need d 
Feng any more, to be convinc'd that | 
you pleas'd you could make an Ingot 

Gold of a Bar of Iron. How happy ſhoulgt! 

1 be if I were poſſeſs'd of fuch an admin 
dle Science! Lav preſerve: you fro 
it, (cry'd the old Man, fetching a dei 
Sigh!) You don't know, my Son, whit 
a dangerous thing you have wiſh'd. I: 
ſtead of envying me, you ought rather t) 
pity me for having taken fo much Pain 
to make my ſelf miſerable. I am in a cons 
tinual Diſquiet. I am afraid of being dil 
cCover'd, and of having a perpetual Priſot 
for the Reward of my Labour. Full d 
theſe Appehenſions, I lead a rambling Lift 
diſguis'd ſometimes like a Prieſt or Friar 
nd ſometimes like a Cavalier, or Peaſant 


" make Gold at that Price? And are no 
3 N 1” Riche 


K 
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Riches a real Puniſhment to thoſe who 

an't enjoy them quietly ? 25 
Theſe Sentiments appear to me very rea 


able, (reply'd Ito the Philoſopher 3) no- 


hing is to be compar'd to a quiet Life; 


ou have given me a Diſguſt to the Philo- 


ppher's Stone; I will fatisfy my (elf with 


1 arning from you what will befal me. 


Vith all my Heart, Child (anſwer d he;) I 


ave already made Obſervations upon your 


eatures, now let me fee your Hand. I 


ew'd it him, with a Confidence that 
ill do me no Honour in the Opinion of 
ome Readers. He examin'd it with At- 


ention, after which he ſaid in a Rapture, 
hat Tranſitions are here from Sorrow to 


oy, and from Joy to Sorrow! What an 


ddd Succeſſion of Diſgraces, and good 
ortune! But you have already experienc'd 
great part of theſe Alternatives: You 
we no more Misfortunes to undergo, 
nd a Nobleman will provide you an a- 
greeable Settlement that will not be liable 


Wo change. | 


Having aſſur'd me that I might rely upon 


is Prediction, he took his leave, and went 


put of the Eating-Houſe, where I ftaid be- 
ind very full of what Ihad been juſt hear- 
dg. I did not at all doubt but the Mar- 
quis de Marialva was the Nobleman men- 
won'd; and conſequently nothing ſeem'd 
| more 
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more probable than the Accompliſhment of 
the Oracle, But tho' I had not ſeen the 
leaſt Appearance of it, it would not hay: 
hinder'd my giving an entire Credit to the 
counterfeit Monk, he had gain'd ſo much 
Authority over me by his Elixir. On the 
other hand, that I might forward the good 
Fortune that was foretold me, as much 
as lay in my Power, I reſolv'd to be more 

diligent in my Attendance on the Mar: 
quis, than I had ever been to any of ny 
Maſters. Having taken this Reſolution] 
retired to our Hotel with a Gaiety not t0 


be expreſs'd; never did any Woman n 
away better ſatisfy'd from a Fortune- te d 
ber. 8 £1: C 
ATT : Ty * 

„ . it 


Of the Commiſſion the Marquis d ; 

_Marialva gave to Gil. Blas, an n 
how that faithful Secretary dH, lc 
ed io arm be none nntd 


* HE Marquis was not yet come back 
from his Actreſs, and I found his V. 
lets de Chambre in his Apartment playing a 
Primero, in expectation of his Return. 
got acquainted. with them, and we dive; 
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ed our {elves with laughing till two in the 
Morning, when our: Maſter came home. 
He was a little ſurpriz'd at the Sight of 
me, and faid with a gracious Air, which 
made me judge that he was very well ſatis- 
fy'd with his ſpending the Evening: How 
Gil Blas, are not you in Bed yet? I an- 
ſwer'd, that I was willing firſt to know 
whether he had any Commands for me. I 
ſhall perhaps' have a Commiſſion for you 
to-morrow Morning (replied he;) but it 
will be time enough then to inform you of 
it: Go to reſt; and for the future re- 
member that I diſpenſe with your Atten- 


dance at Night; I only want my /alets de 


Chambre. | 8 
After this Information, (with which I 
was very well pleas'd at the bottom, as 
it ſpar d me a Subjection which would ſome- 
times have been diſagreeable to me,) I left 
the Marquis in his Apartment, and with- 
drew to my Garret. I went to Bed, but 


not being able to Sleep, I reſoly'd to fol- 


low the Council of Pythagoras, that is, to 
recolle& at Night what one has done in the 


Day, in order to applaud one's ſelf for one's 


good Actions, and reproach our ſelves for 
our bad ones. | | 


— &* 


I did not find my; Conſcience clear e- 


yough to be fſatisfy'd with my Conduct. 
I diſapproy'd my having ſeconded Laura's 
Impoſture, 


— 


[ 
| n 
f 


| 
= 
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Im *Twas in vain for me to ex- 
caſe my ſelf by ſaying that I cou d not hand- 
ſomely give a Woman the Lye, whoſe only 
deſign was to do me Service, and that [ 
was in ſome ſort under a Neceflity of being 


an Accomplice in her Treachery. Not 


being contented with this Excule, I an- 
foer d that then Iought not to have putſh'd 
Matters farther, and that I muſt be ve 
impudent to live with a Noblemen w 
Confidence I repaid ſo ill. In ſhort, after 
a ſtrict Examination, I agreed, within my 
fſelf chat if I was not a Rogue, I did not 


want much of it. 2119543 
From thence going on to the Conſe- 
quences, I repreſented to my ſelf that I 
ran a great Hazard, in impoſing upon a 
Man of Quality, who might perhaps, for 
my Sins, not be long before he found out 

the Cheat. Such a judicious Reflection 
put me under ſome Apprehenfions: But 
the Ideas of Pleaſure and Imereſt ſoon dil- 
pers'd them: Befides, the Propheſy of my 
Elixir Merchant was ſufficient to encou- 
rage me. I deliver'd my (elf therefore up 
to agreeable Fancies. I ſet my ſelf about 
eaſting up how much my Wages would 
amount to in ten Years Service. To this 
I added the Preſents 1 ſhould receive from 
my Maſter, and reckoning them up accot- 
ding to his hberal Temper, or rather to 


"my 


8323 
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my Deſires, I gave ſuch a Career to my 
Imagination, if I may ſo expreſs my ſelf, 
as ſet no Bounds to my good Fortune. 
So much Riches lull'd me to reſt by little 
and little, and I went to ſleep, building 
Caſtles in the Air. 

I got up the next Morning by eight | 
o'Clock to receive my Patron's Orders 
but as I open'd my Door to go out, I 
was very much ſurpriz'd to fee him be- 
er fore me in his Night-Gown and Cap. 
7 WM He was all alone. G# Blas, (ſaid he) I 
dt promis'd your Siſter laſt N ight when I kft 

er, that I would be with her this — 
ing; but ſome Buſineſs of Conſt 
prevents my keeping my Word. Go — 
tell her from me that I am very ſorry for 
this Diſappointment, and aſſure her that I 
will ſup with her again ro-night. This 
is not all, (continued he, ting into my 
Hand a Pak with a little hagreen Box fer 
with Diamonds) carry her my n and 
keep this Parſe wherein there are fiſty Pi- 
ſtoles, Which I gave you as a Teſtimony 
of the Kindneſs already have for you. I 
took the Picture with one Hand, and with 
the other the Purſe I fo little defery'd, and 
running inſtantly to Laura, I ſaid to my 
lf in a Tranſport of Joy: Well, the 
| Propheſy is fulfill'd viſibly. How fortu- 


nate, 
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nate it is to be Brother to a handſome and 
gallant Girl. Tis a pity it is not as honou- 
rable as it is profitable and agreeable. 
Laura, contrary to the Cuſtom of Per- 
ſons of her Profeſſion, uſed to riſe early 
in the Morning. I ſurpriz'd her at her 
Toilet, where in expectation of her Por. 
zugueſe ſhe was ſetting. off her natural 
Beauty with all the auxiliary Charms that 
the Art of a Coquet could lend her. A- 
miable Eella, (ſaid I, on my entring her 
Room) the Loadſtone of Foreigners, | 
may. now take the Liberty of eating with 
my Maſter, ſince he has honour'd me with 
a Commiſſion which gives me that Privi- 
lege, and which I am now come to dil- 
charge. He can't be ſo happy as to viſit 
you this Morning as he propos'd, but to 
make amends he will ſup with you to-night, 
and he has ſent you his Picture, which! 
ſeems to me to have ſomething very com- 
fortable in it. F 
Hereupon I immediately preſented her U 
the Box, the Luſtre of whoſe Diamonds . 
infinitely rejoiced her. She open'd it, and Wc 
having ſhut it, after looking careleſly upon Nen; 


the Painting, ſhe return'd to the Jewels. il 
She extoll'd their Beauty; and faid to me der 
ſmiling. Theſe are Copies which we Play- Ibis 
ers love better than the Originals. 4g 

2 EET? | Pc 
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nd I inform'd her afterwards that the gene- 
rous Portugueſe on delivering me the Pic- 
ure, had preſented me with a Purſe of 
fifty Guineas. I congratulate you upon it, 
reply'd ſhe. This Nobleman begins at a 
Rate that others ſeldom arrive at. *Fis to 
you, my Charmer (ſaid I) that I owe this 
Preſentz the Marquis only gave it me on 
account of my being your Brother. I 
with (replied ſhe) that he would make 
you the ſame every Day.. I can't expreſs 
how dear you are to me. The firſt Mi- 
mite I ſaw you, I conceiv'd ſuch a Value 
for you, that Time has not been able to 
eface. When J loſt you at Madrid, I did 
not deſpair of finding you again; and ye- 
ſterday when you came, I receiv'd you as 
2 Man that muſt neceflarily return to me: 
In ſhort, Friend, Heaven has deſtin'd us 
Wor one another. You ſhall be my Huſ- 
band, but we mult firſt get Money. I will 
have three or four Intrigues more to enable 
you to live at your Eaſe. 02 ee 
| I thank'd her very politely for the Pains 
ſhe was ſo willing to take for me; and we 
engaged inſenſibly in a Diſcourſe that held 
till Noon. Then I took my leave, in or- 
der to give my Maſter an Account how 
bis Preſent had been receiv'd. Altho? 
Laura had given me no Inſtructions there- 
upon, I did not fail to ſtudy a fine Com- 
© | 'pliment 
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pliment by the way, which I propos'd u 
make in her Name; but *twas ſo much 
time loſt. For when I got to the Hou e 
they told me that the Marquis was jul 


2 out; and *twas determin'd that! 
ould ſee him no more; as will be feaWi, 
in the next Chapter. > _ 


. tos. 


CHAP K. 
Of the News which Gil Blas Beard 
and how it thander-firuck him. 


Went to my Eating-heuſe, where 
A met two Men of an agreeable Conver- 
fation, with whom I din'd and ſat at Tx 
ble till Play-time, when we parted, they o 
to go about their reſpective Buſineſs, and 
I to the Theatre. It may be obſerv'd # 
 paſſam!t, that I had all the Reaſon in the 
World to be in a good Humour: The ye 
Diſcourſe T had with theſe Cavaliers wa L 
full of Gatety; the Aſpect of my Fortune 
was the moſt ſurprizing in the World, Nac 
and yet nevertheleſs I could nat forbear Wai 
giving way to Melancholy, without know: 
ing why, or being able to reſiſt it. Un- 
doubtedly I had a Foreſight of the Mis 
fortune that threatned me. 5 


Upon 


Ep. 11. of GIL BLAS. 1 
u Upon my going behind the Scenes, Mel- 
cor Zapata coming up to me, whiſper'd 


ulWne to follow him. I did fo, and he car» 
ulMWicd me into a private part of the Houſe, 
there he ſpoke to me after this Manner. 
x08/-10r Cavalier, I think it my Duty to in- 


orm you of ſomething of great Impor- 
ance. You know that the Marquis de Ma- 
jalva took at farit a liking to Narciſſa my 
Spouſe. He had even appointed a Day to 
ome and eat of my Rib, when the art- 
ſul Egella found the means to break off the 
Engagement, and draw the Portagueſe to 
her. Lou may well judge that an Actreſs 
does not loſe ſo fine a Morſel without a 
ſenſible Diſpleaſure. This ſticks in my 
Wife's Stomach, and there is nothing 
Ihe would not do to be reveng'd. She has. 
now a fine Opportunity. Latt Night, if 
you remember, all our Waiters ran to ſee 
jou. The Under-ſnuffer of the Candles 
laid to ſome of our Company that he knew 
you, and that you art not in the leaſt 
4 MW £/c/12's Brother. 
e This Report, continued Melchior, is 
„ro come to the Ears of Narciſa, who 
r did not fail to ask the Author, who. has. 
Neonfirm'd it. He knew you (as he ſays) 
- WJ ocrvant to Arſenia at the fame time that 
„Lela waited on her at Madrid, under the 
Name of Laura. My Spouſe, 3 
: Wit 
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with this Diſcovery, will acquaint the Ma 
quis de Marialva with it, who will be tog 
night at the Play. Take your Meaſure 
accordingly z. if you are not really E/ielli! 
Brother, I adviſe you as a Friend, o 
account of our former Acquaintance, ti 
provide for your Safety. Warciſſa, whil 
demands but one Victim, has allow'd ny 
to give you this Information, that you maj 
by your ſpeedy Flight prevent ſome un 
lucky Accident. 5 
I would have been to no Purpoſe t 
have told me any more. I thank'd th 
Player for his Intelligence, letting him fe 
by my Terror that I was not a Man tha 
wou'd give the Under-Candle-Snuffer the 
Lye. I did not find my felf at all diſpos' 
to carry my Impudence ſo far. I was not 
even tempted to take my Leave of Laura 
for fear the ſhould draw me in to pay for 
my Preſumption. I eaſily conceiv'd that 
ſne was Actreſs good enough to extricate 
her ſelf from ſuch a falſe Step; but I could 
foreſee nothing but an infallible Puniſh: 
ment for my ſelf; and-I was not amorous 
enough to brave it. For this Reaſon | 
thought of nothing but how to ſave my 
ſelf with my Gods Penates, IJ mean, will 
my Things. I vaniſh'd from the Play: 
houſe in a Moment, and in leſs than the 
twinkling of an Eye I had my Cloke- Bag 
5 b e carry'l 
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ut the next Morning at three o'Clock for 
%. I could have wiſh'd to have been 
ready at the Count de Polan's, whoſe 
louſe ſeem'd to me the only Place of Re- 
ge where I cou'd be ſafe. Bur I was 


ſineſs think upon the Time I was forc'd 
b paſs in a City where I was apprehen- 
ve that they wou'd ſearch for me that 
However I went to ſup at my Eating- 
ouſe, tho' I was in as much Trouble as 
Debtor, who knows the Serjeants are at 
s Heels. What I eat that Night, I be- 


my Stomach. Miſerable Sport of Fear 
at I was, I examin'd all the Perſons that 
ter'd the Hall; and when unluckily there 


roſe from 'Table, and return'd to my 
vle-driver's, where I threw my ſelf down 
don ſome clean Straw, till the Time of 
FDepartuge, ro ng 8 

My Patience was put to a very ſevere 


. e. If at any time I drop'd aſleep, 1 ima» 


upon 


arry'd to a Muleteer's, who was to ſet 


t yet there, and I could not without un- 


ye did not produce an excellent Chyle 


me any ill-look'd Fellows, (which is not 
common in thoſe Places) I ſhudder'd-with 
ar. Having ſupp'd in continual Alarms, 


al during that Time. A thouſand 
agreeable Thoughts came to torment 


nd I ſaw the furious Marquis falling 


* 
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ies he told me, and loſt inſenſibly all m 
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upon Laura, mangling her pretty Face, aui 
breaking all her Furniture to pieces. 0M 
elſe I thought I heard him ordering H 
Servants to cudgel me to Death. Hen 
upon I ftarted our of my Sleep; and mil 
waking, which is generally fo agree 
after a frightful Dream, was yet more dre 
ful to me than my Slumbers. 
By good Luck the Muleteer came 
free me from my Pain, by telling me tha 
his Mules were ready. I immediately g 
up, and thank Heav'n, I ſet out tho 

roughly cured both of Laura and Chin 
mancy. In proportion as we got fart 
from Grenada, my Mind became mon 
compos'd. I began to diſcourſe with m 
Muleteer. I laugh'd at ſome pleaſant Ste 


1 


Apprehenſions. I ſlept very quietly at 
4 where we ode a our fest Nigh 
Lodging, and the fourth we reach'd 7 
do. My firſt Care was to enquire after th 
Count de Polax's Houſe, whither I wen 
fully perſwaded that he wou'd not fufit 
me to lodge any where but with him. B 
I reckon'd without my Hoſt; for I on 
found the Houſe-keeper, who told meth 

this Maſter had ſet out the Night befor 
for the Caſtle of Leyva; whence he Houſe 

been inform'd that Seraphina was dangi ol: 
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[ had never dreamt of the Count's Ab- 
ce. It diminiſh'd my Joy for being at 
iledo, and made me take another Reſolu- 
on. Finding my felf fo near Madrid, I 
termin'd to go there. I reflected that 


night puſh my Fortune at Court, where, 


; I had been told, a great Genius was not 
ſſolutely neceſſary to advance one's (elf, 


he next Morning I took the Opportuni- 


of a return'd Horſe, to go to that Ca- 
tal of Spain. Fortune conducted me 
ther, in order to my acting Parts of 
ater Conſequence than ever I had yet 
Ws. I . 


a. MM | "OE" I, FA a lth 


TE In | 
il Blas goes to lodge in a Houſe 


ready furniſh'd, where he gets ac- 
guaiuted with Captain Chinchilla; 


| what ſort of a Man that Officer was, 
ad whet Buſineſs brought him to 


Madrid. 


Ns ſoon as 1 got to Madrid, I rook up 


my Lodging in a ready-furniſh'd 


; loouſe, where, amongſt others, there liv'd 


old Captain, who was come from the 


9 heſt end of New Caſtile, to ſolicite a 


Penſion 
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Penſion from the Court, which he though 
he had deſerv'd but too well; His Name wil 
Don Hannibal de Chinchilla. *T '1s not. with 
out Surprize that I beheld him the fir 
time. He was a Man of 'I hreeſcore, 
a Giant's Size, and prodigiouſly lean. H 
wore a pair of thick Whiskers, which r 
winding up both ſides to his '[emples, be 
fides his having but one Leg and one Arn 
he had one Eye cover'd with a piece of gret 
Taffety, and his Face ſeem'd flaſh'd in { 
veral Places. This excepted, he was mat 
| kke another Man. Beſides, he did m 
want for Wit, and yet leſs for Grayih 
He carried his Morals even to ſcrupulou 
neſs, and valu'd himſelf abve all, on be 
ing delicate.in point of Honour. 

After having convers'd with him twi 
or thrice, he did me the Favour to mai 
me his Confident. I ſoon became acquait 
ted with all his Affairs. He told me 
what Engagements he had loft an Eye 
Naples, an Arm in Lombardy, and a Leg! 
the Low Countries. What I admir'd in: 
the Accounts he gave me of his Battles a 
Sieges, was that he did not ler {lip d 
vain-glorious Expreſſion, not one Word 
his own Praiſe; tho} I could willingly ha 
forgiven, his bragging. of that halt of h 
which was left, to. make himſelf amen 
for the loſs of the other. The Office 


7 
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ho return ſafe and ſound from the Wars 
re not all ſo modeſt. _ VVV 
But he told me that what lay moſt up- 
his Spirits, was his having ſpent a con- 
derable Income in his Campaigns, ſo that 
had no longer any more than a hundred 
Jucats a Year left, which was hardly ſuf- 
Wcient to keep his Muſtacios in order, 
Way for his Lodging, and the writing his 
etitions. For in ſhort, Signior Càvalier, 
ontinued he ſhrugging up his Shoulders, ) 
preſent them, thank God, every Day, 
g ithout the leaſt Notice being taken of 
em. One would ſwear that a Wager 
id been laid between the firſt Miniſter 
nd me; and that *twas which of us two 
ould be firſt tired, I of giving, or he of 
Wceeiving them. I have alſo had the Ho- 
our of preſenting ſome frequently to the 
Wing; but like Man like Maſter, and all 

bis Time my Caſtle at Chincilla falls to ruin 


e Wor want of Repairs. | | 
One muſt deſpair of nothing, reply'd I 
* the Captain, perhaps you are upon the 


oint of ſeeing your Labour and Pains 
epaid with Intereſt. I ought not to flat- 
r my ſelf with ſuch Hopes, anſwer'd 
von Hannibal. Tis not three Days fince 
poke to one of the prime Miniſter's Se- 

fetaries, and if I believe his Words, I 
we nothing to do but to fit down con- 
Vo L. III. „ tented. 
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tented. What did he ſay to you then, Sj 
nior? (reply'd I.) Did not the Conditin 
whereunto you are reduced ſeem to hin 
worthy of a Recompenſe? You ſhall U 
Judge (anſwer'd Chinchilla.) The Secrets 
ry told me plainly, Good Gentleman 
don't brag ſo much of your Zeal and you 
Fidelity. You have done but your Duh 
in expoſing your ſelf to Dangers for you 
Country. The Glory alone that is ink 
parable from great Actions, is a ſufficien 
Payment for them, and ought to ſatis 
eſpecially one that is a Spaniard. Y ou mu 
be undeceiv'd therefore if you look upat 
the Gratuity for which you ſolicit as { 
Debt. If it ſhould be granted you, yal 
will ſtand indebted for it only to the King 
Goodneſs, who is willing to think himſel 
obliged to ſuch of his Subjects who hag 
ſerv'd the State well, You ſee by thi 
(continu'd the Captain,) that t'other hal 
of me is ſtill in Arrears to my County 
and that I am very likely to return as 
Came, ER | 
'Tis natural to concern one's ſelf for hy 
brave Man whom one ſees ſuffer. I « 
horted him to hold out, and offer'd i 
tranſcribe his Petitions gratis. I cre 
went fo far as to open him my Parſe, ail 
conjure him to take out what Money | 
pleas'd. But he was not one of _— wi 
cnc, — on! 


Jhap. 12. - of GIL BLAS. 99 
don't want to be ask'd twice on ſuch an 
ccaſion. On the contrary, ſhewing him- 
elf very nice on that Subject, he thank'd 
e with ſome Haughtinels for my Good- 
ill. After this he told me that, becauſe 
utc would not be chargeable to any one, he 
ad us'd himſelf by degrees to live fo tem- 
Wcrately, that the leaſt Food wou'd ſerve 
or his Subſiſtence. This was but too 
rue; he liv'd only upon Scallions and O- 
tons; accordingly he had nothing bur 
Skin and Bones; and that no Body might 
de a Witneſs of his hard Fare, he gene- 
ally lock*d himſelf in his Chamber at Meal- 
ime. However I did prevail upon him 
Wy repeated Intreaties that we might Dine 
Ind Sup together; and deceiving his Pride 
Wy an ingenious Compaſſion, I had a great 
leal more Meat and Wine brought than 
as neceſſary for my ſelf only. At firſt 
e would have excus'd himſelf by Com- 
liments; bur at laſt he was overcome by 
y Importunity. After which. growing 
ſenſibly more hardy, he help'd me empt 
y Diſh, and drink off my Bottle of his 
wn Accord. 3 5 
When he had taken off four or five 
Plaſſes, and reconciled his Stomach to a 
dod Nouriſhment ; Indeed, (ſaid he, with 
gay Air,) Signior Gil Blas you are very 
ducing; you make me do juſt as you 
F 2 pleaſe. 


5 
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- pleaſe. You have ſuch a Way, that you 
even make me baniſh all Fear of impoſing 


| 
1 


—— —ͤ—— ṹ 4 — — — 


to help compoſe them. By having 6 
often copied the Homilies over fair, | 


of Eloquence not unworthy the moſt ce 


'Rhetorick, to embelliſh theſe Peritions 


Services to ſtamp a value upon them, tht 
Court had no regard to them. This dil 
not induce the old Invalid to make a Pane 
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upon your Good nature. My Captain 
ſeem'd then to have ſo much conquer'd hi 
Modeſty, that if I had again preſs'd hin 
to have accepted of my Purſe, I beliene 
he would not have refus'd it; but I dil 

not put him any more to that Trial. 
contented my ſelf with having made hin 
my Meſs- mate, and taking the Pains not 
only to tranſcribe his Petitions, but even 


had learn'd to give a Phraſe a good Turn; 
I was become a kind of Author. On the 
other hand the old Officer valu'd himſelf 

upon writing a fine Style. So that ſtriving 
each to outvye the other, we made Pieces 


lebrated Orators of Salamanca. Bur 'twa 
all in vain either for the one or the other 
of us to pump our Wits for Flowers 


*rwas (as one may ſay) Labour in vai. 
Whatever Turn we gave to Don Hannibal 


gyrick upon ſuch Officers as ruin'd them: 


{elves in the Wars. In his ill Humour be 
| | curl 
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urs'd his Stars, and wiſh'd the Devil had 
aples, Lombardy, and the Low- Countries. 

To mortify him yet more, it happen'd 
pne Day that a Poet introduc'd by the 
Duke d' Alba, having recited before the 
King a Sonnet upon the Birth of an Infanta, 

as rewarded before his very Face with 
1 Penfion of yoo Ducats. I believe the 
angled. Captain would have run Mad, 
f I had not taken care to hearten him. 
What's the Matter with you? ſaid I to 
im, ſeeing him beſide himſelf. There is 
othing in it that ought to diſcompoſe 
you. Have not the Poets time out of 
ind made Princes tributary to their Mu- 
es? There is never a crown'd Head but 
Fyhat has ſome of theſe Gentlemen for its 
penſioners. And, entre nous, theſe ſorts of 
enſions being ſeldom unknown to Poſteri- 
y, immortalize the Liberality of Monarchs, 
whereas the others that they beſtow are of- 
en ſo much loſt to their Fame. How 
any Rewards has Auguſtus given? how 
any Penſions has he beſtow'd, of which 
ve hive no Knowledge? But lateſt Poſte- 
ty will know, as well as we, that Vir- 
receiv'd from that Emperor almoſt 
00,000: ‚m ... 

Whatever I could ſay to Don Hannibal, 
the Sonnet lay like Lead upon his Sto- 
mach. And not being able to digeſt it, he 
8 F 3: reſoly'd 


ol 
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reſolv'd to abandon all. However, to 
make his laſt Puſh, he would preſent one 
more Petition to the Duke of Lern. 
With this Intent, we went both to the 
Prime Minifter's, where we met with if 
young Fellow, who, after having falutedWc 
the Captain, ſaid to him with an affectio- 
nate Air, My dear old Maſter is it youſi: 
that I ſee? What Buſineſs has brought you 
to his Excellency's? If you ftand in need 
of a Perſon who has ſome Credit her, 
make uſe of me; I offer you my Service. 
How, Pedrills, (reply'd the Officer, ) to 
hear you, one would think that you had 
tome Poſt of Importance in this Houſe. 
At leaſt, (anſwer'd the young Fellow,) I 
have Intereſt enough to do an honeſt H. 
dalgo like you a Pleaſure. If it be o, 
(reply'd the Captain with a Smile,) I will 
have Recourſe to your Protection. I grantor 
it you, ſaid Pedrillo. You need only tel 
me the Buſineſs in hand, and I promile 
to obtain ſomething for you of the Prime 
Miniſter. Et | F 
We had no ſooner ſatisfied this obl be 
ging young Fellow, but he ask'd wheritw 
Don Hannibal lodg'd ; then having aſſurd 
us that we ſhould hear from him the next 
Day, he vaniſh'd without informing wil 
what he intended to do, or even telling 
us whether he was a Domeſtick 5 
| ; | | | | [1 K6 
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uke of Lerma. I was defirous of know- 
8 who this Pedrillo Was, that ſeem'd to 
ne ſo diligent. He is a young Fellow, 


10 
theMWreply'd rhe Captain) who ſerv'd me ſome 
ears ago, and finding my Circumſtances: 


ell to decay, left me to look for a Place 
f more Profit. I don't take it il] of him; 
tis very natural to change for the better. 
e is an Arch Fellow who does not want 
or Wit, and is as intriguing as the Devil. 
Bur in ſpite of all his Skill, I don't depend 
uch upon the Zeal he has juſt expreſs'd 
or me. Perhaps, (ſaid I,) he may be uſe- 
ul to you; for inſtance, if he ſhould be- 
ong to ſome of the Duke's Principal Of- 
icers, he may do you a Service. You: 
re not ignorant that amongit great Per- 
ons every Thing is carry'd by Intrigues 
nd Cabals; that they have Domeſticks who 
povern them, and that theſe are govern'd 
n their turn by their Footmen.. 

The next Morning we ſaw Pedrillo come 
o our Lodgings. Gentlemen, (ſaid he,) 
did not explain my ſelf yeſterday about 
he Means I had to ſerve Captain Chinchilla, 
twas becauſe we were not in a proper place 
o intruſt you with ſuch a Secret. Beſides, 
I was willing to ſee whether the Thing was 
feaſible, before I open'd my ſelf to you. 
now then, that I am the favourite Ser- 
ant to Don Rodriguez de Calderona, firſt 
4 Secretary - 
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Secretary to the Duke of Lerma. My 
Maſter being very gallant, goes almoſ 
every Night to ſup with a+Nightingal: 
of Arragon, whom he keeps in a Cage near 
the Court. She is a young Girl of Alb 
razin, one of the handſomeſt that can be 
ſeen, She has Wit, and ſings to Admirs 
tion. Accordingly ſhe is called Senor 
Sirena. As I carry her every Morning 1 
Billet-doux, I come now from ſeeing her, 
J propoſed to her to let Don Hannibal pak} 
for her Uncle, and under Colour of tha; 
to engage her Gallant to protect him. Shel} 
is very willing to undertake the Matter; " 

al 

V 

te 


1 e 0 


— 2 — + > me 


for beſides the little Advantage ſhe propoſe 
to herſelf from it, ſhe will be overjoy'd 
with being thought Niece to a brave Gen 
tleman. r „„ 
Signior de Chinchilla look'd ſour at thi 

Diſcourſe, he expreſs'd a great Averſion to Hin 
being made an Accomplice to a Trick, andre 
yet more to ſuffering a Jilt to diſhonout Her 
him, by pretending to be of his Family. NN 
He was not only ſhock'd with Reſpect to re. 
himſelf; he ſaw therein (to uſe that Ex-Ms,, 
preſſion) a retro- active Ignominy which 
reflected back upon his Anceſtors. Thi Ma; 
Delicacy ſeem'd very unſeaſonable to Pr 
drillo, who was diſpleas'd with it. Are 
you mad, (cry'd he,) to take it after that 
Manner? This is juſt the Temper of you, 
li fou 
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you petty Gentlemen, you have a Vanity 
that makes you ridiculous. Signior Ca- 


valier (continued he, addreſſing himſelf to 


me) are not you ſurpriz'd at the Scruples 


that he makes? Good God! Is it at Court 
that one muſt examine Things ſo nicely! 
Under whatever deſpicable Shape Fortune 


appears there, they take care not to let 


her ſlip. eh” 
I applauded Pedrillo's Speech, and we 


both harangu'd the Captain ſo well, thar 


we made him Cirena's Uncle in ſpite of 
his Teeth. When we had gain'd ſo far 
upon his Pride, we all three let our ſelves 
about writing a freſh Petition for the Prime 
Miniſter, which was review'd, augmen- 
ted, and corrected. I afterwards copied 
it over fair, and Pedrillo carried it to the 
Arragonian, who that very Night gave it 
in charge to Don Rodriguez, to whom ſhe 
repreſented the Matter ſo well, that the Se- 
cretary believing her really the Captain's 
Niece, promiſed to make uſe of his Inte- 
reſt for him. A few Days afterwards, we 
found the Effects of this Management. Pe- 
drillo came back to our Lodging with an 
Air of Triumph: Good - Nes (ſaid he to 
Chinchilla) The King will make a diſtri- 
bution of Commendaries, Benefices, and 
Penſions, when you won't be forgot. Bur 
lam order'd to demand of you what Pre- 

F 5 
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{ent you think to make Sirena. As for 
me, I declare I will have nothing. I pre- 
fer the Pleaſure of contributing to the Bet. 
tering the Fortune of my old Maſter to 
all the Gold in the World. The Nymph 
of Albarazin is not of the ſame Temper 
She is a little upon the Jew, when ſhe i 
to do a Service to her Neighbour. She 

Wou'd take Money of her own Father; 
judge whether the would refuſe that of: 
pretended Uncle. 5 
She need only name her Demands, re- 
ply'd Don Hannibal. If ſhe deſires ever 

Lear a third of the Penſion that is granted 
me, I promiſe it her, and that ought rot! 
fatisfy her, if the whole Revenues of hi 

Catholick Majeſty were at fftake. I ſhou'dWac 
very willingly truſt to your Word (reply fo 
Don Rodriguez's Mercury,) I know ver 
well that it is ſacred; but you have to d 
with a little Gipſy who is naturally very 
miſtruſtful. Belides ſhe had much: rather, 
once for all, that you ſnhou'd give her tc 
thirds down in ready Money. And when 

the Devil wou'd ſhe have me raiſe it? (ſai 

the Officer briskly interrupting him) Dot 
ſhe believe me a Contador=Mayor ? Yo 
muſt certainly not have inform'd her of m 
Circumſtances. Pardon me, (reply'd ? 
drillo, She knows very well that you at 
as poor as Job. After what I have 1 
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of W her ſhe can't be ignorant of it. But don't 
© WM trouble your ſelt; I am a Man fertile in 
et · ¶ Expedients. I am acquainted with an old 
to Rogue of an Oydor, who loves to lend his 
ph Money at ten per Cent. You ſhall make 
er, him an Aſſignment and Security for the 


5M firſt Year of your Penſion, in Confidera- 


he tion of the ſame Sum which you ſhall ac- 
rj knowledge to have receiv'd from him, and 
2M which you ſhall actually have all but the 
Intereſt. As for the Security, the Len- 
re-M der ſhall content himſelf with your Caſtle 
ery of Chinchilla, in the Condition wherein it 
red now is. You ſhall have no Diſpute about 
to that. | | 
hh The Captain proteſted that he would 
u' accept of theſe Propoſals, if he ſhould be 
fortunate enough to have a ſhare in the 
Favours that were to be diſtributed next 
Day. This happen'd accordingly ; He was 
gratify*d with a Penſion of three hundred 
Piſtoles upon a Commendary. As ſoon as 
ever he had heard this News, he gave all 
gen the Security that was demanded of him, 
(udWfiniſh'd his little Affairs, and return'd to 


t Pocket. 


hoe new) Caſtile with ſome Piſtoles in his 
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CH AP. XII. 


Gil Blas meets with his dear Friend 

Fabricio at Court. Great Foy be. 
tween them on both Sides. I here 

the) both went; and the Curio; 
Converſation they had together. 


- 


J Had us'd my ſelf to go every Morning v 
1 to the King's Apartment, where I ſpen A 
two or three hours in ſeeing the Grande Mp! 
come in and go out; they ſeeming to ne! 
there not to be ſurrounded with that Splem (r 
dor they are elſewhere. | Pt 
One Day as I was walking and ſtrut - in 
ting about the Lodgings, and making ( be 
do a great many others) a very ſcurvy Fr 
gure, I diſcover'd Fabricio whom 1 bal 
left at Valladolid, in the Governor cf 
the Hoſpital's Service. What ſurpriz'd me 
was that he convers'd familiarly with the 
Duke de Medina Sidonia, and the Marqui 
de Sainte Croix. Theſe two Noblemen a {el 
I thought took Pleaſure in his Ciſcourſe; fic 
add to this he was dreſs'd as handſomely v dt 
a noble Cavalier. 
Am not I deceiy'd, faid I to my lf! 
Is that the Son of the Barber Nunez ? In 


perhaps ſome young Courtier who _ 
| 65 
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bles him. I did not remain a long time in 
this Uncertainty; the Noblemen went out, 
znd I accoſted Fabricio, who knowing me 


that minute, took me by the Hand, and 
having made me thruſt thro' the Crowd, to 


get out of the Lodgings, My dear G11 


Blas, (ſaid he embracing me) I am over- 
joy'd to ſee you again. What are you 


doing at Madrid? Are you in any Place 
yet? Have you any Poſt at Court? In 
what State are your Affairs? Give me an 
Account of all that has 1 ſince your 
precipitated Departure from Valladolid. 
Vou ask me a great many things at once 


(replied J) and we are not here in-a Plage 
proper to recount Adventures. You are 


in the right (rejoin'd he;) We ſhall be 


better at my Lodgings. Come I'll carry 


you thither. Tis not far from hence. I 
am independent, agreeably ſettled, my 


Furniture perfectly good, I live contented, 


and am happy, fince 1 think my ſelf to 
o.. | HA EE 

I accepted his Offer, and ſuffer'd my 
ſelf to be led by Fabricio, who made me 
ſtop before a Houle that made a noble 
Show, where he told me he liv'd. We 


croſs'd a Court, on one {ide whereof was 


a great Stair- caſe that carried up to ſtately 


Apartments, and on the other a little 


pair of back Stairs as dark as MO 
5 | y 
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by which we went up to the Lodginlily 
which had been ſo much cried up. | 
conſiſted of only one Chamber, wheredMo 
my. ingenious Friend had made four, ſepuſſhe 
rated by Deal Partitions. The firſt ſery e. 
as an Anti- chamber to the ſecond, wherMWi 
he lay; the third was his Cloſer, and the 
laſt. his Kitchen. The Chamber and Anti- to 
chamber were hung with Maps, and the 
Furniture was aniwerable to the Hangings Wo 
*T was a large Bed of a Brocade very muchMWl 
worn, ſome old Chairs of yellow Serge ta 
trim'd with a filk Grenada Fringe of thefWE 
ſame Colour, a Table with gilt Feet, co -in 
ver'd with a Leather that ſeem'd to havWCi 
been red, and border'd with a Coppa 
Fringe that was turn'd black thro? lengthMtis 
of time, together with an Ebony Cup- 
board, adorn'd with Figures coarſch 
carv'd. A little Table ſerv*d in his Cloſe 
for a Bureau, and his Library was com: 
pos'd of ſome Books, with ſeveral Bundle th 
of Papers which one might ſee diſpo at 
upon Shelves along the Wall. His Kit -C 
chen, which was not unſuitable to the di 
reſt, conſi ſted of Earthen Ware, and other ch 
neceſſary Urenfils. ar 

Fabricio, having given me time to conſi·¶ F. 
der his Apartment, ſaid to me, What do tb 
you think of my Houſe- keeping, and myth 
Lodging? Are not you charm'd with 1 0 

C (3 
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ines faith (reply'd I ſmiling;) You muſt 
IrfWnanage your Affairs very well at Madrid; 
colo be ſo well ſettled here, without doubt 
pou have ſome Commiſſion. Heav'n pre- 
v'(Wcrve me from it! (rejoin'd he:) The Con- 
creMition I have choſen is preferable to any 
theMEmployment. A Perſon of Diſtinction, 
ti · No whom this Hotel belongs, has given me 
then Chamber. therein, whereof I have made. 
gs. Wfour,, which I have furniſh'd as you ſee. 
chill only buſy my ſelf about things wherein I 
take Pleaſure, and I feel no Neceſſity. 
Explain your ſelf more clearly, ſaid I, 
interrupting him. You only heighten a 3 
Curiofiry to know what Life you lead.. 
Well then (replied he) I am going to ſa- 
tisfy you. I am turned Author; I have 
commenc'd Wit; I write both in Verſe 
and Proſe; I am good at every. thing. 


ro 
the 
C0» 
we 
per 
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1 
eh 
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Ing :) That's what I cou'd never have 
thought. I ſhou'd have been leſs ſurpriz'd 
at ſeeing you any thing elle. What 
Charms then have you found in the Con- 
dition of Poets? I ſhou'd have fancied that 
thoſe Gentlemen were deſpis'd in civil Life, 
and that they had no fettled Ordinary. O 
Fy! (cried he in his turn) You ſpeak of 
thoſe miſerable Authors whofe Works are 
the Refuſe of Bookſellers and Players. 
Ought one to wonder if ſuch Writers are 

| | | " _ 


You a Favourite of Apollo / (faid I augh- 


flirſt poſſels'd you. 


that was eaſily milk'd. This Reflection 
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not eſteem'd ? But the good ones are up 
a better footing in the World. And I my 

ſay, without Vanity, that I am of thi 
Number. I doubt it not, replied I; ya 

are a young Fellow of a good deal 

Wit; what you compoſe cannot be bad 

I only wonder how the Fury of writing 


Your Surprize is juſt (rejoin'd Nanez 
J was ſo contented with my Condition 
with Signior Manuel Ordognez, that I di 
not with to change. But my Genius riſing 
by 8 like that of Plautus, abo 
Subjection, I wrote a Comedy, which! 
had acted by the Comedians at Vall. 
dolid. Tho' it was not worth a Ruſh, 
it met with great Succeſs. By this I judge 
that the Publick was a good milch Com, 


and the eager Deſire of writing ſome ney 
Pieces, made me quit the Hoſpiral ; The 
Love of Poetry wean'd me from that 0 
Riches, and I reſolv'd to go to Madrid 
as being the Center of the Beaux- Eſprit) 


to refine my Taſte there. Hereupon I ask 
my Diſcharge of the Governor, who dil” 
not give it me without Regret, ſo great 05 
was his Affection for me. Fabricio (ſaid 4 


he) have you any Reaſon to be diſſatisfied" 
with me? No Sir, (replied I) you are tht * 
beſt of Maſters, and I am ſenſibly 9 FR 
© 3.5 | ; . - Wil 


hap. 13. of GIL BLAS. 113 


1 . 
alvith your Goodneſs. But you know one 
na uſt follow ones Stars. I find my ſelf 


horn to immortalize my Name by my witty 
productions. What a Fellow is this, ſaid 
he good Citizen! You are already natura- 
zd in the Hoſpital; you are upon the 
Foundation whence the Stewards are made, 
ind even ſometimes the Governors. You 
will quit the Solid to run after Trifles. So 
uch the worſe for thee, Child. 

The Governor ſeeing that he oppos'd 


in Intention in vain, paid me my Wages, 
dend made me a Preſent of fifty Ducats in 
| Wcknowledgement of my Services. So that 
ith that and what I had ſcrap'd up in the 
<,Wittle Commiſſions wherewith I had been 


truſted, I was. in a Condition, when L 
ame to Madrid, to put my ſelf in a hand- 
ome Figure; which I did, tho' the Wri- 
ers of our Nation don't value themſelves 
nuch upon their Dreſs. I ſoon became 
cquainted with Lopez de Vega Carpio, 


amous Authors; but preferably to theſe 
reat Men, I choſe a young Batchelor of 


dd Ldova, the incomparable Don Lewis de 
eongora, the fineſt Genius that ever Spain 
fl roduced. He is not willing his Works 
iel ould be publiſh'd in his Life-time; he 
theses himſelf with reading them to his 


riends. What is moſt particular, is, that 
. Nature 


iguel Cervantes de Saavedra, and other 


| 
| 
| 
| 
$ 
1 
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Nature has endu'd him with the uncommon 
Talent of ſucceeding in all forts of Poetry 
But principally he excels in Satyr, that) 
his Maſter- piece. He is not like Lucilius 
a muddy River that carries a great deal ot 
Slime with it, he is the Tagus whoſe clear 
Streams roll over a golden Sand. 

You draw me (ſaid I to Fabricio) a fine 
Picture of this Batchelorz and I dont 
doubt but a Perſon of ſuch Merit has: 
great many Detractors. All the Authors 
(replied he) both good and bad, inveighWo 
againſt him. One ſays he loves BombailMWu 
Puns, Metaphors, and Tranſpoſitions. Such 
an Obſcurity (ſays another) runs thro” all 
his Verſes, as was in thoſe which the &. 
kan Prieſts ſung in their Proceſſions, which 
no body underitood. There are ſome who 
even reproach him with making ſometime 
Sonnets or Romances, ſometimes Come: 
dies, ſometimes Stanzas, c. as if he had 
extravagantly undertaken to ſurpaſs the 
beſt Writers in all kinds of Poetry. But al 
this jealous Carping only loſes its force 
againſt a Muſe that is cheriſh'd both by ths 
1 and the Multitude. 

T was under this able Maſter that I ſer vi 
my Apprenticeſhip; and I dare venture t 
fay that 'tis apparent by my Writings. 
have imbib'd fo much of his Wit, that! 
| have already compos'd Pieces which h 

; . | | wou 
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ou ou'd not be aſhamed to own. I go, after 
i Example, to recite my Labours in great 
ouſes, where they receive me to Admi-— 
tion, and I meet with Perſons who are 
ot difficult. Tis true I have a good way 
f Delivery, which does no Injury to my 
Compoſitions. In ſhort J am efteemed by 
veral Noblemen; eſpecially J live with 
he Duke of Medina Sidonia, as Horace did 
ith Mecenas. This, (continu'd Fabricio) 
the Way I commenc'd Author. I have 
> more to tell you; now Gil Blas tis your 
uin to relate your Adventures. | 
Then I afſum'd the Diſcourſe, and paſ- 
ng over every indifferent Circumſtances. 
gave him the Account he deſir'd, after 
hich it was Time to think of Dinner. 
ereupon he took ſome Napkins out of 
s Ebony Cup- board, together with Bread, 


c-W picce of a roaft Shoulder of Mutton, and: 
2008 Bottle of excellent Wine; and we both 
bet down ro Table with all the Gaiety of 


vo Friends who meet after a long Sepa- 
ation. You ſee, (ſaid he) my free and in- 
ependent Life. I might, if | wou'd, eat 
very Day with Perſons of Quality; but 
eßdes that the Love of writing keeps me 
ten at Home, I am a little Ariſfippus. 
can ſuit, my ſelf equally to the Company 
Great Men, and to a retired Life, to- 
bundance, and Frugality. N We 
| N Ve 
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We found the Wine ſo good, that he 
was forc'd to fetch another Bottle out of 
his Cup-board ; and when the Cheeſe came 
upon the Table, I told him that I ſhou' 
be very glad to ſee ſome of his Product. 
ons. Immediately he look'd for a Som 
net amongſt his Papers, which he read tl 
me with an Emphaſis. However in pit 
of the Charms of his Delivery, I foundMe 
the Style ſo obſcure, that I cou'd not como 
prehend any part of it. He perceiv'd it r 
This Sonnet (ſays he) does not ſeem ver 
clear to you, does it? I confeſs'd that 
J cou'd have wiſh'd for a little more Clear: 
neſs in the Expreſſions. Upon this hi 
fell a laughing at my Expence. If ths 
Sonnet (replied he) is not intelligible, 
ſo much the better. A natural and ſimpe 
Style is not agreeable to Sonnets, Ode 
and other Works that require the $4/:n 
All their Merit conſiſts in their Obſcurity 
Tis enough that the Poet thinks he under: 
ſtands himſelf, What, do you banter me, 
Friend? faid I, interrupting him. There 
muſt be good Senſe, and a Clearneſs ol 
Expreſſion in all Poetry, of whatever nt 
ture they are. And if your incomparable 
Gongora does not write more intelligibl 
than you, I muſt own to you that the 
Eſteem I had conceiv'd for him will be 
greatly diminſh'd. He is a Poet who - 
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oſt can but impoſe upon his own Age. 
ow let me ſee your Proſe. 5 
Hereupon Nunez ſhew'd me a Preface 
rhich he intended (as he ſaid) for a Collec- 
jon of Comedies that were in the Preſs; 
ter which he ask'd me what I thought of 
It, Jam no better ſatisfied (replied I) with 
our Proſe than your Verſe. Your Son- 
et is but a ſwelling Bombaſt; and as for 
our Preface it is full of far-fetch'd Ex- 
reflions, and Words that are not war- 
anted by the Publick, or (if I may uſe 
hat Term) of perplex'd Phraſes. In a 
ord your Style 1s ſingular, the Books 
f our good ancient Authors are not ſo 
ritten. Poor /[gnoramus / (ſaid Fabricio :) 
ou don't know that every Proſe-writer 
rho now aſpires at the Reputation of a 
aſterly Pen, affects this Singularity of 
tyle, theſe out-of-the-way Expreſſions 
What ſhock you. There are five or fix bold 
Winovators of us who have undertaken to 
urn the Language topſy-turvy. And we 
ball gain our Point, an't pleaſe God, in 
pite of Lopez de Vega, Cervantes, and all 
Je Wits who cavil at our new way of 
peaking, We are ſeconded by a Num- 
er of Partizans of Diſtinction, we have 
en ſome Divines in our Cabal. | 
After all (continu'd he) our Deſign 
 laudable, and Prejudice apart, we are 
b : more 
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more to be valu'd than thoſe eaſy WII 
ters who ſpeak like the Vulgar. I carif 
imagine why ſo many Gentlemen eſteen 
them. It might do very well at Athen 
and Rome, where all the World were con 
founded; and that is the Reaſon why 9 
crates tells Alcibiades that the People ar 
an excellent School-maſter. But at M. 
drid we have a good and a bad Cuſton; 
and our Courtiers expreſs themſelves afte 
another manner than our Citizens. You 
may believe me, in ſhort, our new Styl 
carries the oy from that of our Ant: 
goniſts. I will ſhew you by one Touch 
the difference between the Gentileneſs ol 
our Expreſhon and the Flatneſs of theirs 
For Inſtance, they wou'd ſay, after an cal 
manner, Interludes ſet off a Come) 
whereas we ſhou'd expreſs our ſelye 
more refinedly, Interludes are an Embellij 
ment to a Comedy: obſerve well that EY 
| belliſhment. Don't you perceive the Beau. 
ty, the Gracefulneſs, and the Noblenc 
of it? TH EE 1 
1 interrupted my Innovator, by a Fit 
Laughter! Fabricio, (replied I) you are u 
Original with your affected Language 
And you (rejoin'd he) are but a Dune 
with your fluent Style. Go, (continu'd bt, 
applying to me the Words of the Arch 
buhop of Grenada,) go to my a 
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ft him give you a hundred Ducats, and 
eav'n guide you with that Sum. Fare- 
e Monſieur Gil Blas, I wiſh you à little 
ter Taſte. I redoubled my Laughter, at 


peaking with Irreverence of his Writings, 
ad not at all flag in his good Humour. 
e finiſh'd our ſecond Bottle, after which 
e both aroſe from Table in a pretty good 
ve, We went out with an Intent to 
alk in the Prado, but paſling by the Door 
fa Chocolate-houſe, we had a Fancy to 
0-1n there. | 


good Company, and accordingly we ſaw 
ein two ſeparate Rooms ſeveral Cavaliers 


n one, they were playing at Primero and 
eſs; and in the other, ten or twelve 
erſons were very attentively liſt' ning to 
0 aeg Wits who were diſputing. 

We had no need to go very near them, 


etaphy ſical Propoſition; for they ſpoke 
it Aich ſo much Heat and Paſſion that they 
e upok'd like two that were poſſeſs'd. I 


bee Devils come out at their Noſtrils. 
od God (ſaid I to my Companion, ) 
Wt Vivacity! what Lungs! theſe Diſ- 

| | OE putants 


Whis Flight; and Fabricio forgiving my 


This Place was generally frequented by 


ho were diverting themſelves differently. 


hear that their Argument was upon a 


lieve that if one had put Eleazar's Ring 
unc der their Noſes, one ſhou'd have ſeen 


—Ü— — — —— — 
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putants were born to be the publick Cri 
ers. Moſt part of the Company are fore 
to remove. Yes indeed, (replied he) theſ 
Men are certainly deſcended from thi 
Race of Novius, the Roman Banker, whok 
Voice cou'd be heard above the Noiſe 0 
the Carmen. But (continued he) wha 
diſguſts me moſt in their Diſcourſe, i 
that our Ears are deaefn'd to no Purpose 
Hereupon we got at a Diſtance from thei 
roaring Metaphyſicians, whereby I diver 
ted a violent Head-ach that was beginningſ® 
to ſeize me. EE , 
We went and plac'd our ſelves in Wc 
corner of the other Room, whence, while 
we were refreſhing our ſelves with cooling 
Liquors, we ſet our ſelves to examine thi 
Cavaliers that went out and in. Nun 
knew almoſt all of em. Good God, (cry{ev 
he,) the Diſpute of- our Philoſophers wi 
not be yet over. Here come freſh Mer 
inforcements. Thoſe three that juſt e 
ter'd will engage therein. But do yo 
ſee thoſe two Originals that are going ou 
That little ſwarthy lean Perſon, when 
long lank Hair hangs down in equal Po 
tions before and behind, is call'd Don Ji 
lian de Villanuo. He is a young O 
who ſets up for a pretty Fellow. One 
my Friends and I went the other Day 
dine with him. We ſurpriz'd him ve 
85 | ſingular 
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iMingularly employ'd: He was diverting 
»Minſelf in his Cloſet making a great 
rey-hound fetch and carry the Bags 
herein were the Papers of a Laws-ſuir, 
Wrhcrcof he is to make the Report, and 
hich the Dog tore in Pieces. The Li- 
Wcntiate with the red Face who accompa- 
ies him is nam'd Don Cherabin Tonto. 
He is a Canon of the Church of Toledo, 
he weakeſt Wretch in the World. Ne- 
ertheleſs by his brisk lively Air, you 
would take him for a Man of Wit. He 
has a ſparkling Eye, with a Satyrical ma- 
licious Smile. One would believe that 
be was a Man of bright Thought. Does 
y one read a fine Piece before him? he 
liſtens to it with an Attention that ſeems 
to proceed from a good Judgment, and 
nevertheleſs he underſtands not a Word 
ff it, He was at the Oydor's Entertain» 
ment. A thouſand. bright Things were 
aid there, a number of Jeſts broke, Don 
Cherubin {ſpoke not a Word, but he ap- 
glauded them with fach a deciſive Air, as 
kem'd ſuperior even to our brighteſt 
dallies. — 
Do you know (ſaid I to Nunez) thoſe 
Iwo Slovens who are leaning with their 
tbows upon a Table, and whiſpering in 
lis Corner, breathing full in each other's 
ces? No, (reply'd he) their Faces are 
Vo. III. 9 unknown. 


\ 
- 
. — — 9 — _ — 
— —ͤLx. A ˙ Oe Wn — — 


122 The HISTORY Book! 
unknown to me. But, according to al 
Appearances, they are Coffee-houſe Pol. ir 
ticians, who are cenſuring the Govern-Wn: 
ment. Look upon that genteel Cavalier 
who walks whiſtling about the Room, and 
ſtanding ſometimes upon one Leg, ſome- 
times upon t'other. *Tis Don Avgufin 
Moreto, a young Poet, who was not bor 
without a Talent, but has been render 
almoſt Mad by the Flattery of ignorante. 
Wretches. The Man whom he accoſtW" 
is one of his Brethren, who turns Proſe 
into Verſe, and is alſo a little Lunatick. 
What, yet more Authors! (cry'd he, 
ſhowing me two Swordſmen who ver 
entring:) It ſeems as if they had all ap- 
pointed to come here, and paſs in Review 
before you. The one is Don Barnard 
 Deſlenguado, and the other Don Sebaſtian 
de Villa Vicioſa. The firſt is a Man full of 
Gall, an Author born under the Conſtel- Na 
lation of Saturn, a ' miſchievous Mortal 
Who takes a Pleaſure in hating all the 
World, and is himſelf not beloy'd by ary 
one. As for Don Sebaſtian, he is an ho- 
neit Man, an Author who will let nothing 
lie upon his Conſcience. He has had 
Piece lately acted at the Playhouſe, which 
met with extraordinary Succeſs; and be 
is going to print it, that he may no longer 
impole upon the Judgment of the Publick. 
8 Gongora" 
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Gongora's charitable Pupil was prepa- 
ing to explain to me the Figures of the 
noving Picture before her Eyes,, when 
Gentleman of the Duke of Medina Si- 
nia came to interrupt him, by ſaying, 
gnior Don Fabricio, I was looking for 
ou, to tell you that his Grace wants to 
peak with you. He expects you at home. 
une knowing that one can't comply 
oo ſoon with the Deſires of a great Man, 


&;Muitted me that Moment to go to his 
oe Hecenas, leaving me in a great Surprize 
t hearing him call'd Don, and finding 
eim thus enobled in ſpite of Maſter Chry- 
ore m the Barber, his Father. (ES) 
2W D | * "nt 
rd VVV 

„ 7 C H A F, XIV. | | 
A bricio places Gil Blas with Count 
v Galiano @ Sicilian Nobleman. 

n | 1 | 1 
x | Had too great a Curioſity to ſee Fabri- 


cio again, to fail of being with him ear- 
the next Morning. Good Morrow, (ſaid 
L at my Entrance, ) 10 Signior Don Fa- 
Clo, - the Flower, or rather the Muſproom 
f the Auſtrian Nobility. At theſe Words 
ic burſt out a laughing. What then 

| WH (cry'd 


aal. Die His Foxy Bool 
(cry'd he) you have obſerv'd that the 
call'd me Don? Yes, my Gentleman, (n 
ply'd I,) and you'll allow me to tell yg 
that yeſterday in recounting your Met 

morphoſes, you forgot the beſt. I apry 
with you, (rejoin'd he;) but, upon m 
Word, if I have aſſum'd that Title, tun 
not ſo much to honour my own Vanity 
as to ſuit my ſelf to that of others. Yo 
know the Spaniards, They have no man 
ner of Efteem for an honeſt Man, if hy 
Has the Misfortune to want for Birth, and 
Money. I'll ſay more, LI ſee ſo many Pe 
ple, and Heav*n knows of what ſort, why 
ſtile themſelves Don Franciſco, Don Pear. 
or Don what you pleaſe, that if there is n, 
Impoſture in the Cafe, you muſt agree that 
the Rank of Nobility is very common. 
and that a Plebeian of Merit does them Ho- 
nour when he deigns to aſſume it. 
But to change the Subject, (continued 
he,) laſt Night at Supper at the Duke 
Medina 8idoma's, where, amongſt other, 
was Count Galiano, a Sicilian Noblemalh, 
of the fiſt Rank, the Diſcourſe turn'd up- 
on the ridiculous Effects that are produce 
by Selſ- love. Being charm'd with the Op 
portunity of entertaining the Compal) 
thereupon, I diverted them with the H. 
| oxy of the Homilies. You may vel 

think that your Archbiſhop was — 


—— — — 
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be, ranied on all Sides; which did not 
(rrove untucky for you; for you was pi- 
Jed, and Count Galliano, after having ask'd 


ne a number of Queſtions about you, to 
hich you may imagine I made ſuitable 
nſwers, has order'd me to bring you to 
Win. I was juſt coming to ſeek you for 
hat Purpoſe. Undoubredly he intends to 
fer you to be one of his Secretaries. I 
Wrou'd not have you refuſe that Proffer ; 
Wor the Count is Rich, and lives at Ma- 
rid like an Ambaſſador. Tis faid that 
ce is come to Court to confer with the 
Duke of Lerma about fome Crown Lands 
hich that Miniſter intends to alienate in 
lily. In ſhorr, Count Galians, tho' a Si- 
ian, ſeems generous, and full of Can- 
lour and Integrity. You can't do better 
han to make your Court to this Noble- 
han, He is probably the Perſon who is 
denrich you, according to the Propheſy 
Grenada. 7, 

| was reſolv'd (reply'd I to Nunez) to 
ave rambled a little, and have taken my 
leaſure, before I ſettled again in a Ser- 
ice; but the Picture you have drawn of 
is Hicilian Count makes me change my 
Mind, I wiſh I were already with him. 
That you ſhall preſently, (rejoin'd he,) or 
am much miſtaken. At the fame time 
e both went ftraighr to the Count's, Who 
"WW 4 lodg'd 
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villa his Friend, who was then in the 
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lodg'd in the Houſe of Don Sanchez d 4: 


Country. ” N | 
On entring the Court, we found a num: 
ber of Pages, and Footmen in a rich well. 
fancy'd Livery, and in the Anti-Chamber 
ſeveral Gentlemen of the Horſe, Gentle 
men, and other Officers. They were all 
magnificently cloth'd, but with that hal! 
ſuch uncouth Faces, that I thought IVA 
a Company of Apes in a Spaniſh Drek.ſ'* 
There are Men and Women of ſuch a 
Make that no Art will mend them. 0 
They carry'd in word that Don Fabric . 
was there, upon which he was introduce 
in a Minute into the Chamber, where I. 


follow'd him. The Count was in hisM!* 
Night- gown, fitting upon a Sopha, and" 


drinking Chocolate. We ſaluted him with" 
all manner of Demonſtrations of a pro- A 
found Reſpe& ; and he, on his ſide, bow 
his Head, with ſuch a gracious Look, that 


J immediately found he had won m.,“ 
Heart; the admirable and yet uſual Effect 
that a favourable Reception from great MW: 
Men produces. They muſt give us but l 
very cool Welcome, when they diſpleale g 


us. | 
| Having drunk his Chocolate, he diver WM; 
red himſelf ſome Time with playing with 
large Ape that was by him, and was of 
3 | C1 Cupid. 


128 Die HisroRy Book] 
how I Intend to imploy you: In the mean 
while you have nothing to do but to follow 
my Intendant. I have given him ſome 
Orders relating to you. 1 obey'd, leaving 
Fabricio with the Count and Crnpid. 

The Comptroller, who was a ſharp 
AMeffneze, conducted me to his Apart | 
ment, overwhelming me with Civilities, 
Then he ſent for the Taylor who had 
cloth'd all the Family, and order'd him 
ſpeedily to make him a Suit of the ſame 
Magnificence with thoſe of the head Off- 
cers of the Houſe. The Taylor having 
taken my Meaſure retir'd. As for your 
Lodging, ſaid the Meſinege, I know 4 
Chamber that will fit you. But (conti- 
nu'd he) have you Breakfaſted ? I anſwer'd 
no. Ah, poor Fellow, (rejoin'd he) why 
did not you ſpeak? Come I'll lead you to 
a Place where, Heav'n be thank'd, one 
need only ask and have. 

At theſe Words he carry'd me down in- 
to the Buttery, where we found the Steu- 
ard, a Neapolitan, full as good as the Meſſ- 
nee. One might ſay, of the Comptroller 
and him, that they were a complete Pair. 
This honeſt Steward was fitting with five 
or ſix of his Friends, who were cramming 
theraſelves with Hams, Neats-Tongues, 
and other ſalt Victuals which oblig'd them 
to drink one Glaſs after another. We 
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ean Noin'd theſe Good -Fellows, and help'd 
ow hem to diſpatch the Count's beſt Wines. 
me hilſt Things went thus in the Buttery, 
ing bey were not much better in the Kitchen: 
he Cook was alſo entertaining three or 
Four Citizens of his Acquaintance, who 
ad not ſpare the Wine any more than us, 
und were gorging their Stomachs with 
Rabbit and Partridge Pies. Even the very 


Scullions made themſelves merry with 
ne MWwhat they couid pilter, I thought I was” 
i- Win a Houſe that was given up to be pillag'd. 


Nevertheleſs - this was nothing. I taw 
On in Compariſon of what I did 
Ot lee. . 5 


— wm 0 


CHAP. XV. 


07 the Employments Gil Blas had in 
Count Galiano's Houſe. 


|: Fees out to fetch my Things, and have 
them brought ro my new Lodging. 
When I came back, the Count was at 
Table with ſeveral Noblemen and Poet 
Nunez, who ſat and was walted upon with 

| 7 :- 1 
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an eaſy Air, and made one in the Conve, w. 
ſation. I even obſerv'd that he did ng 
ſpeak one Word but what was agreeabk 
to the Company. Well fare Wit! Whe 
a Man is Maſter of it, he may act wha 
Part he pleaſes. 

As for me, I din'd with the Officer, Cl 
who were treated almoſt like their Maſter Wor 
Dinner being over, I withdrew to myW« 
Chamber, where I began to reflect upon 
my Condition. Well, G Blas, (ſaid v 
you are now with a Sicilian Count with 
whoſe Character you are not acquainted. 1 
To judge by Appearances, you will live H! 
Clover. But I would not have you ſwear 


for any Thing, and you ought to diſtrut © 


your Stars, whoſe Malignity you have e. 
perienc'd but too often. Beſides this, youll © 
are ignorant what Employment he deſigns 
you, He has already Secretaries and a 
Comptroller : What Service then can you "i 
do him? Without doubt he intends to! 
make you his Mercury; ſo much the bet - 
ter, one. can't be upon a more profitable il £ 
| footing with a Nobleman, to make one's il © 
Fortune quickly. In more credible Poſts ! 
one advances but ſlowly, neither does one il ! 
Always hit the Mark. | { 

Whilſt I was making ſuch fine Refle&i- Il ! 
ons, a Footman came to tell me that all 
thc Cavaliers who had din'd at our Houſe i ' 
© op „ were 


— 
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were juſt gone home, and the Count 
ak'd for me. I flew immediately to his 
Apartment, where I found him ſtretch'd 
out upon his Sopha, and ready to take his 
Siefo with the Ape, which was by him. 
Come hither, G Blas, (ſaid he) take a 
Chair and hearken to me. I did as he 
order'd, and he ſpoke after this man- 
ner. Don Fabricio has told me that 
amongſt other good Qualities, you was 
very affectionate to your Maſters, and 
are a Perſon of Integrity. Theſe two 
Things made me reſolve to propoſe 
our living with me. I want a Servant 
who will be wedded to my Intereſts, and 
employ all his Attention in preſerving my 
Eſtate. Iam rich indeed, but my Expences 
every Year exceed my Revenues very 
much. And why? Becauſe they rob 
me, Becauſe they plunder me. I am 
in my Houſe as in a Wood beſet with 
Thieves, I ſuſpe&t my Comptroller and 
Steward of having an Intelligence to- 
gether z and if I am not deceiv'd in my 
Conjectures, that is more than enough to 
ruin me utterly. You will anſwer, that 
e if I believe them Rogues, I have nothing 
to do but to diſmiſs them. But where 
- ſhall I get others that are of a different 
| W Nature? I will be contented with having 
blem both obſerv'd by a Man, who ſhall. 
| 1 G 1 die 
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have Power to overlook their Conduct. 


And I have choſen you for that Place. If 
you acquit your ſelf well of it, be aſſur'd 
you don't ſerve one that will be ungrate- 
ful. I will take care to ſettle you very 
_ advantageouſly in Sicily. = 
Having diſcours'd me thus, he ſent me 
away ; and that very Night I was proclaim'd 
Super-Intendant of rhe Houſe, before all 
the Domeſticks. The Meſineze and the 
Neapolitan were not much mortify'd at 
firſt, becauſe they thought me a good 
Companion, who would eaſily compound 
. with them, and they reckon'd that by let- 
ting me go Snacks, they might keep on at 
their old Rate. But they found themſelves 
. devilithly miſtaken the next Day, when! 
declar'd that I was an utter Enemy to any 
Breach of Truſt. I ask*d the Steward an 
Account of the Proviſions. I viſited the 
_ Cellars. J alfo enquired into the State of 
the Buttery, I mean the Plate and the Lin- 
en. After this I exhorted them both to 
be good Managers of their Maſter's Mo- 
ney, to- — in their Expences, and 
concluded my Exhortations -by proteſting 
that I would inform the Count of all the 
Extravagancies that I ſhould diſcoyer in his 
Houſe. 
This was not all. I would: have a Spy 
to find out if there was any ſecret Under- 
— ſtanding 
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tanding between them. In order to this 


fx'd my Eyes upon a Scullion, who ſuffering 


himſelf. to be won over by my Promiſes, 
told me that I cou'd not have pick'd upon 


2 more proper Perſon, to be inform'd of 


all that paſs'd in the Houſe. He ſaid that 
the Comptroller and Steward were agreed 


together, and burn'd the Candle at both 


ends: That they every Day convey'd away 
half the Victuals that was bought for the 
Houſe : That the Neapolitan kept a Miſ- 
Itreſs who liv'd over-againſt St. Thomas's 
College, and that the Meffineze had ano- 
ther at the Sam Gate: That theſe two: 
Sparks ſent every Day to their Nymphs 
Proviſion of all forts: That the Cook for 
his Part difpatch'd good Plates-full to a 
Widow of his Acquaintance in the Neigh- 


bourhood, and that by virtue of the der- 


yices he did the two others, to whom he 
was entirely devoted, he diſpos'd as well 
a them of the Wines in the Cellar. In 
ſhort that theſe three Domeſticks were the 
Occaſion of making fuch a horrible Ex- 
pence at the Count's. If you doubt my 
Account, (adds the Scullion) only rake 
the Trouble to meet me to-morrow at ſe- 
ren in the Morning near St. Thomas's 
Cate; you will ſee me laden with a large 
Buket that will quickly convince you of 


ſeems 


the Truth. What, (reply'd I) then it 
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ſeems you are Factor to theſe gallant Pur- 
veyors? I (rejoin'd he) am employ'd by 
the Steward, and one of my Comrades does 
the Meſſages of the Comptroller. 
I had the Curioſity next Day to go at 
the appointed Hour to St. Thomas's Col. 
lege. I did not wait long for my Spy. I 
ſaw him coming with a vaſt Basket full of 
Butchers Meat, Poultry, and wild Foy, 
I took an Inventory of each ſort, and drey 
up, upon my Pocket-Book, a little verbal 
Caſe, after having bid Mr. Turnſpit di- 
charge his Commiſſion as uſual. 
Ihe Sicilian Nobleman being naturally MW |: 
very paſſionate, would in his farſt Traut 
ports have turn'd away both the Neapoli- Wc 
tan and the Meſſineze; but having reflected MIr 
better upon it, he ſatisfy'd himſelf with War 
diſmiſſing the latter, whoſe Place he gave fo 
me. Thus my Poſt of Super-Intendant WT 
was ſuppreſs'd a little after its Creation, MW 
and to own freely I did not regret it. I: Wn 
was properly ſpeaking but the Employ- Man 
ment of an honourable Spy, a Place that Win; 
had nothing ſolid in it. On the other hand, Mey 
being made Mr. Comptroller, . I was Mx Wit 
ſter of the ſtrong Box, and that is the chic M0; 
Thing. He is the Domeſtick who ha Wha 
the firſt Rank in a great Houſe z and there Mthi 
are ſo many little Perquiſites annexed 4 my 
: : Ed 3 
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his Poſt, that he would become rich, even 
tho' he were an honeſt Man. | | 
| My Neapolitan, who was not at the 

End of his Roguery, obſerving thar I was 
t paſſionately zealous for my Maſter, and 

that I reſolv'd every Morning to obſerve 
| WH what Meat he bought, and to keep a Re- 
WW ciſter of it, left off conveying any away 
but the Hang-dog continu'd to take the 
ſame Quantity each Day, by this Trick. 
He increas'd the Profits he had from the 
Meat that came off the Table, which of 
Right belong'd to him, ſo that he was at 
leaſt enabled to ſend his Miſtreſs good 
Store of Proviſion ready dreſs'd, tho' he 


could no longer furniſh her with any Raw. 
ed In ſhort the cunning Devil loſt nothing, 
hand the Count was not a Jot the forwarder 


for having a Phoenix of a Comptroller. 
The exceſſive Profuſion with which I then 
ſaw each Entertainment overcharg'd, made 
me immediately ſuſpect this new Trick, 
and I as ſoon put a ſtop to it, by retrench- 
ing the Superfluities of each Courſe. How- 
ever I did this with ſo much Prudence, that 
it had not in the leaſt the Air of Parſimony. 
ut ne would have ſworn the Extravagance 
has WW bad {till continu'd the ſame; and yet by 
cre this Oeconomy I conſiderably diminiſh'd 
to ny Maſter's Expences. This was juſt 

a ly ” What 


form'd. I found that the Wine went very 


the Bottles half full, which were after- 
tthreaten'd to turn them out of Doors, it 


to their Duty. As I carefully inform'd my 
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what he wanted; He would keep within 
Bounds, and yet make as magnificent a 
Figure. Avarice was nat ſo Predominant 
in him as Oſtentation. 7 
There was yet another Abuſe to be re. 


faſt. If, for Example, twelve Cavaliers 
were at the Count's Table, there would 
be fifty and ſometimes threeſcore Flask 
diſpatch'd. This very much ſurpriz'd me; 
and not in the leaſt doubting but there was 
fome Cheat in it, I conſulted my Oracle 
thereupon, that is to fay my Scullion, with 
whom I often diſcours'd in private, and 
who gave me a faithful Account of all that 
was ſaid or done in the Kitchen, where he 
was ſuſpected by no body. 

He inform'd me that the Waſte, whereof 
I complain'd, proceeded from a new 
Combinatian between the Steward, the 
Cook, and the Footman who fill'd out 
the Wine: That the latter carried back 


wards divided amongſt the Cabal. Upon 
this I reprimanded the Footmen, and 


they ever ventur'd to do the ſame again, 
which was enough to make them retuin 
Maſter of the leaſt Thing J did for 0 
Advantage, he overwhelm'd me wi 

EO | Prailcs 
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Praiſes, and I ſeem'd every Day to be more 
and more in his Favour. On the other 
hand to make the Scullion ſome amends 
for having done me ſuch good Service, L 
made him Under-Cook. _ DT 
The Neapolitan was almoſt mad to find 
that I met with him every way; and what 
mortified him the moſt was the continual 
Contradictions he was expos'd to every 
ime he came to bring me his Accounts. 
For, that I might clip his Wings the better, 
took the Pains to go to the Markets to 
now the Price of Proviſtons. So that 
frer that I ſaw thro” all his Deſigns; and 
bs he was always intent upon his own Pro- 
ts, and for that Purpoſe would have fix'd 
us own exorbitant Prices upon every 
Thing, I reprimanded him ſeverely. 1 
as very well ſatisfied that he curs'd me 
hundred times a-day; but the Grounds 
his Execrations made me not in the 
aft apprehenſive of their taking Effect. I 
't imagine how he cou'd bear with ſo. 
any Contradictions, and not leave the 
lian Count's Service. Unqueſtionably 
found his Account therein, in ſpite of 
my Deductions. „„ 
As I faw Fabricio from time to time, I 
iorm'd him of all my Exploits, as Mr. 
omptroller, ſuch as were before unheard 
; but I found him more inclin d to blame 


my 
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compenſed; but, between you and I, if 
| you were not quite ſo hard updn the Stey- 


need only give you half the Overplus, and 


a Servant as long as you live, fince you 


earneſt. He was aſham'd of having give! 
me ſuch bad Counſel to no Purpoſe. I” 
main'd fix'd in my Reſolution of being al 


3 


my Conduct, than approve it. Heavn 
grant (ſaid he to me one Day) that after 
all this, your Diſintereſtedneſs be well re. 


ard, I believe it would not be the worſe for 
you. hat (replied I) ſhall the Thief inf 
his Accounts impudently rate a Fiſh at ten 
Piſtoles, which coſts him but four, and 
would you have me overlook ſuch an Ar- 
ticle? Why not? (retorted he, coolly.) He 


then he will do things according to Form, 
Upon my Life Friend, (continu'd be, 
ſhaking his Head) you are a down-right 
Spoil-houſe; and you are very likely to be 


don't ſtrike while the Iron's hot. Know 
that Fortune is like one of thoſe jilting nn. 
fickle Coquets, who ſlip thro” the Fingers 
of ſuch Lovers as don't uſe them roughly. 

IL only laugh'd at Fabricio's Diſcourle; 
he even laugh'd at it himſelf, and would 
have perſuaded me, that he was not in 


ways faithful and zealous for my Malter 


I did not degenerate; and I dare ſay, tin: 
by my Frugality, in four Months, I fav'd 


him at leaſt Three: thouſand Ducats. 
4 3 C H Af 


E 200 


Galiano's Ape: Of that Nobleman 
Concern for it. How Gil Blas fell 


Quiet of our Hotel was ſtrangely diſ- 
turb'd, by an Accident that will perhaps 
ſeem but a Trifle to the Reader, which 


n. Whowever prov'd no laughing Matter to the 
N omeſticks, and eſpecially to my ſelf. 
˖ 


from one Window to another, perform'd 
ſo ill, that he fell down into the Court 
and diſlocated a Leg. The Count no 
ſooner knew of this Misfortune, than he 


Fried out loud enough to be heard by the 
ei LNeighbourhood; and quarrelling with all 
Id his Domeſticks in the Exceſs of his Grief, 


of Doors: However he confin'd his Anger 
0 far, as only to curſe our Negligence, 
nd rattle us, without keeping within any 
anner of Bounds. Not only ſo, he ſent 


he moſt skilful at Madrid for Fractures and 
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Of the Accident that happen'd to Count 


Sick, and the Effetts of bis Sickneſs, 


T the Expiration of that Time, the 


Cupid, the Ape beforemention'd, that Fa- 
qurite of our Maſter's, leaping one Day 


be was within an Ace of turning us all out 


mmediately for thoſe Surgeons who were _ 


uxations of Bones. Theſe examin'd the 
| Patient's 
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Patient's Leg, ſet it, and applied a Ban- 
dage. But altho' all of them aſſur'd hin 
there was no harm done, that did. ng 
hinder our Maſter's retaining two of then 
to attend poor Pug, till he was quite well, 

I I ſhouw'd be to blame if I ſhou'd omit 
faking Notice of the Count's Trouble and 
Diſquiet all this time. Wou'd one believe 
that he ſcarce ſtirr'd all Day from his dear 
_ Cupid? He was always preſent when he 
was dreſs'd; and would rife twice or 
thrice in the Night to ſee him. But the 
Plague of all was, that all the Domeſticks, 
and eſpecially my ſelf, were oblig'd to be 
always ready to run whenever 'twas thought 
proper for Pxg's Service. In fine there 
was no Reſt in our Houſe, till the curſed 
Creature, having quite forgotten its Fall, 

began to play its Tricks and Gambols 2 

ain, as uſual. After this who will t& 

ſe to give Credit to Suetonius, when be 
ſays that Caligula was ſo fond of his Horſe, 
that he provided him a Houſe richly fur 
niſh'd, with Officers to ferve him; and that 
he would even have made him a Conſul 
My Maſter was not leſs charm'd with his 
Pug, he would willingly have made him 4 
Corregidor. | 
The worſt of all for me was that [ 
had ſurpaſs'd all the Servants, that I might 
make my Court the better to my Long 

| a 
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and I had beſtirr'd. my ſelf ſo violently for 
his Cupid, that I fell fick, I was 1ciz'd 
with a high Fever, and my Diſeaſe increa- 
ſed ſo, that I loſt my Senſes. I am en- 
tirely ignorant what they did to me for the 
pace of a Fortnight that I lay fluctuating 
between Life and Death. I only know 
that my Youth ſtruggled ſo well with the 
Fever, and perhaps with the Medicines that 
were given me, that I at laſt recover'd my 
Senſes. The firſt Uſe I made of them was-. 
to diſcover that I was not in my own. 
Chamber. I would have known the 
Reaſon, and accordingly I ask'd it of an 
ld Woman who nurs'd me, but ſhe ane 
werd that I.muſt not ſpeak; that the 
Doctor had expreſsly forbid it. When one 
3 well, one generally laughs at theſe Phy- 
icians, Is one Sick? One ſubmits tracta- 
ply to their Preſcriptions. 14 
reſolv'd then to keep Silence, whatever 
nelination I had to talk with my Nurſe, 
was mak ing Reflex ions thereupon, when 
no Things like Beaux, very richly dreſs'd, 
nter'd my Room. They had each a Suit 
Velvet, with very fine Linen, and Lace 
utable to it. I imagin'd that they had 
en ſome Noblemen, Acquaintance of m 
aſter's who came to ſee me, in Reſpet 
d him. In this Thought, I did my ut- 
jolt to fit up, and was going out of Defe- 
| rence 
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\ rence to pull off my Cap; but my Nurk 
made me he down again, informing me 
that theſe worſhipful Gentlemen were my 
Phyſician and Apothecary. 22 
The Doctor drew near to me, felt ny 
Pulſe, obſerv'd my Looks, and finding al 
the ſigns of an approaching Cure, he a. 
ſum'd an Air of Triumph, as if he ha 
contributed mightily thereunto, adding 
that there wanted but one Doſe more to 
complete the Work, and after that be 
might boaſt of having perform'd a won- 
drous Cure. Having thus ſpoken, he made 
the Apothecary write a Preſcription which{Wre 
e Ace and in the mean while was ad- 
miring himſelf in a Glaſs, ſetting his Hat 
in order, and making Faces, whereat | 
cou'd not forbear Laughing, in ſpite of the 
Condition wherein I was. This done, hm 
bow'd to me with his Head very Cavalierly 
and went out better ſatisfied with his r'. 
/eIf, than with the Drugs he had preſcrib ore 
After his Departure, the Apothecary, wid 
was not come for nothing, ſet himſelf ui'y 
order to adminiſter — one may gueſs whit. 
Whether he was afraid that the old Wo 
man would not perform her Part well, 0 
whether *twas to enhance the Price of | 
Commodity, he would give it himſelf; buoy 
with all' his Addreſs, I don't know how epo 
happen'd, the Operation was ſcarce on bug 
| i ha 
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ut I returning the Operator bis Preſent, 
ade his fine Velvet Coat in a fine Pickle. 
e look'd upon this Accident as a Misfor- 
une inſeparable from Pharmacy. Where- 
re taking a Napkin, he wip'd himſelf 
ithout ſaying a Word, and then went 
way, fully reſolv'd to make me pay the 
cowrer, to whom without doubt he was 
blig'd to ſend his Coat. 
He return'd the next Morning dreſs'd 
ore decently, tho? he had nothing to ap- 
rchend that Day, to bring me the Doſe 
e Doctor had preſcrib'd the Evening be- 
re. But, beſides finding my ſelf better 
ery Hour, I had contracted ſuch an A- 
rſion, ever ſince the Day before, for all 
octors and Apothecaries, that I even 
rsd the Univerſities where thoſe Gen- 
emen receive a Power to kill Men with 
punity. Being in this Diſpoſition, I de- 
ard with an Oath that I would have no 
ore Phyfick, and wiſh'd Hippocrates and 
Followers at the Devil. The Apothe- 
ty not valuing what became of his Com- 
dition, provided he was paid for it, left 
upon the Table, and withdrew without 
aking one Syllable. 
| immediately had the deviliſh Doſe 
on out of the Window, being ſo 
epoſſeſs'd againſt it, that I ſhould have 
q dught my ſelf poiſon'd if I had ſwallow'd 
li it. 
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it. To this Act of Diſobedience, I add 
another: I broke Silence, and told m 
Nurſe in a poſitive Tone, that I was ab{ 
lutely reſolv'd ſhe ſhould tell me News 
my Maſter. The old Beldame either bein 
apprehenſive of cauſing a dangerous Em 
tion, if the ſhould ſatisfy me, or perhy 
being only Obſtinate with Deſign to ex 

erate me, and increaſe 'my Diſtempe 
heſitated whether ſhe ſhould anſwer; but 
preſs'd her ſo ſharply to obey, that at |; 

me replied: Signior Cavalier, you haven 
longer any other Maſter but your {ell 
Count Galiano is return'd to Sicily. 
I cou'd not believe what J heard; ney 
theleſs nothing was more true. That N( 
bleman, the very ſecond day of my Sic 
neſs, fearing leſt I ſhould die at his Houl 
had me remoy'd, with my little Matte 
into a ready furniſh'd Room, where he He 
abandon'd me, without Ceremony, to 
Care of Providence and a Nurſe. Dun 

theſe Tranſactions, having receiv'd an Ora 
trom Court which oblig'd him to retum 
Sicily, he ſet out with fo much Precipi 
tion, that he thought no more of me, vl 
ther it be that he reckon'd me already 
mong the Dead, or that Perſons of Qual: n 
are ſubject to ſuch ſhort Memories. 
My Nurſe gave me this Account, 
inform'd me that 'twas ſhe who had fetch 
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Doctor and Apothecary, that I might not 
eriſh for want of Aſſiſtance. I fell into a 
ofound Reverie at this fine News. Fare- 
jel my advantageous Settlement in Sicily! 
Warcwel my moſt charming Hopes! When 
ny great Misfortune befals you, (ſays a 
ertain Pope) examine your ſelf well, and 
u will always find that it is a little owing 
W your ſelf. By your leave, good Mr. 
ope, I don't'ſce how, on this Occaſion, 
contributed to my ill Fortune. 
When I found the flattering Chimeras 
Winiſh that had fill'd my Imagination, the 
rſt ro which took up my Thoughts, 
Vs my Cloke-bag, which 1 had brought 
Non my Bed, that I might ſearch it. I 
gb'd upon perceiving it open'd. Alas, 
y dear Cloke- bag, (cried I out) my only 
omfort! You alſo, as far as I can ſee, 
we lain at the Mercy of Strangers. No, 
„ Signior Gil Blas, (replied the old Trot) 
n't be diſhearten'd. Nothing has been 
den from you. I have preſerv'd your 
oke bag as I would my Honour. 
found therein the Suit I had when I 
ter'd the Count's Service; but I in vain 
ught that which the Meſſineze had made 
me. My Maſter had not thought fit 
leave it me, or elſe ſomebody had ap- 
opriated it to himſelf. All my other 
Ings were there, even to a large Leather- 
You, III. H Purſe 
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Purſe wherein I kept my Money, which 
I counted twice over, not being able 1 
believe at firſt, that I had but fifty Piſtole 
remaining of two hundred and ſixty which 
were therein before my Illneſs. What 
the meaning of this, good Mother? (aid 
I to my Nurſe:) My Treaſury here 
{ſtrangely ſunk. Nevertheleſs no body ha 
touch'd your Purſe but my ſelf, (replied 
the Beldame,) and I have manag'd you 
Money as much as poſſible. Bur Sicknelf 
is very chargeable, one muſt always g 
with Money in one's Hand. Here, (con 
tinu'd this good Houſewite, drawing 4 
Bundle of Papers out of her Pocket) her 
is an Account of your Expences, which i 
as exact as a Pair of gold Scales, and whic 
will ſhew you that ] have not miſ-employ'd 

your Treaſure. | 
1. ran over the Account curſorily, whic 
contain'd between fifteen and twent 
Pages. Heav'ns! how much Poultry had 
been bought during the Time I was light 
headed! There muſt have been at lea 
twelve Piſtoles in Broth only. The othe 
Articles were anſwerable to it. Tis im. 
poſſible to tell how much ſhe had expended 
in Wood, Candles, Water, Brooms, & 
Nevertheleſs however inflam'd her Reckon) 
ing was, the whole Sum hardly amount 
o thirty Piſtoles z and conſequently 
| | ought 
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ught ſtill to have been a hundred and 
eighty remaining. TI repreſented this to 
zer; but the Hypocrite, with a ſolemn 
ook, began to call all the Saints to wit- 
bels that there were but fourſcore Piſtoles 
in the Purſe, when the Count's Steward 
intruſted her with the Cloke-bag. What 
ay you, good Woman? (interrupted I 
1th Precipitation:) Was it the Steward 
oufWwho put my Things into your Hands? 
ithout doubt (replied ſhe) 'twas him. 
By the ſame Token when he gave me them 
onde ſaid : Here Mother; when S$:ign/or Gil 
as * lies in Pickle, be ſure let him have a 
handſome Burial. There 1s enough 1n this 
loke-bag to defray the Charges. 

Ah, curs'd Neapolitan, (cry'd IT out in a 
Rage) I am no longer at a loſs to know 
what is become of my Money that is want- 
Ing: 'You have {wept that away to make 
mends for part of the Robberies I pre- 
ented your committing. After this Apo- 
ſrophe, I thank'd Heay'n that the Rogue 
ea ad not carried off all. Nevertheleſs what=- 
never Reaſon I had to accuſe the Steward 
mW having plunder'd me, it did not hinder 
ei chinking that the Nurſe might very 
ell have done it. My Suſpicions fell ſome- 
mes upon one, ſometimes upon t'other 
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but 'was ſtill the ſame thing. I ſhew'd i 
ſign of it to the old Woman; I did ng 
even cavil at the Articles of her fine Ac 
count. I ſhould have got nothing by the 
and every one muſt live by their Trad: 
Wherefore I confin'd my Reſentment . 
paying her, and ſending her away thre 
Days after. : 3 

I believe on her quitting me ſhe ven 
ſtraight to inform the Apothecary ſhe hal 
left me, and that I was well enough to u 


away without reckoning with him; for Mr, 


Minute afterwards I ſaw him coming quit 
out of Breath. He preſented his Bil 
wherein he had written down all the pre 
tended Remedies he brought me, during 
the Time I lay ſenſeleſs, under ſuch Name 
as would have been unintelligible to mg 
altho' I had been a Phyſician. - One migh 
call this Account a true Apothecary's Bie 
Accordingly we had a Diſpute when he 
came to be paid. I expected that he ſhoull 
bate half of his Demand. He {wore Wy: 
would not bate a Farthing. However cone! 
ſidering he was to deal with a young Felt 
low who might remove that very Day fro 
Madrid, he choſe rather to be ſatisfied mil 
what 1 offer'd him (that is to ſay thrice 
much as the Value of his Drugs) than 
run the Hazard of loſing all. I open'd 
Puric to my great Regret, and he van 
f | awi 
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ay ſufficiently revenged for the little 


nofWChagrin I had caus'd him, the Day of the 
A yſter. f | 

hal The Phyſician appear'd almoſt the ſame 
ade Minute. Thoſe Animals are always at the 


eels of one another. I ſumm'd up his. 
fits, which had been very frequent, and 
nt him away contented; But before he 
ft me, he gave me a particular Account 
the deadly Accidents he had prevented 
ru my Sicknels, to prove he had richly de- 
yd my Money. He did this in mighty 
ne Terms, and with a very agreeable Air; 
ut I underſtood. not one Word of it. 
hen I was rid of him, I thought I was 
reed from all thoſe Miniſters of Death; 
ut I was deceiv'd; there came allo a 
urgeon, whom I had never ſeen in my 
fe. He ſaluted me very civilly, and ex- 
Wrcls'd his Joy at ſeeing me eſcap'd from 
e Danger I had been in. This he attri- 
uted (as he faid) to two plentiful Bleed- 
gs, and to ſome Cuppings which he had 
ic Honour of applying to me. This was 
bother Feather pluck'd from my Wings: I 
8 to make the Surgeon a Preſent. After 
many Evacuations, my Purſe was ſo weak, 
at one might ſay it was a dead Corps, it 
dſo little left of the humidum radicale. 
began to loſe all my Courage, on ſee- 
vy ſelf thus plunged again into ſuch a: 
a 1 milerable- 
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miſerable Condition. I had contracted at 
my laſt Maſter's too great a liking to the 
Conveniences of Life; I cou'd no longer, 2 
heretofore, face Poverty like a Cynick Phi 
loſopher. Nevertheleſs I own that I was in 
the wrong to give way to Sorrow ; having 
fo often found that Fortune no ſooner pull 
me down, than ſhe rais'd me up again, | | 
ought to have look'd upon the melancholy 
Condition wherein I then was, only as tit 
Forerunner of ſome new Proſperity. 
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il Blas gets à good Acquaintance, and 
finds a Poſt that comforts him for 
the Ingratitude of Count Galiano. 
The Story of Don Valerio de Luna. 


Was ſo ſurpriz d at not hearing 
of Nunez in all this Time, that 
I judg'd he muſt be in the Coun- 
try. Hereupon, aſſoon as I cou'd 
walk, I went to his Lodgings, 
1 in effect Lfound that he had been three 
* S Weeks 
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Weeks in Andaluſia with the Duke de M. 
dina Sidonia. 
One Morning as I wak'd, I thought as 

Melchior la Ronda; and remembring that 
I promis'd him, when at Grenada, that! 
wou'd go and ſee his Nephew, if ever! 
went to Madrid, 1 reſolv'd to keep ny 
Word that very Day: I inquir'd for Don 
Balthazar de Zuniga's, and went thither: 
\ TI ask'd for Signior. Fo/eph Navarro, who 
came to me in a Minute. I ſaluted him; 
he receiv'd me very civilly, but with ; 
cool Air, tho' I had told my Name. | 
cou'd not reconcile this frozen Welcome 
with the Picture that had been drawn me 
of this Clerk of the Kitchen. I was going 
to retire, with a Reſolution not to make 
him a ſecond Viſit, when, on a ſudden, 
aſſuming a frank {miling Air, he ſaid with 
a great deal of Life: Ah Signior Gi, Blu 
de Santillane, pray forgive my manner 0 
receiving you: My Memory had betray'd 
the Inclination I have for you. I had for- 
got your Name, and thought no more 0 
the Cavalier whereof mention is made in! 
Letter I receiv'd from Grenada, above foul 
Months ago. ! V 
Let me embrace you (continu'd he, fil 
ling about my Neck in a Tranſport!) My 
Uncle Melchior, whom I love and reſped 
as my own Father, ſends me Word, tha 
; | l 
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1e by Chance I ſhould have the Happineſs. 
to ſee you, he conjures me to treat you as 
if you were his own Son, and to make uſe 
of all the Credit I or my Friends have, if 
ncedful, for your Service. Beſides, he has 
extoll'd your Wit and Temper in ſuch © 
Terms as wou'd induce me to ſerve you, 
if I were not engag'd to it by his Recom- 
mendation. Look upon me then, I beg 
you, as a Man to whom my Uncle has, by 
his Letter, communicated all the Sentiments 
he has for you. I make you an Offer of 
my Friendſhip; don't refuſe me yours. 
I anſwer*d 7o/eph's polite Behaviour with 
2 ſuitable Acknowledgment; and like a 
couple of brisk, open- hearted young Fel- 
lows, we that Minute enter'd into a {trict 
Friendſhip. I made no manner of Scruple 
of diſcovering. to him the Situation of my 
Affairs; which I had no ſooner done, than 
"Wie told me: I'll take care to provide you a a 
Place, and in the mean while, don't fail to 
eme and eat here every Day; you'll live 
better than at your Ordinary. The Offer 
was too agreeable to a Perſon juſt recover'd 
rom a Fit of Sickneſs, gwholſe Purſe was 
very low, and who had been us'd to good 
Tables, to be rejected. I accepted of it, and 
pick'd up my Crumbs ſo well in this Houſe, 
that in a Fortnight I had a Face like a Prieſt. 
Iifkem'd to me, that Melchior's Nephew © 
+; play'd - 
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I have been to beg the Place for you. Sig: 
_ nior de Monteſer, who is acquainted will 


me, has granted it me without any Trouble 
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play'd his Part there to a Wonder; but hoy 
ſhould he have done otherwiſe? He had 
three Strings to his Bow : He was, at once, 
Butler, Clerk of the Kitchen, and Steward. 
Beſides, ſetting aſide our Friendſhip, I be- I 
heve the Comptroller and he had a very i 
good Underſtanding together. t 
I was perfectly well recover'd, when my 
Friend 7o/eph ſeeing me coming one Day p 
to the Hotel de Zuniga, , met me, and 
faid with a gay Air: Signior Gil Bla 
L have a pretty good Offer to make you 
you muſt know that the Duke de Lerma MI: 
firſt Miniſter of Spain, that he may give 
himſelf up entirely to the Adminiſtration of 
State Affairs, intruſts two Perſons with the x 
Management of his own. He has truſted the ha 
Charge of gathering his Revenues to Don in 


Diego de Monteſer, and the Stewardſhip of D 


his Houſe to Don Rodriguez de CalderomWl ex 
Theſe two Favourites exerciſe their Em- ga 
ploy ments with an abſolute Authority, andi w. 
without depending upon each other. Don 
Diego has generally under him two Depu- 
ties who receive the Rents, and as I heard 
this Morning that he has turn'd away one 


me, and who, I may ſay, has an Eſteem for 


upon the Account | have given him of you 
| TD | Behayio 
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Zehaviour and Capacity. We'll go thither 
d after Dinner. 3 
„We did not fail. I was receiv'd very gra- 
. ciouſly, and enter'd upon the Office of the 
„Deputy, who had been diſmiſs'd. This 
1 Wl conſiſted in viſiting our Farms, making 
the neceſſary Repairs, and receiving the 
WE Farmer's Rents; in a word, I was em- 
ploy'd in the Country Buſineſs, and every 
Month I gave up my Accounts to Don 
Diego, who examin'd them very attentive- 
ly. 'This was what I wanted : Altho' my 
Integrity had been ſo ill repaid by my laſt 
Maſter, I was reſolv'd ſtill to preſerve it. 
One Day we heard that the Caſtle of 


he Lerma had been ſer on Fire, and that above 
be half of it was reduc'd to Aſhes. I went 
4 immediately to the Place to compute the 
0 


Damage. There having inform'd my ſelf 
exactly of the Circumſtances of the Con- 
flagration, I drew up an ample Accompr,. 
which Monteſer ſhew'd to the Duke of Ler- 
na. This Miniſter, in ſpite of the Cha- 
prin he felt at hearing ſuch bad News, was 

truck with the Relation, and could not 
help asking who was the Author of it? Don 
Diego, not fatisfy'd with telling him, ſpoke 
lo advantageouſly of me, that his Excellen- 
ey remembred it ſix Months afterwards, 
on account of a Story which | am going to 
tcount, and without which, perhaps, I 
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had never had any Employment at Court, 
Ic was thus. To 
There liv'd then in the Infanta's Street 
an old Lady call'd Ineſſlla Cantarilla; twu 
not certainly known what was her Paren- 
tage; ſome ſaid ſhe was Daughter to a 
Lute-maker; others, to a Commander of Mt 
the Order of St. Jago; however it was, the Ne. 
was a prodigious Perſon; Nature had en- Wt: 
du'd her with the ſingular Privilege of char-W 
ming Mankind the whole Courſe of her f 
Life, which ſhe ſtill enjoy'd tho? ſhe wa Witt 
ſeventy five Years of Age: She had been ta 
the Idol of the Nobility of the old Court, Wal 
and ſaw her ſelf {till ador'd by thoſe of the th 
New. Time, which ſpares no Beauty, / 
had exercis'd himſelf in vain upon her; he vo 
might make her decay inſenſibly, but 
cou'd not deprive her of a Power to pleaſe; 
a noble Air, a bewitching Wit, and her m- 
tural Graces enabled her to make Conqueſis 
even in her old Age. Wood | 
Don Valerio de Luna, a young Cavalier 
of twenty five, one of the Duke de Las- 
ma's Secretaries, viſited Inaſilla, and was en. 
amour'd with her: He declar'd himſelf, ade 
the paſſionate Lover, and purſu*d his Point 
With all the Eagerneſs that Love and Youtl 
are capable of inſpiring. The Lady, who 
had her Reaſons tor not ſurrendring to hö 
Deſires, cou'd not contrive any Expedie 
On Es | 0 
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to moderate them, at laſt however ſhe 
thought ſhe had found one: She carry'd 
the young Man into her Cloſet, and there 
jhewing him a Pendulum that ſtood upon 
the Table: See (ſaid ſhe) what a Clock it 
is. - Seventy five Years: ago, at the fame 
Hour, I came into the World: In good 
earneſt, wou'd it become me to have In- 


ſtifle ſuch Sentiments as are neither proper 
for you nor me. At this pathetick Diſcourſe, 


tates of Reaſon) anſwer'd the Lady with 


the Paſſions that agitated him. Cruel Ine- 
fila, why: have you recourſe to ſuch fri- 


change you in my Eyes? Don't flatter your 
ſelf with ſucha vain Hope: Whether you 
are what you ſeem to be, or a Charm de- 
is WW ceives my Sight, I-ſhall-not ceaſe loving 

ou. Very well (reply'd ſhe) ſince you are 
cr WW obitinate enough to perſiſt in the Reſolu- 
„uon of teazing me with your Paſſion, my 


Door, for the future, ſhall no more be 


(8 open'd to you. I forbid you my Houſe, 
iy and charge you never more to appear be- 
no fore me. | 


oof You believe perhaps, after this, that Don 
Valerio being confounded with what he had 


beard, made a handſome Retreat. On the 
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trigues at my Age? Recover yourſelf, Child, 


the Cavalier, (who no longer obey'd the Dic- 


all the Impetuoſity of a Man poſſeſs'd with 


volous Stratagems? Do you think they can 


— 


Lap. 1. F GIL BLAS. 1 59 
» Wiour which is ſo neceſſary for a Gentle- 
bean, and which Women alone can inſtil 
nto young Cavaliers. I have done more; 
[us'd all my Intereſt to ſettle you with the 
ime Miniſter. In ſhort, I have concern'd 
py ſelf for you, as I ought to have done 
or my Son. After this Confeſhon, take 
your Reſolution. If you can refine your 
Sentiments, and only reſpect me as a Mo- 
her, Iſhan't baniſh you my Preſence, and 
all continue to have the ſame Affection 
or you as I have had heretofore; but if you 
rc not capable of this Effort, which both 
Nature and Reaſon exact from you, fly 
his very Minute, and deliver me from the 
Horror of ſeeing you. | 

Thus ſpoke IJneſilla, during which Don 
Valerio Kept a ſullen Silence. One would 
have thought that he was recalling his Vir- 
ve, and going to gain a Conqueſt over 
imſelf: But he was meditating another De- 
hofſWgn, and preparing for his Mother, a Spec- 
acle of a very different kind. Not being. 
ble to comfort himſelf for that inſurmoun- 
able Obſtacle that oppos'd his Happineſs, 
e gave way poorly to his Deſpair. He 
Irew his Sword, and plung'd it in his Breaſt. 
be puniſh'd himſelf like another Oedipus, 
nth this Difference, that the Theban pull'd: 
ut his Eyes in Regret for having con- 
ummated the Crime; and on the contra- 
TY 
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ry, the Caſtilian kill'd himſelf for Grit 
that he could not commit it. le 
The unfortunate Don Valerio did not 
die upon the Spot; he had Time to come 
to himſelf, and ask Pardon of Heaven for 
having himſelf. put an End to his Life. Az 
he left, by his Death, a Secretary's Poſt ya- 
cant at the Duke of Zerma's, that Mini- 
fter, who had not forgotten my Account 
of the Fire, no more than the Encomium 
that had been made of. me, . choſe me to 
ſupply his Place. 
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Gil Blas zs preſented to the Duke 9 
Lerma, who receives him into tht 
Number of his Secretaries, ſets hin 
to work; and is pleasd with his 
Performance... 


__ W AS Montefer who brought me that 
agreeable News, telling me, Friend 
Gil Blas, tho' I cannot part with you with 
out Regret, I love you too well not to bf 
_ overjoy'd at your ſucceeding Don /aleri 
You cannot fail of making a handſoms 
J | Fortune; 
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ortune, provided you follow my Coun- 
el in two Things: The firſt is, to ſeem 
o firmly attach'd to his Excellency, that 
he may not in the leaſt doubt but that you 
are entirely devoted to his Intereſts: And 
the ſecond is to make your Court well to 
Signior Don Rodriguez de Calderonaz for 
that Man manages his Maſter's 'Temper 
vs if he were made of Wax. If you have 
he good Fortune to get into the good Gra- 
es of this Favourite-Secretary, you may 
Kdvance a great way in a little Time. 
Signior, (ſaid I to Don Diego, after ha- 
ing given him Thanks for his good Ad- 
ice) be pleas'd to tell me, What is Don 
Rodriguez's Character? I have ſometimes. 
heard him ſpoken of inthe World, and they 
ave deſcrib'd him to me as a very bad 
an; nevertheleſs, I miſtruſt the Pictures 
mich the Populace draw of Perſons who 
are in Places at Court, tho! they ſometimes 
dge aright. Tell me therefore, I beg you, 
our Thoughts of Calderona. Y ou deſire 
delicate Thing of me, (ſaid the Superin- 
tendant with a malicious Smilez) I wou'd 
mlwer any other but your ſelf, without 
heſitation, That he is a very honeſt Gen- 
leman, and that one cannot ſpeak amiſs 
If him. But I will be ſincere with you. 
leſides my believing you a young Fellow 
a great deal of Prudence; I think Lought 
| Ee, N LO. 
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to ſpeak to you frankly of Don Rodriguez, 
becauſe I have advis'd you to keep fair 
with him; otherwiſe I oblige you but by 
halves. 8 

You are to know then (continued he) 
that from being a ſimple Domeſtick to his 
Excellency, when he was yet but Don Fra. 
ciſco de Sandoval, he is advanced by de- 
grees to the Poſt of firſt Secretary. Ne. 
ver was there known ſo proud a Man. He 
looks upon himſelf as a Collegue of the 
Duke of Lerma's; and at the bottom, one 
wou'd think that he ſhar'd the Authority et 
with the Prime Miniſter; ſince he give 
Paces and Governments to whom he plex: 
ſes. The Publick often murmur z bur he 
does not trouble himſelf about that : Pro 
vided he gets a Preſent by the Bargain, ht 
values your Fault-finders but very little. 
You may eaſily conceive by what I hay 
juſt faid to you, (added Don Diego) how 
you are to conduct your ſelf towards ſuch 
an imperious Wretch. O mighty well ({aid 
I) let me alone for that. I ſhall have ve 
ry ill Luck if I don't get into his Fayou! 
When one knows a Man's blind- fide te 
whom one would make one's Court, 0nd 
muſt be very much out of the Way not { 
ſucceed. Since it is ſo (reply'd Monteſt! 
J will preſent you directly to the Duke 


Chap. 2. of GIL BLAS. 163 
We went that Moment to the Miniſter, 
whom we found in a large Hall, buſy in 
giving Audience. He had more Company 
attending him than the King. There I ſaw 
Commanders, and Knights of St. Jago and 
Calatrava, who were ſoliciting for Go- 
rernments, and Vice-royalties; Biſhops, 
ho not being well in their own Dioceſe, 
leſir d to be made Archbiſhops, only for 
hange of Air; and good Dominicans and 
ranciſcans, who humbly requeſted to have 
Biihopricks. I alſo obſery'd there ſome re- 
orm'd Officers who were acting the ſame 
Part as Chinchilla heretoforez that is to 
iy, who danc'd Attendance in Expectati- 
n of a Penſion. If the Duke did not ſa- 
Is their Deſires, he at leaſt receiv'd their 
Wctitions with an affable Air; and I per- 
eiy'd that he anſwer'd the Perſons who 
poke to him very politely. - 
We had the Patience to wait till he had 
iſpatch'd all theſe Supplicants; after which 
on Diego ſaid to him: My Lord, this is 
Blas de Santillane, the young Aan whom 
our Excellency has choſen to ſupply Don 
3 At theſe Words, the Duke 
ning his Eyes upon me, ſaid obligingl 
hat I had > Las deſerv'd it by 1 Ser 
ces I had done him. After this he made 
e go into his Cloſet, to diſcourſe me in 
mate, or rather to judge of my Wit by 
oy | my 
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my Converſation, He wou'd know wh; 
] was, and what ſort of a Life I had led 
till then. He even required me to give 
a ſincere Account, What a Task wa 
that to ask! To lye before the Prime 
Miniſter of Spain; it was not to be thought 
of. On the other hand, I had ſo many 
Things to fay at the Expence of my Vani- 
ty, that I could not reſolve upon making? 
a general Confeſſion. How to bring my 
felf off in ſuch an Exigency? Ireſolv'd to 
plaiſter the Truth over in ſuch Places where 
it wou'd have ſeem'd too deform'd quite 
naked. But he diſcover'd it in ſpite of all 
my Art. Monſieur de $antillane (ſaid he, 
at the End of my Account) as far as J ſer, 
you have been a little upon the Pzcaroon. 
My Lord (reply'd I, bluſhing) your Ex- 
cellency commanded me to be ſincere, [ 
have obey'd you. Iam pleas'd with it, re. 
join'd he; go Friend, you are very well 
off. I am aſtoniſh'd that ſuch ill Examples 
did not entirely ruin you. How many ho- 
neſt Men are there who would be great 
Rogues, if Fortune were to put them to 
the ſame Trial? Eg os 3 
Friend Santillane (continu'd the Mini. 
niſter) think no more of what is paſs'd. Re-: ec 
member that you now belong to the King 
and that for the future you will work fol 
him. Follow me, Þ11 ſhew you in what 
. youl 
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our Buſineſs will conſiſt, He carr'yd me 
into a little Cloſet adjoining to his, where 
there were twenty thick Folio Regiſters 
ranged upon Shelves. *Tis here (ſaid he) that 
you muſt be employ'd. All theſe Regiſters 
hat you ſee, compole a Dictionary of all 
the Nobility in the Kingdoms and Princi- 
palities of the Span; Monarchy : Every 
Book contains in Alphabetical Order, an 
\bridgement of the Hiſtory of all the Gen- 
men of one Kingdom, wherein there is 
particular Account of the Services them- 
elves or their Anceſtors have render'd the 
State, as well as the Duels they have fought. 
here is alſo an Account of their Eſtates, 
heir Behaviour; and, in a word, of all 
heir good and bad Qualities : So that when 
hey come to ask any Favour at Court, I 
Wee at one view whether they deſerve it. 
bat I may be exactly inform'd of all theſe 
Things, I have Penſioners every where, 
ſho take care to have good Intelligence, 
nd to acquaint me therewith, by Memo- 
als which they ſend me for that Purpoſe. 
but as theſe Memorials are prolix, and full 
a Country Dialect, they muſt be dige- 
ed into order, and the Language poliſh'd, 
cauſe the King has ſometimes theſe Re- 
iſters read to him. Tis at this Buſineſs, 


0 
d 


(+ 


forOiuch requires a clear and conciſe Stile, 
hatWat I will ſet you to work immediately. 


Having 
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Having thus ſaid, he drew out of alarz 
Letter-caſe full of Papers, a Memorillh 
which he put into my Hands. Then hl 
went out of my Cloſet, to leave me at Li 
berty to make my firſt Eſſay. I read ow 
the Memorial, which not only ſeem'd tt 
me ſtuff d with barbarous Terms, but eyer 
too full of Paſhon. Nevertheleſs ta 
compiled by a Monk of Solſona. He de 
fam'd a good Catalonian Family therein 
moſt unmercifully, and Heaven knoy 
whether he ſaid the Truth. I thought 
was reading a Libel, and at firſt made 
Scruple of going to work upon it. I wi 
afraid of — my ſelf an Accomplid 
to a malicious Aſperſion; nevertheleſs, 
reat a Novice as I was at Court, I wen 
thro' with it at the Hazard and Peril of hf 
| Reverence's Soul; and laying all the Ini 
quity to his Charge, if there was any, 
began to diſhonour, in good Spaniſh, wil 
or three Generations, who were, perhap'ic 
honeſt Men. e 424 ou 
I had already done four or five Page 
when the Duke, impatient to ſee how Wt 
went on, came back and ſaid, Santi/la 
ſhew me what you have done. I amv 
deſirous of ſeeing it. At the ſame tim eur 
cafting his Eyes upon my Work, he eit! 
the Beginning very attentively, He ſeem 
ſo well ſatisfy d with it that 1 wn 
N theres 
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hereat. As much prejudic'd as I was in 
four Fayour (cry'd he) I own you have 
urpaſs d my Expectation: You not onl 
vrite with all the Clearneſs and Exactne 
that I required; but I alfo find your Style 
aſy and pleaſant : You juſtify very well 
he Choice I have made of your Pen, and 
Mou comfort me for the Loſs of your Pre- 
eceſſor. He had not ſtopt here, if his 
ephew the Count de Lemos had not come 
nd interrupted him. His Excellency em- 
raced him ſeveral times, and receiy'd him 
ter a manner that convinc'd me he loy'd 
im tenderly. They ſhut themſelves both 
p, to talk in Secret of a Family Affair, 
hereof I ſhall make mention hereafter. 
he Miniſter was more taken up there» 
With, at that Time, than with the King's 
ulineſs. „ IT 
Whilſt they were together, I heard it 
ke Twelve. As I knew that the Secre- 
ries and Clerks left their Offices at that 
lour, to go and dine where they pleas'd 
Wit my Maſter- piece there, and went out; 
t to Monteſer's, he had paid me my Wa- 
e, and I had taken my leave of him; but 
the moſt famous Ordinary near the 


2 Jon 
now to the King; thoſe Words which 
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of Ambition which were ſpringing up en 
ry Moment in my Mind. N 


« 


— 


MAP... It 
He is inform'd that his Poſt 1s will 
without Inconveniences ; of the Tru 


ble this News gives him, and howl; 
ig forc'd to behave himſelf. Th 


| 0 
: A 
| [ 

[| 


WAS very careful, on my going ir 

to inform the Maſter of the Houſe, tha 
I was Secretary to the firſt Miniſter ; ane 
in that Quality, I did not know what e 
order for my Dinner: IJ was afraid to 
for any thing that border'd upon goof 1 
Husbandry, wherefore I bid him get wha] 
he wou'd. He treated me very well, ag! 
they ſerv'd me with ſuch Reſpect, as . * 
more agreeable to me than my good Cheeſen 
When the Reckoning was to be paid, e 
threw a Piſtole upon the Table, whereot We) 
gave the Over- plus, which was at leaſt I 
quarter, to the Servants. After this, 
went out from the Ordinary, ſtrutting lik 
a young Fellow who was very well ples 
with his Perſon, e (4 1 
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About twenty Steps from thence was a 
nge Houſe ready furniſh'd, where Foreign 
Noblemen uſually lodg'd. There I hir'd 
n Apartment of five or ſix Rooms, hand- 
Þmely ſet off with good Hangings, and o- 
her Goods ſuitable to them. It ſeem'd as 
had already been Maſter of two or three 
[Thouſand Ducats a Lear; I even paid 
own the firſt Month's Rent beforehand. 
This done, I return'd to my Work, and 
vent the whole Afternoon in continuing 
phat I had begun in the Morning. In a 
loſet next to me were two other Secre- 
ries; but theſe only copy'd over what the 
huke brought them to tranſcribe. I got 
cquainted with them that very Night as 
e left Buſineſs ; and that I might the bet- 
r gain their Friendſhip, I carry'd them 
> my Ordinary, where I order'd the beſt 
ines in Seaſon, with the molt exquiſite 
= ET | | 
We fat down to Table, and began to 
bmyerſe with more Life than Wit; for 
do my Guefts Juſtice, I ſoon perceiv'd 
ey did not owe their Places in the Office 
at W their Genius; they were Maſters indeed 
s, a very good round and mix'd Hand, but 
id not the leaſt ſmattering of any Univer- 
r a 
To make amends, they underſtood their 
bon little Concerns to a Miracle; and 
Vou, III, * were 


Ve 


b 
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( 
were not ſo dazzled with the Honour Mi 
belonging to the Prime Miniſter, but tha: 
they lamented their Condition. *Tis now) 
fx Months (ſaid one) that we have been b 
.labouring at our own Expence : We dont 
receive a Farthing; and what is worſe, our 
[Salaries are not fix'd. We do not kno 

upon what Foot we are. As for me (te- 
ply'd t'other) I with I had twenty Laſhes 
for my Salary, and Leave to look for Bu 
ſineſs elſewhere; for I dare neither go of 
my ſelf, nor ask my Diſmiſſion, after the 

Secrets to which I have been. privy. | 

might very likely take a Trip to ſe the 

Tower of Segovia, or the Caſtle of 4 
cant. | TE 70 | 
| How do you manage then to live? (ſai 
T to them) no doubt you muſt have ſom 

_ Efftate? They anſwer'd me that they ha 
very little, but that luckily for them er 

they lodg'd with an honeſt Widow wit 
truſted them, and boarded each of them fo 
100 Piſtoles per Annum. All this Diſcourk 
of which I did not loſe a Word, humble 
my proud Imagination in a Moment. 
repreſented to my ſelf, that without doub 

no more Conſideration wou'd be had #0 

me than for others: That conſequent! 
ouzht not to be ſo charm'd with my Poli! 
th.t it was leſs ſolid than I beliey'd it 

And, in fine, that I cou'd not * 

* : 85 ur 
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Purſe too fauch. Theſe Reflections cur'd 
me of the Madneſs of throwing away my 
Money : I began to repent my having 
brought the Secretaries there, and to with 
[for the end of the Supper; and when the 
Reckoning came in, I had a Diſpute with 
the Landlord about it. 

We parted at Midnight, becauſe I did 
not preſs them to drink any more. They 
vent to their Widows, and I to my ſtate- 
ly Apartment, which I then was enrag'd 
at my having hir'd, and reſolv'd to quit at 
the Month's end. Twas in vain for me to 
lie in a fine Bed, my Diſquiet had baniſh'd 
Sleep. 1 ſpent the reſt of the Night in con- 
trying how to avoid working for the King 
atis. Hereupon I follow'd Monteſer's Coun- 
el. 1 roſe with an Intent to go wait upon 
Don Rodriguez de Calderona. I was in a 
very proper Temper to appear before ſo 
proud a Man: I found I wanted him: 
Wherefore I went to this Secretary's. 

His Lodging was adjoining to the Duke 
of Lerma's, and equal'd it in Magnificence. 
t wou'd have been hard, by the Furniture, 
to have diſtinguiſh'd the Maſter from the 
alet. I ſent in word, that Iwas Don Fa- 
rio's Succeſſor. . That did not prevent my 
being made wait above an Hour in the 
inti- chamber. Good Mr. Secretary (ſaid 
to my ſelf during _ while) have a little 

12 Pa- 
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Patience if you pleaſe. You mult dane 
Attendance your ſelf, before you can make 
others do ſo. F 
However at laſt the Chamber Door wa 
open'd: I enter'd, and advanc'd toward 
Don Rodriguez, who having juſt finiſh'd 1 
Billet-doux to his charming Sirena, gave it 
that Minute to Pedrillo. I never appear' 
before the Archbithop of Grenada, nor 
Count Galiauo, nor yet before the Prime 
Miniſter with that Reſpe& as when ! 
approach'd Signior Calderona. I falutediMWri 
him with a Bow down to the Ground, and: 
begg'd his Protection in ſuch Terms as] 
can't now remember without bluſhing, they 
were ſo very ſubmiſſive. My mean Beha- 
viour wou'd have made againſt me, had! 
had to do with a Man of leſs Pride. A 
for him, he was very well pleas'd with m 
cringing, and told me, with a pretty civiWanc 
Air, that he would take all Opportunity t n 
do me Service. | 
_ Hereupon, returning him Thanks for hi en. 
favourable Sentiments, with all the De 
monſtrations of Zeal imaginable, I vow ou 
that I wou'd devote my elf eternally tc 
his Service. After this, I went out fol 
fear of incommoding him, begging him i 
excuſe me, if I had interrupted him in hi 
important Affairs. Having taken this ut 
worthy Step, I retir'd to my Office, wh) ! 


— 


| finiſh'd the Work that had been ſet me. 
The Duke did not fail coming in the Mor- 
ning, and was not leſs ſatisfy'd with the 


of your ſelf, as well as you can, the A- 
bridgement of the Catalonian Regiſter z at- 
ter which you may take another Memo- 
ral out of the Letter-caſe, which you may 
digeſt after the ſame manner. I had a pret- 
ty long Converſation with his Excellency, 
with whoſe familiar eaſy Air I was en- 
rely charm'd. What a difference between 
im and Calderona ! they would have made 
two good Figures in a Group. 24 

I din'd that Day at an Eating-houſe 


| here they kept a Table at a ſettled Price, 
And I reſolv'd ro go there every Day incog- 
ii, till I ſaw the Effect of my Complat- 
vigance and Condeſcenſion. I had Money 


tot moſt but for three Months. I allow'd 


Wcncc; propoſing after that (ſince the ſhor- 
eſt Follies are the beſt) to abandon the 


ot receive any Salary. Wherefore I laid 
by Scheme thus. I ſpar'd no Pains for 
wo Months to pleaſe Calderona; but he 
ook ſo little Notice of all I did for that 
un urpoſe, that I deſpair'd of ever gaining 
ca) Point. Wherefore I alter'd my Be- 
1 3 haviour 
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End than the Beginning of my Perfor- 
mance, but ſaid, tis very well. Write on 


ny ſelf that Time to work at my own Ex- 


ourt and its glittering Tinſel, if I could 


Court no longer to him; and only apply', 


important Secret. 


| 2 it in you. I threw my ſelf at b 


reſpect fully kiſs'd one of his Hands, wick 
he held out to raiſe me, anſwer'd: I 
Poſſible your Excellency ſhould condeſce 
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haviour with reſpect to him; I made ny 


my ſelf to make the beſt Uſe of the Mo- 
ment's Converſation- wherewith the Duke 
honour'd me. . 


CHAP. IV. 


Gil Blas gains the Duke of LermaM" 
Favour, who intruſta him with an 


* 


A Ltho' the Duke only appear'd to me 
(if I may uſe that Expreſſion) and vs 


niſh'd again every Day, it did nor prey 1 
vent my rendring my ſelf inſenſibly ſo ou 
greeable to his Excellency, that he ſaid on oi 
Afternoon: Heark you, G1 Blas, I like youſWpo 
Genius, and have a Kindneſs for you. Loe 1 
are an affectionate faithful young Fellow, el 
a good Underſtanding, and diſcreet, I thingwe 
I ithall not miſplace my Confidence in fe ut 


ect on hearing theſe Words, and having 


l 
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to honour me with ſo great a Favour? 
What ſecret Enemies will your Goodneſs 
ſtir up againſt me! But only fear the Hate 
of one Man: that is Don Rodriguez de Cal- 
erona. x4 | | 
You need apprehend nothing from him 
reply'd the Duke). I know Calderons. 
e has been attach'd to me ever ſince my 
hildhood. I dare ſay his Sentiments are 
conformable to mine, that he will che- 
ih whatever I love, as he hates every 
thing that diſpleaſes me. Inſtead of fearing 
is Averſion, you ought on the contrary 
o depend upon his Friendſhip. I found 
y this that Signior Don Rodriguez was a 
unning Sharper, who had made himſelf 
Maſter of his Excellency's Favour, and 
at I cou'd nor keep too fair with him. 
To begin (continu'd the Duke,) to put 
you in Poſſeſhon of my Confidence, I am 
going to diſcover to you a Deſign I have 
pon the Anvil. Tis neceſſary you ſhould 
e inform'd of it, that you may diſcharge 
ell the Commiſſion I intend afterwards to 
ve you. Tis now a long time ſince my 
authority has been generally reſpected, 
ad my Reſolutions blindly follow'd; as 
ao that I have diſpos'd at Pleaſure of 
olts, Employments, Governments, Vice- 
dyalties and Bene fices. I reign, if I durſt 
-0WFctture to ſay ſo, in Spain. I can't puſh my 
i | 4. Fortune 
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into the good Graces of the Prince of Sai. 
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Fortune any farther. But I would ſecur 
it from the Storms that begin to threater 


it; and for this Reafon I cou'd wiſh to 


have my Nephew the Count de Lemos fo 


my Succeſſor in the Miniſtry. 


His Excellency obſerving that I wg 
very much aſtoniſh'd at this part of his 


Diſcourſe, ſaid to me; I ſee very well 


Santillane, what ſurprizes you. Ir ſeem 
{ſtrange to you that I prefer my Nephew te 
the Duke 4 Uzeda my own Son. Bu 
know that the Genius of the latter is too 
narrow to- enjoy my Place, and that be- 
fides, I am his Enemy. He has found 
out the Secret to pleaſe the King, who de- 
ſigns to make him his Favourite; and that 


is what T can't ſuffer. The Favour of: 


crown'd Head is like the Poſſeſſion of 2 
Woman one adores. Tis a Happinels 
whereof one is fo jealous, that one can't 
reſolve upon ſharing it with a Rival, how 
nearly ſoever one is united to him by Blood 
or Friendſhip. 

Here, (continu'd he) I ſhew you the very 
bottom of my Heart. I have already try'd 
to undermine the Duke 4' Uzeda in the 
King's Favour, and as have not been able 


to compaſs my Deſign, I have form'd i 


nother Stratagem. I would have the Count 
de Lemos, on his Side, inſinuate himſelf 


Beine 
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Being Lord of the Bed- Chamber, he has 
n Opportunity of converſing with him at 
all Hours; and beſides his having a good 
deal of Wit, I have an infallible Way to 
Imake him ſucceed in this Undertaking. By 
his Stratagem I ſhall ſet up my Nephew 
zoainſt my Son, and ſhall create a Diviſion 
between theſe Couſins which will oblige 
hem both to court. my Protection; and 
he Need they will have of my Intereſt 
vill render both of them ſubject to me. 
his (adds he) is my Scheme; and your 
M\ſiltance therein will be of uſe to me. I 
ndWvill ſend you ſecretly to the Count de Le- 
MW, and you ſhall bring me back Word of 

all he has to impart to me. | | 
After this Confidence, which I look'd 
pon as ready Money, I had no longer any 
Diſquiet. At laſt (ſaid I) I am in the 
ay of Preferment, it will rain Gold up- 
n me. Tis impoſſible but the Confident = 
ft a Man who is call'd zhe great Drum of 
e Spaniſh Monarchy, muſt ſoon wallow 
n Riches. Full of theſe flattering Hopes, 
aw my poor Purſe haſten to its end, 
vith a great deal of Indifference. 


IF CHAP. 
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CHAP. v. 


F here one ſhall ſee Gil Blas fl d with 
Joy and Honour, and. overwhelm 
with Mi ſer y. 


1 T was ſoon perceiv'd that J was in the I 
Prime- Miniſter's Favour. He affected 

to give me: Marks of it in- Publick, by 
making me carry his Porto-folio, which he 
before us'd to do himſelf when he went to 
Council. This Novelty. cauſing me to be 
look'd upon as a little Favourite, ſtirr'd 
up the Envy of ſeveral, and made me re- 
ceive abundance of Court Holy- Water, 
My two Neighbours, the Secretaries, . were 
none of the laſt in complimenting me up- 
en my SPP Re VO Grandeur, and invited 
me to Supper at their Widows, not ſo 
much by way of Return, as with a Vien 
of engaging me to do them ſome Service 
in the End. They congratulated me ol 
all Hands; even the haughty Don Kor! 
guez alter'd his Behaviour. He now 
always call'd me Signior de Santillane. 
He that before never ſtiled me but 90. 
without uſing the Term of Signior. He 
tir'd me with his Ciyilities, eſpecially * 
| e 
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he thought our Maſter obſerv'd him. But 
Il aſſure you he had no Fool to deal 
with; I return'd his Compliments the 
more politely, in that I hated him the 
Imoſt; an old Courtier cou'd not have ac- 
uitted himſelf better. 

[ alſo attended the Duke when he wait- 
ed on the King, whither he generally 
went thrice a-day. He viſited his Ma- 
jeſty in the Morning, as ſoon as he was 
wake, and kneeling down at his Bed's- 
Head, inform'd him what he had to do 
that Day, and dictated to him what he was 
to ſay, after which he withdrew. He 
return'd | again when his Majeſty had 
din'd, not to talk of Buſineſs, but to di- 
rert him with merry Converſation. He 
would entertain him with all the pleaſant 
Adventures that happen'd at Madrid, with 
which he was always the firſt acquainted. 
In fine, at Night he again ſaw the King, to 
give him what Account he pleas'd of all 
he had done that Day, and ask'd him, in a 
careleſs way, his Orders for the next. I 
tud in the Anti-chamber, . whilſt he was 
vith his Majeſty, where I was ſurrounded 
with Perſons of Quality, who, being de- 
irous of getting into Favour, courted my 
Converſation, and hugg'd themſelves that 
| would give them the Hearing. After all 
this, how cou'd avoid thinking my ſelf a 

| ; Man 


2 


| f 
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Man of Conſequence? There are ſeveri Mt 
Perſons at Court who imagine themſelvs MW 1 
ſo, with lefs Reaſon. „„ 
One Day, I had yet more Cauſe to be 
vain: the Duke having ſpoken advanta -. d 
gcouſly of my Style to the King, he hago 
the Curioſity to fee a Specimen of it. HS f 
Excellency making me take the Regiſter tt 
of Catalonia, carry'd me before that Mo- 
narch, and bid me read the firſt Me- t 
mortal I had digefted. If that Prince hi 
Preſence put me at firſt into ſome Confu - p. 
ſion, that of the Prime- Miniſter ſoon cn-M fe. 
courag'd me, and I read my Performance ne 
with which his Majeſty was very well th 
Peas d. He nend himſelf ſatisfy der 
with me, and even charg'd his Miniſter to H 
take care of my Fortune. This did not io 
abate the Pride I had already; and theſ ni. 
Converſation I had a few Days afterwards Pi 
with the Count de Lemos, put the laſt ſtroke co 


to the filling my Head with ambitious ha 
Notions. : ch 
I went to wait on that Nobleman, from if 
his Uncle, at the Prince of Spain's, and I Fa 
preſented him with a credential Letten al 
wherein the Duke inform'd him that he nig 
might open himſelf to me as being a Many up 
perfectly acquainted with their Deſign, andi 
one who was pitch'd upon to be their com- * 


mon Meſſenger. Having read this * 
. of the 
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ne Count conducted me into a Chamber, 
e where we both ſhut our ſelves up; and 
there he began this Diſcourſe: Since you 
eue Confident to the Duke of Lerma, I 
. (don't doubt but you deſerve it, and J 
u ought to make no difficulty of repoſing the 
same Truſt in you. You muſt know then 
er that Things go the beſt in the World. The 
o-M Prince of Spain diſtinguiſhes me from all 
e. the Noblemen that make their Court to 
WW him, and ftudy to pleaſe him. I was in 
u-M private with him this Morning, and he 
n-M {:zcm'd concern'd that the King's Covetoul- 
«MM nfs render'd him incapable of following 
el the Bent of his generous Inclinations, and 
even of making a Figure ſuitable to a Prince. 
rol Hereupon I did not fail to lament his Miſ- 
ot fortune, and taking hold of that Opportu- 
be nity, Ipromis'd to bring him a thouſand 
dM Piltoles to-morrow at his Levee, *rill I 
ke cou'd procure larger Sums with which I 
ul have undertook to ſupply him. He was 
charm'd with my Promiſe, and I am ſure, 
mW if I keep my Word, of getting into his 
| IMF Favour. Go to my Uncle, and tell him 
all theſe Circumſtances, and come back to- 
night to inform me what he thinks there- 
upon. 
I lefr the Count de Lemos when he had 
thus ſpoken, and return'd to the Duke of 
Lerma, who upon my giving him this Ac- 
count 
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on my taking Leave of him, whiſper'd me, 


nating on theſe Words, which were not 
ambiguous in the leaſt, and fill'd me 


Heir to the Crown! I did not in the leaſt 


to be a great Prince's Miniſter of his Plea- 
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count ſent to Calderona for a thouſand 
Piſtoles, wherewith J was intruſted that ; 
Night, and which I carried to the Coun, MI” 
ſaying to my ſelf as I went, O ho, I fe 

now what is the infallible way the Mini- Jb. 
{ter takes to ſucceed in his Enterprize; 6 


faith he is in the right, and in all Appes- 
rance this Prodigality won't ruin him, [1 F 
can eaſily gueſs out of whofe Coffers he 1 


takes theſe fine Piſtoles; but, after all, is 


not it reaſonable, that the Father ſhou'd 
maintain the Son? The Count de Lemos, 


Adieu, my dear Confident; the Prince of 
Spain loves the fair Sex a little, we muſt 
have a Conference together thereupon the 
firſt Opportunity. Iforeſee that I ſhall ſoon 
want your Aſſiſtance. I went away rumi- 


with Joy. What the Deuce, (ſaid I) am 
I-juſt upon being made the Mercury to the 


examine whether: the Office was good. or 
bad; the Quality of the Gallant baniſh'd 
my Morals. What a Glory was it for me 


ſares! Not ſo faſt. Mr. Gal Blas, . ſome bo- 
dy will cry! You was only to be Deputy: 
Miniſter. I agree to it, but at the bottom 
: | | thelc WI 
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theſe two Poſts are equally Honourable. 
only the Profit is different. 1 
Whilſt I was thus diſcharging: theſe no- 
ble Commiſſions, and getting daily more 


Lind more into the Prime Miniſter's good: 


Graces, with all the fineſt Hopes in the 
World, F ſhould have been happy if Am- 
bition cou'd have kept me from Hunger. 
| had got rid of my magnificent Apart- 
nent above two Months, and lodg'd in 
one of the moſt. ordinary Rooms ready 
furniſh'd.. Altho* this troubled me, yet as 
went out early in the Morning, and did 
not return till: Night to lie there, I bore 
t patiently. I-was all Day in my Element, 
that is to ſay at the Duke's,. where I acted 
the Part of a Lord. But when TI retir'd to. 
ny Dog-hole, my Lordſhip vaniſh'd; and 
there only. remain'd poor Gi Blas with- 
out Money, and, which was worſe, with⸗ 
out any thing that would raiſe any. Be- 
des my: being too proud to diſcover my 
Wants to any one, I knew no body but 
Navarro,. and I had neglected him too 
much ſince my. being at Court to dare ad- 
ireſs my ſelf to him. I had been oblig'd 
to ſell my things Piece by Piece, and I had 
nothing left but what I could not any way 
pare. I went no more to the Eating- houſe, 
tor want of Money to pay my Ordinary. 
What ſhift did I make then to ſubſiſt? 
I : — nn 


How Gil Blas diſcovered his Miſery 
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They brought us every Morning a littk MW» 
Roll, and a Glaſs of Wine for our Break- 
faſt in the Office. This was all that the Mt! 
Miniſter allow'd us. I only eat that allo! 
Day, and went to Bed at Night moſt com -· 


monly without Supper. Jo 


This was the Condition of a Man that v. 
made a Figure at Court, but who ought 
rather to have been pity'd than enyy'd, 
However I cou'd no longer endure my 
Miſery, and I reſolv'd at laſt to diſcoyer 
it with Addreſs to the Duke de Lern, 
whenever cou'd find an Opportunity. By 
good Luck I met one at the Eſcurial, whi- I. 
ther the King and Prince of Spain went 
ſome Days after. 72 | 


GAA VL. 


zo the Duke de Lerma, and after 
what Manner that Miniſter treated 


\ \ 7 HEN the King was at the E/curia, 
he bore every one's Charges that at- 


tended him, ſo that 1 did not then feel 
Where 
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where the Shooe pinch'd me. I lay in a 
Wardrobe near the Duke's Chamber, and 
this Miniſter riſing one Morning by break 
of Day according to cuſtom, bid me take 
ſome Papers and an Inkhorn, and fol- 
by him into the Palace-Gardens. We 

went to ſit down under ſome Trees, where 
[put my ſelf, by his Order, in the Poſture 
of one that writes upon the Crown of his 
Hat, and he held a Paper in his Hand, as 
if he was reading. We ſeem'd at a Dif- 
tance to be about Buſineſs of Importance, 
nd nevertheleſs we were only talking of 
Trifles. | | 

had been diverting his Excellency a- 
bove an Hour, by all the Flights where- 
mh my gay Temper furniſh'd me, when 
vo Magpyes coming and ſettling upon the 
rees that cover'd us with their Shade, 
began to chatter after ſuch a loud manner, 
that they attracted our Attention: You 
uttering Birds (ſaid the Duke) that ſeem 
0 quarrel, I ſhou'd be curious enough to 
now the Cauſe of your Difference. My 
Word (ſaid I) your Curioſity makes me 
member an Indian Fable that I have read 
n Pilpay, or ſome other Writer of Fa- 
ies, The Minifter ask'd me what it was, 
nd I related it to him in the Terms fol- 
Ing. 5 | | if 10 
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A Monarch formerly reign'd in Perjy, 
who not having Capacity enough to govern 
his Dominions himſelf, left the Care thee. 
of to his grand Yifer. This Miniſter, 
whoſe Name was Atalmuc, was a Man o 
a ſuperior Genius. He ſupported the 
Weight of this vaſt Monarchy without 
ſinking under it, He preſerv'd it in a pro. 
found Peace. He had even the Art offi 
rendring the Ine. Authority amiable, by 
making it reſpected, and the Subjects wer 
happy in having an affectionate "por in 
a Viſier who was faithful to his Prince. ee 
Atalmuc had amongſt his Secretaries 1 
young Cachemirian, call'd Zeangir, whom in 
he lov'd more than the reſt. He took 
Pleaſure in his Company, took him with e. 
him a hunting, and diſcover'd to him evenſeri 
his inmoſt Thoughts. One Day as they 
were hunting in a Wood, the Viſier ob 
ſerving two Ravens croaking upon a Tree, 
ſaid to his Secretary, I ſhou'd be glad to 
know what theſe Birds fay in their Lan- 
guage. My Lord, (replies the Cachemirian) 
your wiſhes may be accompliſh'd. And 

ow, rejoin'd 4talmuc? Becauſe, (replied 
Zeangir) a Derviſe who was a Cabaliſt 
taught me the Birds Language; if you de 
fire it, I will liſten to theſe, and repeat te 
you. Word for Word what I hear them — 
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The Viſier conſented. The Cachemiri- 
drew near the Ravens, and ſeem'd to 
end an attentive Ear to them; after which, 
turning to his Maſter, he ſaid, My Lord, 
Kou'd you believe it, we were the Subject 
their Converſation. *Tis impoſſible, 
ies the Per ſian Miniſter : Well, and what 
y they of us? One of them (rejoin'd the 
ecretary) ſaid; There he is, the Grand 
Vier Atalmuc That tutelary Eagle that 
overs Per ſia with his Wings, as if *twere 
s Neſt, and watches continually for its 
reſervation. There he is hunting in this 
Vood with his faithful Zeangir, to refreſh 
imſelf after his painful Toils. How hap- 
is that Secretary to ſerve a Maſter who 
ews him a Thouſand Favours? Softly, 
cries the other Raven, interrupting him) 
oftly. Don't boaſt ſo much of the Ca- 
lemiran's good Fortune. Atalmuc, tis 
ue, converſes with him familiarly, ho- 
ours him with making him his Confident, 
nd I don't doubt but he even deſigns to 
dive him ſome conſiderable Employment 
but before that Time comes, Zeangir will 
e ſtarv'd. That poor Wretch lodges in 
little ready-furniſh'd Room, where he 
rants the greateſt Neceſſaries. In ſhort, 
e leads a miſerable Life, without any 
e's perceiving it at Court. The Grand 
er does not think of enquiring into his 
N x Circums. 


made upon Atalmuc's Mind, and whethe 


the contrary the Story ſays, that he loaded 


— 
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Circumſtances, but contenting himſelf 
with having a Regard for him, lets him 
fall a Victim to Poverty. - 

I left off ſpeaking here, to ſee how the 
Duke of Lerma took it; who ask'd me 
with a Smile, what Impreſſion this Fable 


the Grand YVifer was not offended with hi 
Secretary's Boldneſs. No, my Lord, (ſays 
I, alittle confounded at his Queſtion) o 


him with Benefits. That was lucky, (re 
ply'd the Duke, with a ſerious Air) there 


are Miniſters who wou'd not take ſuci lo 
Leſſons well. But (continu'd he, break li. 
ing off the Diſcourſe) I believe the KingWon 
will not be long before he awakes; my»: 
Duty calls me to him. At theſe Words hdiiffece 
- walk'd haſtily towards the Palace, andiut 
ſeem'd to me very much difpleas'd wide 
my Indian Fable. 5 Wo: 
I follow'd him to his Majeſty's Chang 
ber Door; after which, I went to lay mad 
Papers in the Place whence I took theme) 


on ſeeing me;) you are very much moved; 


you? 


This done, I went into a Cloſet where 
our two Secretaries were at work, fo 
they were alſo come with us. What's tht 
matter, Signior de Santillane? (ſaid the 


has any diſagreeable Accident happen'd te c. 
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vas too full of the ill Succeſs of my 
ble, to hide my Trouble from them, I 
ade them a Recital of what I had ſaid to 
de Duke, and they appear'd ſenſible of the 
rely Grief with which I ſeem'd to be 
tiz' d. You have Reaſon to be chagrin, 
id one of themz can you think to be 
Fetter treated than a Secretary of Cardinal 
wnſoa's ? This Secretary being weary with 
cceiving nothing in fifteen Months that he 
a been imploy'd by his Eminence, took 
ie Liberty one Day to repreſent his Ne- 
eſſities to him, and to ask him for ſome 
oney for Subſiſtence. Tis juſt (ſaid the 
liniſter) that you ſhou'd be paid; there, 
ontinu'd he, putting into his Hands a 
arrant for a thouſand Ducats, go and 
receive that Sum at the Royal Treaſury 
nd hut at the ſame Time remember that I want 
Wo more of your Service. The Secretary 
you'd have .comforted himſelf for his be- 
Ws diſmiſs'd, if he had receiv'd the thou- 
Jad Ducats, and been left to look for Im- 
mMWloyment elſewhere z but on his leaving the 
e ardinal's he was ſeiz'd by an Alguazil, 
fonud conducted to the Tower of Segovia, 
thEFWicre he remain'd Priſoner a long while. 
cl This little Story redoubled my Terrour, 
ai thought my ſelf loſt, and not being able 
ta comfort my ſelf, I began to reproach 
ly Impatience, as if I had not endured 

EE enough. 


; <> 
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enough. Alas! (cried TI) why did I ry 
the hazard of this curſed Fable, which ha 
diſpleas'd the Miniſter! perhaps he wi 
upon the point of extricating me from m 
miſerable Condition. Perchance I was go 
ing to make one of thoſe ſudden Fortune 
that ſurprize the World. What Riche 
what Honours have I loft by my Folly! 
ought to have reflected, that there are gre; 
Men who don't love to be anticipated, an 
who will have one receive as a FayoulEx 
from them, even the leaſt Things that the 
are oblig'd to give. I had better have con 
tinu'd my Dier, without ſaying any thing 
to the Duke, and even have ſtarv'd, that 
might have laid all the Blame on his fide. Weoc 
If I had retain'd yet ſome Glimpſe offi 
Hope, the Sight of my Maſter, after Ding 
ner, wou'd have deſtroy'd it entirely. Ha 
was very ſerious with me, contrary to hit a 
Cuſtom, and did not ſpeak to me at all 
This gave me, all the reſt of the Day, 
mortal Diſquiet, neither did I ſpend tix 
Night in more caſe. The Regret of ſceingWuc 
all my agreeable Illuſions vaniſh, and be! 
Fear of increaſing the Number of Stat 
Priſoners, made me do nothing but fg 

and complain. 5 ; 
The next was the critical Day; the Dust 
had me call'd in the Morning; I enter 
his Chamber trembling more than a Crim! 
| ; : N 
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nal who is going to Judgment. Santillane, 
(aid he, ſhewing me a Paper he had in his 
Hand) take this Warrant 
vt the Word Warrant, and ſaid to my ſelf, 
0 Heavens! here is the Cardinal Spinoſa, 
the Coach is ready for Segovia. The Ter- 
dur I was in at that Inſtant was ſo great, 
that I interrupted the Miniſter, and throw- 
ng my ſelf at his Feet: my Lord (faid I, 
ll bath'd in Tears) I humbly beg your 
Excellency to pardon my Boldneſs: Twas 
ny Neceſlity forc'd me to inform you of 
ny Miſery. 0 ZE 
he Duke cou'd not forbear laughing at 
he Diſorder wherein he ſaw me. Be of 
zood Heart Gil Blas (reply'd he) and hear- 
ken to me. Altho* the diſcovering your 
Wants, was reproaching me for not 
aving prevented them, yer I don't take it 
t all amiſs of you, I rather am angry with 
py ſelf for not asking you how you liv'd. 
but to begin to make amends for this In- 
liſcretion, I give you a Warrant for 1500 
SW ucats, which will be paid you at ſigh, at 
e Royal Treaſury: This is not all, I pro- 
nile you as much every Year and beſides, 
rien any Perſons that are rich and gene- 
ous, defire you to do them a Service, I 
lon't forbid your ſpeaking in their Favour. 
Theſe Words threw me into ſuch a 
Ipture, that I kiſs'd the Feet of the Mi- 
| | ” niſter, 


\ 


I ſhudder'd © 
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niſter, who commanding me to riſe, co 
tinu'd to diſcourſe me. On the other hand 
I wou'd have recover'd my gay Temper 
but I cou'd not ſo ſoon make a Tranſitiq 
from Grief to Joy. I remain'd as confoun 
ded as a Malefactor who hears them cry 
Reprieve, the moment that he expected: 
the fatal Stroke. My Maſter aſcrib'd al 
my Diſturbance only to the Fear of having, 
diſpleas'd him, altho' the Apprehenſion o 
a perpetual Impriſonment had at leaſt 
reat a Share herein. He confeſs'd that 
ad affected to look cool upon me, to ſa 
if I ſhou'd be very ſenſible of the Change 
that he judg'd by that of my Attachmer 
to his Perſon, and lik'd me the better. n- 


_—_ 
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O the good Uſe he made of his 1500 - 
 Ducats: Of the firſt Affair whert 
in he engaged, and of the Profit . 


got by it. ene 0 
THE King, (as if to comply with ii « 


4 Impatience) returned on the Morr0at « 
to Madrid. I immediately flew to the 14 ii 
- as bin Teer 
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feaſury, where I aſſoon, receiv'd the 


um contain'd in my Warrant. I then 
eve Ear to nothing but my Ambition and 
oF':nity. I left my miſerable ready- fur- 


h'd Dog-hole for the Secretaries who 
d not yet underſtand the Language of 
ids, and (hired a ſecond time my fine 


a partment, which by good Fortune hap- 
end to be empty. I then ſent, for a fa- 
Oous Tailor, who work'd for almoſt all 
ie Fops: He took my Meaſure, and car- 
, ed me to a Woollen-Draper's, - where he 


ught five Ells of Cloth, which he ſaid 
e muſt have to make me a Suit. Five 
ls for Spaniſh Dreſs ! Juſt Heav'ns! But 
on't let us criticize thereupon. - [Tailors 
ho are in Reputation, always take more 
ban others. TI afterwards bought ſome 
inen, whereof I was in great want, with 
lk Stockings, and a Beaver laced with a 
pariſh open Lace. no rf oben 
After this, as I cou'd not well be with- 
ta Footman, I deſir'd my Landlord 
incet Forero to recommend me ane. 
oft part of the Forcigners*who lodg'd 
ith him, uſed, when they came to Ma- 
, to hire $panſh Servants. This did 
t fail to draw all the Footmen that were 
t of Service to this Houſe. The firſt 
a offer'd was a young Fellow of ſuch a 
d religious Air that I wou'd not have 


21 
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him. I thought I ſaw Ambroſe de Lameli 
I don't love (ſaid I to Forero) a Footma 
with ſuch a ſan&ified Look; I have bee 
caught ſo already,  _. Iv 
I had hardly refus'd this Fellow, but 
another came in. This ſeem'd very ſharp 
with more Impudence than a Court Page 
and to that a little roguiſh., He pleas! 
me; I ask'd him ſome Queſtions, to whic 
he gave pertinent Anſwers; Teven obſery' 
that he was iar grins, IT look'd upo 
him as a Man fit for my Turn, and hir' 
him, of which I had no Reaſon to repent 
for I ſoon perceiv'd that I had got an ad 
mirable Bargain. As the Duke had give 
me leave to ſpeak to him in Favour of 
Perſons whom I had a mind to ſerve, an 
as I had no Intention to neglect this Perf 
miſſion, I wanted a Spaniel to hunt ou 
the Game; I mean an arch Fellow tha 
was induſtrious, and fit to find out and brinf 
me ſuch Perſons as had Favours to ask 0 
the Prime Miniſter. This was juſt Scipio 
Maſter- piece: That was my Footman 
Name: He came from Donna Anna de Gut 
vara, the Prince of Spain's Nurſe, whe 
he had exercis'd that Talent very much. 
As ſoon as I had inform'd him of my! 
tereſt, and that I ſflou'd be glad to mak 
uſe of it, he took the Field, and that ve 
Day 2 told me, Sir, 1 have made a prett 
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pod Diſcovery. There is a young Gen- 
leman of Grenada juſt -arriv'd at Madrid, 
phoſe Name is Don Roger de Rada. He 
ls fought a Duel, which obliges him to 
hve recourſe to the Duke of Lerma's Pro- 
ection;z and he is willing to pay well for 
ling him that Service. I have ſpoken to 
lin. He had a mind to have addreſs'd 
iimſelf to Don Rodriguez de Calderona, 
whoſe Power has been cried up to him; 
ut I have deterr'd him, by acquainting him, 
hat that Secretary ſold his good Offices 
t an extravagant Rate, whereas you wou 
ſatisfied with a handſome Acknowled -” 
nent for yours; that you wou'd even do 
Service for nothing, if the Condition of 
jour Affairs would allow you to follow 
hour generous and diſintereſted Temper. 
In ſhort, I have ſpoken after ſuch a man- 
er, that you will ſee the Gentleman at 
jour Levee to-morrow Morning. How 
laid I) Mr. Scipio, you have alrtady done 
great deal of Buſineſs: You are no No- 
ice at intriguing, I wonder you are no 
cher. That ought not to ſurprize you, 
teply'd' he) I love to make Money circu- 
te, I don't hoard, _ W 
Don Roger de Rada came accordingly, 
d was receiv'd with a Politeneſs in- 
rmix'd with Haughtineſs. Signior Ca- 
55 „ valier 
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valier (ſaid I) before I engage to ſeryq 
you, I muſt know the Affair of Honou 
that brings you to Court, for it may hap 
pen to be of that Nature that I may not 
dare to intercede for you with the Prime 
Miniſter. Therefore 1 deſire you to ging 
me a true Account of it, and be aſſur e 
that I will eſpouſe your Intereſt very heat 
tily, if a Man of Honour may appear there 
in. With all my Heart (reply'd the young 

 Grenadian) I am going to make you a ſin 
cere Recital of m Hiſtory. At the ſame 
Time he recounted it after the following 
„ SN TY: UT gt ROS or 
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The Hiſtory of Don Roger de iin 
„ name e 
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NON Anaſtaſio de Rada, a Gentlemit Was 

of Grenada, liy'd very happily in the 
City of Anteguera, with Donna Eſepban 
his Spouſe, Who, to ſolid Virtue, had: 
mild Temper, and was a Woman of es 
quiſite Beauty. If ſhe lov'd her Husban 
renderly, it was return'd with equal Pal 
fon. He was naturally very much inclin 
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WM Jealouſy 3 and altho' he had no Reaſon 
o ſuſpect his Wife's Fidelity, he was ne- 
ertheleſs uneaſy. He was apprehenſive 
Lt ſome private Enemy to his Repoſe 
hou'd make an Attempt upon his Honour. 
He grew diffident of all his Friends, except 
Don Huberto de Hordales, to whom his 
Houſe was open, as being Eſtephania's 
ouſin, and who was the only one of 
hom he had no Miſtruſt. 
In effect, Don Huberto fell in Love 
rith his Couſin, and was ſo bold as to 
elare his Paſſion, without having regard 
the Blood that united them, or to 
Don Anaſtaſio's particular Friendſhip. The 
Lady, who was diſcreet, inſlead of ma- 
ing a Clamour, which might haye had 
tal Conſequences, reprehended her Rela- 
lon mildly, repreſenting to him the 
leinouſneſs of the Crime, to attempt 
o ſeduce and diſhonour her Husband; 
nd telling him very ſeriouſly, that he 
ht not to flatter himſelf with any 
F 
This Moderation only ſerv'd to inflame 
e Cavalier the more; for imagining that 
e ought to try a Woman of her Charac- 
tr to the utmoſt, he began to be diſre- 
pectful in his Behaviour, and had the 
ſurance one Day to preſs her to ſa- 
bly his Defires, She repuls'd him with a 
| K 3 _-— nw. 
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ſevere Air, and threaten'd to make Do he 
Anaſtafio puniſh his Raſhneſs. 'The Spark 
being terrified with this Menace, promiſe 
to talk no more to her of Love; and upot 
the Credit of this Promiſe, Efephania tor 
gave what was paſſed. A 
Don Huberto, who was naturally a gre 
Villain, cou'd not ſee his Paſſion ſo ill re 
paid, without conceiving a baſe Deſire c 
avenging himſelf. He knew Don A1 
faſio to be a jealous Man, ſuſceptible o 
any Impreſſions he wou'd make upon him 
He wanted no more to form the blackeſf 
Deſign of which a Miſcreant cou'd bd 
capable. One Evening as he was walking 
alone with this weak Husband, he ſaid tc 
him with the moſt melancholy Air in th 
World: My dear Friend, I can live nt 
longer without revealing a Secret, whic| 
I ſhou'd be cautious of diſcovering, 1 
your Honour were not more dear to 70 
than your Reſt. But your Delicacy an( 
mine in point of Offences, won't ſuffer m 
to conceal any longer what is done at yo 
Houſe. Prepare to hear an Account whic 
will cauſe in you as much Grief as Sur 
prize. I am going to wound you in you 
tendereſt Part. RT. 
I underſtand you (reply'd Don Avaſts/ 
already quite 8 your Couſin 
falſe to me. I no longer acknowles 
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oder for my Couſin (rejoin'd Hordales , 
with a paſhonate Air;) I diſown her, and 

he is unworthy of having you for her Hus- 
hand. You make me languiſh too long 
cried Don Anaſtaſio) ſpeak, What has E- 
fephania done? She has betray'd you, re- 
Wily'd Don Haberto. You have a Rival 
whom ſhe favours ſecretly, but I can't 
ume him to you; for the Adulterer eſca- 
red the Eyes that watch'd him, by the fa- 
rour of a dark Night. All that I know is, 
that they deceive you. Tis a Thing where- 
Wot I am aſſur'd.. The Intereſt that I ought. 
Js take in this Affair, is but too certain a 
Proof for you of the Truth of my Report. 
vince I declare my ſelf againſt Eftephania, 
[muſt be well convinc'd of her Infidelity. 
'Tis in vain (continu'd he, obſerving 


k@) 'tis in vain to ſay any more to you. 
| perceive that you are undeſerving of the 
| 2 wherewith your Love is repaid, 
nd that you are meditating a juſt Revenge. 
{ſhall not oppoſe you, don't examine who 
[s the Victim you are going to ſtrike; 
ſew the whole City, that there is no- 
thing but what you can ſacrifice to your 

Honour, „ * 
Thus did the Traitor animate a too cre- 
dulous Husband againſt an innocent Wife > 
ad he painted to bim in ſuch lively Co- 
"i 4 lours 


bat his Diſcourſe produced the deſired Ef- 
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lours the Infamy wherewith he wou'd be 
cover'd, if he let the Affront go unpu 
niſh'd, that at laſt he put him in a Rage. 
Behold Don Anaſtaſio deprived of Judy 
ment. He ſeems as if poſſeſs'd by thi 
Furies. He returns Home with a Reſolu 
tion to ſtab his unhappy Wife, who wa 
juſt ſtepping into Bed when he arriv'd. Win 
He conftrain'd himſelf at firſt, and wait Mou 
ed till the Domeſticks were withdrawn Mb 
But then, without being reſtrain'd by theMhe 
Fear of the Anger of Heaven, or the Di- m 
honour that it would reflect upon an ho- r. 
neſt Family; or even by the natural Pity HD. 
he ought to have had for a Child, where · bo 
with his Wife was ſix Months gone; he uf 
approach'd his Victim, and ſaid in air: 
furious Tone: Wretch, thou muſt periſh, Nut 
thou haſt but one moment longer to l. ve, {Mil 
and that is owing to my Goodneſs, that Mie 
thou mayſt beg Heaven to forgive thee Mio 
the Outrage thou haſt done me. I wou'd e. 
not have thee loſe thy Soul, as thou haſt Mbit 
loſtmnkine: Honour, (1 y 210m no 52 1 
This ſaid, he drew. his Poniard. His No. 
Action and Diſcourſe terrified Efepbania, Mw! 
ſo that throwing her ſelf at his Knees, Mito 
wringing her Hands, and quite confoun- Mit 
ded, the ſaid, What is the Matter, my Nu 
Lord? What Reaſon have I had the Mi- Wt 
fortune to give you to be gs to 
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l 

by wou'd you deprive your Spouſe of 
er Life? If you ſuſpect her of not being 
e faithful to you, you are in an Error. 
No, no (replied the jealous Wretch) I 
be em but too well aſſur'd of your Treaſon. 


The Perſons who inform'd me are of worth. 
Don Huberto— Ah, my Lord! (ſaid ſhe, 
nterrupting him with Precipitation) you 


t. ought ro diſtruſt Don Huberto He is not 
no much your Friend as you imagine. If 
hebe has told you any Thing reflecting upon 
ny Virtue, don't believe him. Hold your 


Tongue, you infamous Woman (replied 


Don Anaſtaſio) by endeavouring ' to pre- 
c- Whoſſeſs me againſt Hordales, you rather juſ- 
ic Huf than remove my Sufpicions. Vou at- 
WMicmpr to render me miſtruſtful of this Re- 


ation, becauſe he is acquainted with your 
Il Conduct, You wou'd weaken his Evi- 
dence, but this Artifice is uſeleſs, and re- 
doubles my Inclination to puniſh you. My 
dear Husband (replied Eſtephania, weeping 
bitterly) be upon your Guard againſt your 
blind Paſſion, whoſe Dictates if you fol- 
ow, you will never forgive your ſelt, 
when you ſhall' once know the Wrong you 
o me. For God's ſake calm your Anger; 
it leaſt give your ſelf time to clear up your 
duſpicions. It will only be doing Juſtice 
ba Woman who has nothing where with 
fene . ĩͤ OR 

| EL =: Any 
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Any other but Don Anaſtaſio would haye 
been mov'd at theſe Words, and yet more 
at the Affliction of the Perfon who pro- 
nounc'd them; but the Barbarian, far [a 
ſeeming to relent, bid the Lady a ſecond 
time recommend herſelf to God ſpeedily; 
and even lifted up his Arm, to ſtrike her 
Stop, Barbarian (cry'd ſhe). If the Loyd 
Jeu formerly bore me is entirely extin& 
If all the Marks of ay ex of whic 
J have been ſo profuſe are blotted out of 
your Remembrance: If my Tears can 
deeter you from your execrable Deſign, al 
leaſt 5 regard to your own Blood 
Don't arm your furious Hand againſt at 
Innocent who has not yet ſeen the Light 
You cannot be its Executioner withou 
offending both Heay'n and Earth. As for 
me, 1 forgive you my Death, but be a 
fur'd his will cry for Juſtice for fo enor 


o 


mous a Crime. _ 

As reſolute as Don Auafafio was not te 
hearken to whatever Efephania ſhou'd lay 
he cou'd not help being moy'd at the hor 
rible Ideas which theſe laſt Words brough 
into his Mind Accordingly, as if he wa 
afraid leſt-this Shock could get the bettc 
of his Reſentment, he made haſte to tak 
Advantage of what Fury remain'd in him 
and plung'd his Poniard in his Wife's lef 
Side. She fell down that moment, ant 
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be, believing her dead, immediately left 
his Houſe, and diſappear'd. from Ante- 
ra. 3533 . 
In the mean while this unfortunate 
Spouſe was ſo ſtunn'd with the Wound 
ſhe had receiv'd, that ſhe remain'd ſome 
Minutes lifeleſs upon the Ground. After 
which, recovering her Spirits, ſhe made 
uch Complaints and Lamentations as drew 
in old Woman that ſerv'd her to her Aſſiſ- 
tance. This good old Creature ſeeing her 
Miſtreſs in ſuch a piteous Condition, ſent 
forth ſuch Cries as ſoon awaken'd the other 
Domeſticks, and even the next Neighbours. 
The Chamber was quickly full of Com- 
pany. They ſent for Surgeons, who exa- 
nining the Wound, had no ill Opinion 
of it. They were not miſtaken in their 
Conjectures. Eſephania was even cured 
na {mall Time, and deliver'd happily of 
2 Son three Months after this Adventure. 
And in me, Signior Gil Blas, you behold 
that Son, I am the Fruits of that melan- 
choly Labour. „ 
Altho* Slander ſeldom ſpares a Woman's 
Character, it yet ſhew'd a Regard to my 
Mother's; and this bloody Scene was 
bok'd upon in the Town but only as the 
Iranſport.. of a Jealous Husband. Tis 
Ine my Father was known to be of a vio- 
eat Temper, and apt eaſily to take um- 
brage 
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brage at any thing. Hordales judg'd veryM: 
rightly that his Couſin ſuſpe&ed him offi 
having diſturb'd Don Anaſtaſio's Mind by: 
his Falſities, and contenting himſelf with 
being at leaſt half reveng'd of her, he leſtii 
off viſiting her. I ſhall not enlarge upon 
the Education that was given me, for tear | 
of tiring your Patience; I ſhall only fayW\ 
that my Mother chiefly took care of my 
learning to Fence well, and that I puſh Me 
a long time in the moſt famous School n 
of Grenada and Seville. She impatient tc 
waited 'till J was of Age to meaſure my h 
Sword with Don Huberto, that ſhe migh 
inform me what Reaſon ſhe had to comM 0 
plain of him; and finding me at laſt inn 
my eighteenth Year, ſhe intruſted me wit 
it, not without ſhedding a Flood of Tears M of 
and being ſeiz'd with a lively Grief. Wha la 
Impreſſion cannot a Mother make, in thi ge 
Condition, upon a Son who has Courage m 
and natural Affection? I immediately wen v 
to find out Hordales, and carried him to be 
private Place, where after a pretty long ta. 
Combat, I ran him thrice thro', and let an 
him upon the Spot. W 
Don Huberio fecling himſelf mortal E 
 . wounded, fix'd his dying Eyes upon nll 
and own'd that he receiv'd Death at ml de 
Hands as a juft Puniſhment for the Offenc th 


he had committed againſt my Mother's He 
| 7 | — 
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our. He confeſs'd that he had reſolv'd 
to ruin her, to revenge himſelf of her Ri- 
gour. After this he expir'd, asking Par- 
don of Heaven, Don Anaſtaſio, Eſtephania, 
and me. I did not think it proper to re- 
turn home, to inform my Mother of the 
Iſue. I left that to Fame. I croſs'd the 
Mountains and went to Malaga, where 
| embark*d on board a Privateer Who was 
going to cruiſe. I ſeem'd to him not to 
want Courage, and he conſented willingly 

to my joining with the braye Fellows he 

enen... ERR 2 20g 
We were. not long before we found an 
Occaſion to fignalize our ſelves. We met, 
near the Iſle of Albouran, a Corſair of 
Melilla; who was returning to the Coaſts 
of Africa, with a Spaniſh Veſſel, richly 
laden, which he had taken off of Carta- 
gena. We attack'd the African briskly, and 
made our ſelves Maſters of his two Ships, 
wherein were fourſcore Chriſtians whom 
he was carrying Slaves to Barbary. Then 
taking advantage of a Gale that ſprung up, 
and was fair for the Coaſts of Grenada, 
we arriv'd in a little time at Panta de 
Helena. OG TMR SOHO FL 
I As we enquir'd of the Slaves. we had 
delver'd of what Place they were, I ask'd 
the ſame Queſtion of a Man of an excel- 
lent Mien, and who might very _ 5 
3 | ty 
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fifty Years old. He anſwer' d fi hing that 


he was of Antequera. I felt my ſelf touch'd 
with his Reply, without knowing any Rea. 
ſon for it; and my Emotion, which he 
perceiv'd, caus'd a Diſturbance in him, 
which I cou'd not help obſerving. I an 
(ſays I to him) your Fellow-Citizen. May 
not one ask the Name of your Family? 
Alas, (replied he) you renew my Grief, 
by requiring me to ſatisfy. your Curioſity, 
'Tis eighteen Years fince I quitted Ani. 
quera, where I ought only to be remem- 
ber'd with Horrour. Perhaps you have 
your ſelf only heard me too much talk d 
of. My Name. is Don Anaſtaſio de Rata, 
Good Heav'n! ery'd I out, may I believe 
what I hear? What, is it Don Anaftajin, is 


it my Father whom I ſee? What do youſayf 


young Man? (ery'd he out in his turn, ob- 
ſerving me with Surprize;) Is it poſſible? 
Can you be that unfortunate Child with 

whom your Mother was big when I ſacri- 
fic'd her to my Fury? Yes Father (ſaid I 
"twas me that the virtuous Efephanis 
brought into the World, three Months 
after that fatal Night wherein you left 
her weltring in her Blood. 

Don Anaſtaſio did not wait for my fi- 


|  niching theſe Words, before he threw him- 


ſelf about my Neck. He embrac'd me in 
his Arms, and we did nothing but inter- 
. 1 mingle 
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ningle our Sighs and Tears for a quarter 
of an Hour. Having given our ſelves up 
o the tender Motzons which ſuch. an In- 
rerview cou'd not but excite in us, my Fa- 
ther lifted up his Eyes to Heav'n, to re- 
urn thanks for the ſaving of Eſtephania; 
but a Moment after, (as if he had been 
raid his Thanks were unſcaſonable) he 
$k'd me which way his Wife's Innocence 
had been diſcover'd. My Lord, (ſaid I) 
10 body but your ſelf ever doubted of it. 
Your Spouſe's Conduct has always been 
rreproachable. Tis time you were diſa- 
bus d: know twas Don Huberto who im- 
posd upon you. At the ſame time, I in- 
ſorm'd him of that Relation's Perfidiouſ- 
neſs, how. I had been reveng'd, and what 


ze had confeſs'd to me at his Death. 


My Father was leſs ſenſible of the Joy 
of having recover'd his Liberty, than of 
the Pleaſure of hearing ſuch News. He 
began again to embrace me tenderly with 
wranſports of Joy, and was never tired of 
tipreſſing how well he was ſatisfied with 
me. Come, my Son, (ſaid he) let us im- 
nediately take the Road to Antequera. I 
burn with Impatience to throw my ſelf at 
the Feet of a Wife whom I have treated 


% unworthily. Since you have let me 


now the Wrong I have done her, my 


Heart bleeds with Remorſe. 
| 1 1 
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the Money I receiv'd for my part of the 


Road to relate me all his Adventures, to 
Which I liſten'd with the ſame eager Atten- 


Prize at ſeeing a Husband whom ſhe thought 


(if I may uſe that expreſſion) that he was 
reſtor'd to her, was another ſubject for her 


I had too great a Mind to bring again 
together two Perſons ſo dear to me, to 
defer the happy Minute. I left the Priya. 
teer, and bought at 4dra two Mules, with 


Prize, my Father being no longer willing 
to expoſe himſelf to the Dangers of the 
Sea. He had leiſure enough upon the 


tion which the Prince of Ithaca gave to his 
Father when reciting his. In ſhort, after 
ſeveral Days Journey, we reach'd the bot- 
tom of the Mountain next to Anteguers, 
where we halted.” As we intended to get 
home as privately as poſſible, we did not Wii 
enter the City till the middle of the"! 
l leave you to imagine my Mother's Sur- 


loſt for ever; and the miraculous manner 


Wonder. He ask'd her Pardon for his c 
Barbarity, with ſuch lively marks of Re- 
pentance that ſhe-cou'd not help being 
mov'd. Inſtead of looking on him as ano 
Aſſaſſin, ſhe only regarded him as a Man” 
to whom Heav'n had ſubjected her; ſo n 
ſacred is the Name of Husband to a vir- 
tyous Woman - 1103-457 7 
 Eftephanis 


care of the reſt. He ſhall haſten your En- 


largement. 


ten Days I ſent this new Telemachus tc 
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Roger, I am appriz'd of the Affair that 
has brought you to Court; Santillane has 
inform'd me of all the Circumſtances. Set 
pour Mind at reſt, you have done nothing 

ut what's excuſable; his Majeſty loves, 
particularly, to pardon ſuch Gentlemen 
revenge their offended Honour. You muſt 
go to Priſon for Form; but be aſſur'd, 
that you ſhall not ſtay long there. Sar- 
tillaue is your good Friend, and ſhall take 


. — Roger made a low Bow to the Mi. 
niſter, upon whoſe Word he furrender'd 
himſelf Priſoner. His Pardon was ſoon 
diſpatch'd by my Care, and in leſs thanf 


rejoin his Uly//es and Penelope; whereas il 
he had not had a Protector, perhaps he 
had not been releas'd in a Year. I had fo 
this but a hundred Piſtoles; *twas nc 
great Catch, but I was not yet a Calderon 
to deſpiſe Trifle. - wei 
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CHAP. IX. 
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By what Means Gil Blas made a great 
Fortune in a ſmall Time; and of the 
great Airs he gave himelf, 


— vw we 


S wD 


MT HIS Affair made me reliſh the Buſt- 
1 neſs, and ten Piſtoles which I gave 
{Wi:i2io for Brokerage, encouraged him to 
o a-new upon the Scent. I have already 
extoll'd his Talent at it, one might juſtly 
nave call'd him Scipio the Great. The ſe- 
au cond Chapman he brought me was a Prin- 
ter of Books of Chivalry, who had got an 
tate in defiance of good Senſe. This 
rinter had pirated another's Copy, and 
lis Edition had been ſeiz'd. For three 
undred Ducats I kad his Books replevy'd, 
ud ſav'd him a heavy Fine. Altho' this 
did not regard the firſt Miniſter, his Ex- 
celleny at my Deſire was willing to in- 
terpoſe his Authority. After the Printer, 
i Merchant fell into my Clutches, and 
pon this Account: A Portugueſe Vel- 
el had been taken by a Corſair of Barbary, 
nd was re-taken by a Privateer of Cadiz. 
Two thirds: of her Lading belong'd to a 
bon Merchant, who having in ay re- 
8 e e claim 


j 


b 


| 
| 
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claim'd it, was come to the Court of Span, 
to find a Protector who! had Intereſt e. 
nough to get it reſtored. I interpos'd for 
him, and he regain'd his Effects, upon 


paying four hundred Piſtoles, whereof he 


made a Preſent for the Protection. 
Methinks J hear a Reader cry at this 
Place, Courage, Santillana, put Hay in 
your Coach: box, you are in a fine Road, 

151 e. ig! | | 
puſh your Fortune. O! I'll take care of 
that. If I am not miſtaken, I ſee my Foot- 
man coming. with a new Cuſtomer whom 
he has juſt hook'd in. Even fo, tis Scipio. 
Let's hear what he ſays. Sir (cries he) ſut- 
fer me to preſent you this famous Opern- 


tor. He deſires a Patent for ſelling his 


Drugs for ten Years thro” all the Cities of 
Spain, excluſive of all others; that is to 
fay, that all Perſons of his Profeſſion may 
be prohibited ſettling. in the Places where 


he reſides; and he will, as an Acknow- 


ledgment, give two hundred Piſtoles to the 


Perſon that gets the Patent diſpatch'd. I 
told the Mountebank, Protector like, go 


Four ways Friend, I'II do your Bufinels 


n effect, a few Days after, I ſent hin 


back with a Patent that gave him an ex- 


cluſive Power to cheat the People thro 


all the Kingdoms of Spain.  _ 
Beſides my growing more covetous, in 
proportion as I grew richer, I had — 
3 the 
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theſe four Favours fo eaſily of his Excel- 
ency, that I made no Scruple of asking 
fifth. Twas the Government of the City 
of Vera, on the Coaſt of Grenada, for a 
Knight of Calatrava, who offer'd me ooo 
piſtoles. The Miniſter fell a laughing to 
ke me ſo, keen after the Game. Good 
God, Friend Gil Blas (ſaid he) after what 
Rate you go on! You are prodigiouſly | 
fond of obliging your Neighbour.. Hear- 
ken, when you ask only for Trifles, I ſhall 
tot obſerve you ſo narrowly; but when 
you want Governments, or other conſi- 


frable Things, you muſt be ſatisfied, if 


ou pleaſe, Wirtz Half the Profit. You ſhall 
e accountable to me for the other. . You 
an't imagine (continu'd he) at what Ex- 
dence I am forc'd to be, nor to how ma- 


ly Shifts T am put to ſupport the Dignity 


af my Poſt; for in ſpite of the Piſinte- 


F235 


World, I own. to you L am not Fool e- 
ough to confound my domeſtick Affairs. 
Depend upon that. „ 
My Maſter, by this Diſcourſe, taking 
way all Fear of importuning him, or ra- 
ler encouraging me to make more fre- 

lent Demands, render'd me yet more 
needy of Riches than I was before. 1 
lou'd then willingly have poſted it up, that 
thoſe who wanted any Fayours at Courr, 
0 888 ſhou'd 


bes. —[„ñc . — — CEC — qe". a N 
. ry 1 


for a Knight of St. Jago. Nor was I fa 


tlemen, by excellent Coats of Arms. 


nag Frey were no better fill'd than thi 


ſuch a pretty Traffick, were not alway 
the moſt able Men in the World, nor thi 
maoſt regular. We knew very well thi 


ſelves for the hollowing of the Populaceſ 
by looking at their Gold. 


wy Hrsrory Bock He 
ſhou'd addreſs themſelves to me. I wen 


one way, Scipio another, ſeeking only how" 


to do any one a Service for his Money. Myl 
Knight of Calatrava had the Government e 
of Vera for his thouſand Piſtoles, and 
I ſoon obtain'd another at the ſame Price 


tisfied with making Governors, but Ib 
ſtow'd Orders of Knighthood, and con 
verted ſome good Yeomen into bad Gen 


was alſo willing the Clergy ſhould be ſen 
ſible of my Benefits, and conferr'd ſome 
ſmall Benefices, made Canons, and ſong" 
other Dignitaries of the Church. As ta" 
Archbiſhopricks and Biſhopricks, Don RW 
drigueꝝ de Calderona was the Patron that 
beſtow'd them. He alſo had the naming 
of Magiſtrates, Commendaries, and Vice 
royalties. This makes me ſuppoſe that thi 


mall ones. For the Perſons whom wil 


choſe to fill the Poſts, Whereof we mad 


the Sneerers at Madrid made themlſclyc 
merry thereupon at our Expence; but vi. 
were like the Miſers, who comfort them 


Tlacrd 
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rates had Reaſon to call Intempe- 
ce and Folly the inſeparable Compani- 
Wins of Riches. When I faw my ſelf Ma- 
ter of thirty thouſand Ducats, and in a 
ey perhaps to get ten times as much, I 
Miought my (elf obliged to make a Figure 
table to the Confident of the firſt Mi- 
iter. I hir'd a whole Houſe, which 1 
miſh'd handſomly. I bought the Coach 
an Eſcrivano, who had ſet it up out of 
Wſtentation, and who was endeavouring 


WW hir'd a Coachman, with three Foot- 
Wien, and, as tis juſt to promote one's old 
Jomeſticks, I advanc'd Scipio to the three- 
d Honour of being my Valet de Chams 


- Wicll'd my Pride to the Height was, that 
e Miniſter thought fit for my Men to 
ar his Livery. I loſt what Senſe I had 


| Porcius Latro, who having, by drink- 


ir Maſter, imagin'd themſelves as learn*d 
be; I was within a little of thinking my 


one of his Baſtards, which flatter'd my 
mide infinitely. - | „•5„5„ 

Beſides this, I reſolv'd to keep an open 
ble, after his Excellency's Example, 


mi = who 


þ part with it by the Advice of his Baker. 


„ Secretary, and Steward. But what 
tit, I was full as mad as the Diſciples 
g Cummin, made themſelves as pale as 


If a Relation of the Duke of Lerma s, at 
it I fancy'd I ſhou'd, paſs for ſuch, or 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ty Memory. I fill'd my Cellar with de 
licious Wines, and having laid in my ofS 


who haughtily took upon them the Qu 


had alſo his Table in the Buttery, when 
to that, I look'd upon this Waſte with th 


Hurt it did me. The Benefices and othe 


return'd from Audaluſia, and that I migh 


ſent him an anonymous Letter, wherein NR. 
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who kept open Houſe. For this Reaſon 
order'd Scipio to provide me a good Cook 
and he found me one who perhaps ya 
comparable to that of Nomentanus of dain 


ther Stores, I began to receive Company 
Every Night I had ſome of the head Clerk 
of the Miniſters Offices to ſup with me 


lity of Secretaries of State. On the othe 
hand, Scipio (for like Maſter like Man 


he entertain d his Acquaintance at my Ex 
pence. But beſides my loving the Fellow 


as he contributed to my getting ,MoneyWn 
he ſeem'd entitled to help me ſpend it. Addon 


Eyes of a young Man, I did not ſee th 


Employments continu'd, to bring Griſt i 
my Mill. I faw my, Treaſury increaf 
daily; I imagin'd that for this Time I ha 
fix d a Nail in Fortune's Wheel. 

Nothing was wanting to my Vaniti era 
but to have Fabricio a Witneſs of my ſplen 
did living. I did: not doubt but he w: 


have the Pleaſure of ſurprizing him, 


wrote him word, that a Nobleman f 


/ 
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ily who was his Friend, expected him at 
hopper. I appointed the Day, the Hour, 
nd the Place of Rendezvous, which was 
x my Houſe. Nunez came, and was ex- 
ordinarily ſurpriz'd to find that I was the 
range Nobleman, who had invited him 


wilt» Supper. Yes Friend, faid I to him, I 
n Maſter of this Houſe. I have an Equi- 
neW:2e and good Table, and what's more, a 
naMirong Box. Is it poſſible, (cry'd he out 


riskly) that 1 find you again in Opulency ? 


now glad am I that I placed you with 
en (Count Galiano / I ſaid he was a generous + 
obleman, and wou'd not be long before 


e made you eaſy in your Circumſtances. 


ey ndoubtedly (added he) you have fol- 
dfÞow'd the good Counſel I gave you, to 
think a little at the Steward. I congratu- 
thre you upon it. *Tis only by this Con- 


uit that the Comptrollers grow ſo warm 
great Houſes. . 
1 let Fabricio applaud himſelf as long as 
e pleas'd, for having recommended me 
o Count Galiano. After which, to mo- 
| 3 Joy for having procured me ſo 
ood a Poſt; I recited to him the Marks 
o Gratitude wherewith that Nobleman 
lad repaid my Services. But obſerving 
at my Poet, during this Relation, ſung 
{Recantation within himſelf, I ſaid, I for- 
zwe the ' Sicilian. his Ingratitude, Under 
Vo L. III. IL. the 
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the Roſe, I have more Reaſon to congralifon 
tulate my ſelf than complain. If the Coum ea 
had not us'd me ill, I had follow'd hi 
into Sicily, where I ſhou'd {till have ſery'l 

him in expectation of an uncertain Settle 
ment: In ſhort, I ſhou'd not have been th 
Duke of Lerma's Confident. 

Nanez was ſo much ſupriz'd at the 
laſt Words, that he remain'd ſome Mo 
ments ſpeechleſs. Then breaking Silence 
on a ſudden, Did I hear right (faid he 
What, are you intruſted with the Prin 
Miniſter's Secrets? I ſhare his Confidenc 
(reply'd I) with Don Rodriguez de Caldsii 
70u4z and according to all Appearances, 
ſhall go a great way. Indeed Signior « 
Santillana (rejoin'd he) I admire you. Youlſſter 
are capable of diſcharging all ſorts of Em 
ployments. Whar Talents! You have (tc 
uſe an Expreſſion of us Poets) you har, 
the_aniver/al Tool, that is to ſay, you art 

ood at every Thing. As for the reſt, m 
Cord, (continu'd he) I am overjoy'd a 
your Lordſhip's Proſperity. O the Devil 

(aid I, interrupting him,) Monfieur Ny 
ez, truce with your my Lord, and you 
Lordſhip ; let us baniſh thoſe Terms, an} 
live always familiarly together. You are 
in the right, (reply'd hez) I ought not tc 
look upon you with any other Eye tha 
ordinary, tho' you are become rich. Tl 

 ___  conkels 
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nſeſs my Weakneſs; I was dazzled at 


ir 
u ring of your good Fortune; but the 
uWliſt is vaniſh'd, and now I only ſee my 
rend G7] Blas. COLE 

tel Our Converſation was interrupted by 
the arrival of four or five Clerks : Gentle» 


zen (ſaid I, preſenting Nunez to them) 
ou ſhall ſup with Signior Don Fabricio, 
ho makes Verſes worthy of King * Numa, 
nd writes in Proſe, as no body writes. 
ls if] Luck wou'd have it, I ſpoke to 
erfons who valu'd Poetry ſo little, that 
he Poet ſuffer'd for it. They hardly 
rign'd to caſt their Eyes on him. Twas 
I vain for him to ſay fine Things to draw 
heir Attention, they had no Taſte for 
tem. He was ſo much piqu'd at it, that 
e took a poetical Licenſe, he got lily out 
the Company and diſappear'd. Our 
lerks did not perceive his retiring, but 
down to Table even without inquiripg 
hat was become of hin. ; 

Next Morning as I had made an end of 
eſing me, and was juſt upon going out, 
it /fturian Poet enter'd my Chamber. I 
K your Pardon Friend, (ſaid he) if I diſs 
big'd your Clerks, but to deal freely, I 


* The obſcare Verſes which the Salian Prieſts 
I in their Proce ſſiuns were campos'd by Numa. 
| 1 Was 
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was ſo much out of my Element, that 
-cou'd not ſtay. What haughty Wretche 
with their conceited ſtiff Looks! I can: 
imagine how you, who have bright Parts 
can ſuit your ſelf to ſuch dull Compan 
To- night (continu'd he) I will bring ya 
ſome of a better Taſte, You will obligWku 
me therein (reply'd I) and I truſt to you 
Judgment. You are in the right (rejoin' 
he) I promiſe you ſome of the brighter 
and moſt diverting Genius. I am going 
directly to a Chocolate-Houſe where the 
will meet in a Moment, and I will beſpeaWil 
them, for fear they ſhou'd be engag'd elſe Hum 
where; for every one {ſtrives who ſhall 
Have them to dinner or ſupper, they ue 
{o very pleaſant Companions. Peer 
Art theſe Words he left me, and at Nigh 
at Supper- time he came only accompany 
with ſix Authors, whom he preſented m 
one after another, making their reſpecti⸗ 
Encomiums. To have heard him, the 
Wits ſurpaſs'd the moſt celebrated Wii 
ters of Greece and Italy, and their Work 
(as he ſaid) deſerv'd to be written in Let 
ters of Gold. I receiv'd the Gentleme 
very politely, and even affected to ove 
whelm them with Civility, for the Natiol 
of Authors is a little vain and conceltec 
Altho' I had not order'd Scipio to tak 


care that the Table ſhould be plentiful tom 
ICT : furniih'd 
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people I was to treat, he had made an Ad- 
ition to each Courſe. 8 | 

In ſhort we ſat down to Table very 
jerry. My Poets began to extol and cry 
p themſelves. One with a haughty Air 


Quality who were raviſh'd with his Muſe. 
mother blaming the Choice that an Aca- 


mo Members, ſaid very modeſtly that 
hey ought to have choſen him. The 
Diſcourſe of the others was not leſs pre- 


brery one round began to recite a Spect- 
nen of his Writings. One repeats a 


z onnet, another a Scene of a Tragedy; 
rhird reads a Criticiſm upon a Comedy. 
my Fourth being willing in his turn to re- 


metched Spaniſh Verſe, was interrupted by 
ne of his Brethren, who tells him he has 
made uſe of an improper Term. The Au- 
thor of the Verſion will by no means agree 


cio it. Thence ariſes a Diſpute, wherein 


rl the Wits engage. They are divided in 


heir Opinions, the Diſputants grow hot, 


-iiicy fall to Invectives; as to that it was 


vlerable, but the furious Madmen riſe 
om Table and fall to boxing. Fabricio, 
| L + Scipio, 


uniſh'd, yet as he knew what ſort of 


woted the great Lords and Women ot 


my of learned Men had juſt made of 


ming. In the middle of Supper they 
Wiunn'd me with their Verſe and Proſe. 


tearſe an Ode of Anaceron, tranſlated into 


| 
i 
; 
' 
! 
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Scipio, my Coachman, Footman, and my 
ſelt had no ſmall trouble to part them; 
which aſſoon as we had done, they went 
out of my Houle as if it had been a Ta- 
vern, without making me the leaſt Excule 
for their Incivility. 
Nunez, upon whoſe Word I had pro- 
mis'd my ſelf to ſpend the Evening very 
agreeably, remain'd quite confounded at 
this Adventure: Well, (ſays I) Friend, 
will you again cry up your Gueſts? Faith 
you have brought me ſcurvy Compa- 
nions. For my Part PH keep to my 
_ Clerks, ſpeak no more to me of Authors 
No, I'll take care (reply'd he) not to in 
troduce any more, you have ſeen the molt 
xcalonable of them. 
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CHAP. X. 


oil Blas 25 entirely corrupted at Court. 
Of the Commiſſion given him by the 
Count de Lemos, and of the In- 
trigue wherein that Nobleman ana 


be engag d themſebves. 

As J was known to be the Duke of 
rs Lerma's Favourite, I ſoon had a 
number who made their Court tro me. My 
Mintichamber was every Morning crowded. 
yith Suppliants to whom I gave Audience 
t my Leyee. Theſe conſiſted of two Sorts, 
The one came to engage me to uſe my 
Intereſt for them with the Prime Miniſter, 
or which they were willing to gratify me; 
the others endeavour'd to induce me by 
their Supplications and Prayers to obtain 
what they defir'd gratis. The firſt were 

lure of being favourably heard and well 
kry'd. As for the ſecond, J either got 

nd of them immediately by Evaſions and 
bretences, or amus'd them ſo long that E 
nade them loſe their Patience. Before my 
coming to Court I was naturally Compal- 

lonate and Charitable; but when one is 

h ” > once 


— p 
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once there, one has no longer any Huma u 
nity, and I became as hard as a Flint. Con 
ſequently I was cured of my Senſibility fol Mere 
my Friends, I put off all Affection fof rn 
them. The manner of my uſing J 
Navarro in a Juncture which I am goingen 
to relate, will confirm it. 

This Navarro, to whom I was ſo muc 
oblig'd, and who (to ſay all at once) was 
the firſt Cauſe of my Fortune, came to. me 
one Day. Having expreſs'd a great deal 

of Friendſhip for me, as he was us'd tc 
do whenever he ſaw me, he begg'd me tc 
ask a certain Employment of the Duke 4 
Lerma, telling me that the Cavalier fot 
whom he ſolicited was a young Gentlema 
of great Worth and Merit, but that he 
was in need of a Poſt whereon to ſubſiſt 
I don't at all doubt, (continu'd he) but 
as I know you to be obliging and good 
humour'd, you will be glad of doing : 
Service to an honeſt Gentleman who 1 
not Rich. I am ſure you will thank mir: 
for giving you an Opportunity to exerciſe 
your generous Temper. This was tellingez 
me plainly that this Piece of Service wa 
expected for nothing. Altho' this was no 
at all to my Reliſh, I nevertheleſs ſeem'dil 
entirely diſpos'd to do what was deſir'd o 
me. I am overjoy'd (reply'd I to Navarro) 
that I am able to give you a Proof ho 

ES : muCc 
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na ruch J am ſenſible of all you have done 


nr me. *Tis enough that you make In- 
tocreſt for any one, that is ſufficient to de- 
folfcrmine me to ſerve him. Your Friend 
all have the Employment you deſire, de- 


naﬀend upon it, 'tis now no longer your Bu- 
neſs, it is mine. 1 1 
Joſeph went away very well ſatisfied up- 
n this Aſſurance. Nevertheleſs the Per- 
n he ſo much recommended had not the 
Face in queſtion. I obtain'd it for ano- 


her for a thouſand Ducats, which I put in 


toy ſtrong Box. I preferr'd this Sum to all 
L be Thanks my Clerk of the Kitchen wou'd 
01 


uve given me, and ſaid with a mortified 
Ir, when we met again, Ah my dear 
Navarro you thought of ſpeaking to me 
00 late. Calderona has prevented me, he 
us given the Employment you mention'd 
another. I am in deſpair that L have 
better News for you. 
Joſeph. believ'd me ſincerely; . and we 
ated better Friends than ever; but I fancy 
e ſoon diſcover'd the Truth, for he came 
ear me no more. I was glad of it; for, 
eldes his Services lying heavy upon me, 
thought that in the Station wherein I was-: 
Court, it was no longer proper for me- 
keep Company with Stewards. f 
The Count de Lemos has been forgotten 
good while; let us now return to him. 

| * BE © 


i 


Chap. 10; of GIL BLAS. 227 
what it is (ſaid he, interrupting me with- 
out giving me time to finiſh my Diſcourſe). 
You wou'd have an agreeable Nymph to 
divert and enliven you. In ſhort, tis a 
wonder that you have not already had one 
in the prime of your Years, when old grave 
Fellows can't be without. I admire your 
Penetration (replied I ſmiling ;) Yes Friend, 
tis a Miſtreſs I want, and 1 will have one- 
of your procuring. But I muſt tell you, 
[| am. very nice in this Point. I muſt hes 
pretty Girl, who has no jilting Tricks. 
You ask (reply'd Scipio) ſomething un- 
common; neyertheleſs, thank Heaven, we 
re in a City where there are ſome of all. 
forts, and 1 hope I ſhall ſoon find one. for 
your Purpoſe. „ 
Accordingly three Days afterwards he: 
old me. I have diſcover'd a Treaſure. 
There is a young Lady, call'd Catalina, of 
good Family, and an enchanting Beauty, 
who lives under the Government of her 
lunt, in a little Houfe where they live 
ery reputably upon their Subſtance, which 
knot conſiderable: I am acquainted with 
eir Abigail, and ſhe has juſt aſſur d me, 
at their Door, tho' not open to any one, 
my however give admittance to a Gal- 
ant who is rich and-generous,.. provided, 
or fear of Scandal, he will only. come 
Ruther at Night, and. without making any 


228 The Histrory Book? 
Noiſe. Hereupon I have deſcrib'd you 25 
a Cavalier who deſerves Admiſſion any 
where, and have begg'd Mrs. Chamber. 
maid to propoſe you to the two Ladies: 
She has promis'd me to do it, and bring me 
an Anſwer to-morrow to a Place agreed on 
between both. That is very well (reply' 
IJ) but I am afraid the Wench has. impos'd 
upon you: No, no (reply'd he) I am not 
a Man to be put upon; I have already 
enquir'd of the Neighbours, and from what 
they have told me, I conclude, that Sen- 
nora Catalina is a Danae, with whom you 
may play the Jupiter, at the Price of a 
golden Shower. © 

As much as I was prejudic'd againſt this 
kind of good Fortune, I catch'd at this; 
and as the Maid came the next Day to tell 1 
Scipio, that it ſhou'd be my own Fault if In 
was not introduced to the Ladies that 7: 
very Night, I ſlipt thither between eleven] |) 
and twelve. The Wench receiv'd me with-M g 
out any Light, and led me by the Hand in- o 
to a pretty handſome Parlour, where I t 
found the Ladies genteelly dreſs'd, and ſit· B 
ting upon Sattin Cuſhions, As ſoon as they fe 
perceiv'd me they roſe, and ſaluted me 


1 — — kc , © a> 
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with ſuch a noble Air, that I thought I fav = 
two Perſons of Quality. Tho' the Aunt, ſi 
whoſe Name was Signiora Mencia, Was ? 


{ill Beautiful, ſhe did not attract my Eyes 


"Tis 


25 
es. 
8 
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Tis true, her Niece drew all one's At- 
tention, and yet upon a ſtrict Examination, 
one might have ſaid, that ſhe was not a. 
Nonpareille z but ſhe had ſo many Charms, 
with ſuch an inviting piquant Air, that 
was impoſſible for a Man to obſerve her 


Defects. | 


| Accordingly her Sight dazzled my Sen- 
ſes: I forgot that I was come thither to 
ſolicite for another, I ſpoke for my ſelf, 
and entertain'd her with all the Paſhon of 
a Man deeply enamour'd; and the little 
Cipſey, whom I thought thrice as witty as . 
ſhe really was (ſo agreeable ſhe ſeem'd in 
my Eyes) compleated her Conqueſt by 
ber Anſwers. I began to be no longer 
Maſter of my ſelf, when the Aunt inter- 
rupted us, and ſpoke after this manner to 
moderate my Tranſports. Signior de Sau- 


I /i/lane, Jam going to explain my ſelf free- 


ly. I have given you admittance upon the 
good Character I have had of you, with- 
out attempting to. enhance the Value of 
this Favour by a great many Ceremonies. 
But don't. think. you are ever the nearer 
tor that; I have hitherto brought up my 
Niece: very. retir'd, and you are (as one 
may ſay) the firſt Cavalier who has had a 
ſight of her. If you think her worthy of 
being your Spouſe, I ſhall be overjoy'd at 
her having that Honour; conſider if yon 
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like her at that Price, you can have her a 
no other. FL 

This home Stroke fent young Capi 


Fed juſt as the Urchin was going to 


t fly an Arrow at me. To ſpeak with- 


out Metaphor, a Marriage propos'd {vl 


bluntly brought me to my ſelf, I imme- 
diately became a faithful Agent to the Count 
de Lemos, and changing my Tone, I made 
Sennora Mencia this Anſwer. Madam, I 
like your Freedom, and Pil imitate it. 
Whatever Figure I make at Court, I don't 
deſerve the incomparable Catalina; I have 
a more glorious Offer in Store for her, 1 


deſign her for the Prince of Spain. TwWas 


enough to refuſe my. Niece (reply'd the 
Aunt coolly) that Refuſal, tomy thinking, 
was ſufficiently difobliging z. there was no 
need of adding to it by your unſeaſonable 
Raillery.. I don't rally, Madam (cry'd ]) 
nothing is more ſerious: I have Orders to 
find a Perſon worthy of receiving the 
Prince of Spain, I have met her in your 
Houſe, I'fet you down in my Books. 
Signiora Mencia was very much ſurprizd 
at theſe Words, which I perceiv'd did not 
diſpleaſe her: Nevertheleſs thinking the 
ought to appear upon the Reſerve, ſhe au- 
ſwer'd me in this manner. Were I to be- 
Keve you in Earneſt, I wou'd have you 
Know that I am not a Woman to be wo 
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of the infamous Honour of ſeeing my 
Niece Miſtreſs to a Prince. My Virtue 
is ſhock'd at the Idea — You are a very 
pretty Creature (ſaid I, interrupting her) 
with your. Virtue! You talk like a fooliſh 
Cit. What do you. banter, to look upon 
theſe Things in a moral Light. *Tis de- 
priving them of all their Beauty. One mult. 
riew them with a favourable Eye; think 
you ſee the Heir of the Crown at the Feet 
of the fortunate Catalina: Reprefent him 
o your {elf adoring her, and loading her 
with. Preſents z.. and. imagine, that perhaps 
ſhe may bring forth a Hero who may im- 
4 2 both his own Name and his Mo- 

. ks | 
Tho? the Aunt defir'd no better than to 
accept my Propoſal, ſhe pretended not to- 
know upon what to reſolve; and Cata- 
ina, who would even then have been glad 
to have been ſure of the Prince of Spain, 
fected to be very indifferent; which made 
ne begin afreſh to lay ſiege to the Fort, 
all, at laft, the Aunt finding me diſcou- 
g' d, and ready to riſe from before the 
Town, beat a Parley, and we drew up a. 
Lipitulation, which contain'd.the follows. 
ng Articles. Oe NE WITS 

Firſt,. That if the Prince of Spain took. 
ire, upon the Report that ſhould be made 
kim. of Catalina, and ſhou'd reſolve to = = 
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fit her by Night, I ſhou'd take care to in 
form the Ladies, as alſo of the Time ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe. 

Secondly, That the Prince ſhou'd not be 
introduced thither but as an ordinary Ga- 
lant, and that only attended by me and his 

head Miniſter of Pleaſure. 5 

After this Agreement, the Aunt and 

Niece ſhew'd me all the Kindneſs ima- 
ginable, and even aſſumed a familiar Air, 

by which being encourag'd, I ventur'd to 

claſp them in my Arms, which was not 
very ill receiv'd; and as we were parting, 

they embrac'd me of themſelves with all 

the Fondneſs in the World. Tis won- 
derful to ſee how eaſily your Procurers, 

and the Nymphs who want them, become 
acquainted. One wou'd have ſworn, to Wi 

| ſee me go away in ſuch Fayour, that I had MT 
been happier than I was.  - 

The Count de. Lemos was overjoy'd, “ 

when I-told him I had made ſuch a Diſco- W"* 

very as would charm him. I gave him. Ws": 

ſuch a Character of Catalina, as made him 
deſirous to fee her: upon which I car- n 

ry'd him the next Night, and he own'd I 

had made an excellent Choice. He told 

the Ladies that he did not in the leaſt doubt Nic 

| hut the Prince of Spain would be very well vil 
| © Mrtisfy'd with the Miſtreſs I had pitch'dup- {W*: 
| on, and. that on the other hand, ſhe * 
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have Reaſon to be pleas'd with her Lover: 
That the young Prince was Generous, and 

of an exquiſite ſweet Temper; in ſhort, he 
« M:fur'd them, that in a few Days they wou'd 
- Woring him juſt as they deſir'd, that is to ſay, 
is Nvithout any Noiſe orRetinue. Hereupon the 

Nobleman took his Leave of them, and I 
d Mvichdrew with him to his Equipage where- 
-In we both came, and which waited for us 
r, Wit the End of the Street. After this he ſet 
o Moc down at my Houſe, charging me to in- 
t Worm his Uncle the next Morning of this 
„beginning of our Adventure, and to beg 


1- Miſtoles to put the finiſhing Stroke to it. 
„ MW 141d not fail going the next Day to give 
je the Duke of Lerma an exact Account of 
a al that had paſs'd. I conceal'd but one 
d Irhing, I did not mention a Word of S:;- 
; I pretended my ſelf to be the Diſco- 


1, erer of Catalina; for one aſſumes the Ho- 
= {Woour of every Thing to one's ſelf amongſt 
m. great Men. "TY ay 1 
n By this I drew ſome Compliments upon 


my ſelf. Mr. Gil Blas, (ſays the Mini- 
ter, with a rallying Air) I am overjoy'd, 
that to all your other Talents, you have 
lo that of hunting out Beauties who are 
Filing to oblige; when I want one, be 
pleas'd to allow me to addreſs my ſelf to 
Ju. My Lord (anſwer'd I, in the ſame 

TO | Tone) 


bim, in his Name, to ſend him a thouſand 
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Prince of Spain made to Catalina. WV 
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Tone) I thank you for the Preference; Nu 
but ſuffer me to tell you, that I hou'd make 
a Scruple of procuring your Excellency Mi; 
theſe ſorts of Pleaſures. Signior Don Ri-. 
driguez has ſo long been in Poſſeſſion of tha 
Employment, that it would be an Injuſtice Wii; 
to ſupplant him. The Duke ſmil'd at this} 
Anſwer; then changing the Diſcourſe Wt: 


| he ask'd if his Nephew did not wan: 


Money for this Expedition. Pardon met» 
(ſaid I) he begs 272 to ſend him a thou-Nut 
Nell then (reply'd the Mi- n 
niſter) you have nothing to Je but to car · Ni 
ry them; bid him not ſpare them, but hu · M 
mour the Prince in all the Expences hep 
pleaſes to deſire. OG 75 
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CHAP. XII. 
Of the fecret Viſit and Preſents the in 


Went that very Hour to carry five hun- er 


1 dred double Piſtoles to the Count de Le- No 


mos. You cou'd not have come more à pri- 
pos, ſaid that Nobleman. I have ſpoken to 
the Prince, he has bit at the Hook, un 

RR, | urns 
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burns with impatience to ſee Catalina. He 


n order to go thither. Tis a Thing re- 
ſoly'd on. We have already taken our 
Meaſures for that purpoſe. Inform the La- 
dies of it, and carry them the Money you 
have brought me; *tis good to ſhew them 
that they are to receive no ordinary Lover 


to precede his Gallantries. As you are to 


u-Witend him with me, be ſure to be to-night 
i Wit his Couchee; beſides, I think it proper 


to uſe your Coach, ler it wait for us at 
Midnight near the Palace. 


d not ſee Catalina; they ſaid ſhe was gone 
olic down, I ſpoke only to Sennora Men- 
ia, Madam (ſaid I) I beg: you would ex- 
cule my appearing at your Houſe in the 
Day, but I could not help it; I muſt in- 
form you that the Prince of Spain will be 
here to-night; and here (continu'd I, put- 
ing into her Hands a Bag wherein was the 
Money) here is an Offering which he ſends. 
tb the Temple of Venus to render the God- 
leſs propitious. You ſee I have not en- 


he 


n- Nzeged you in an ill Affair. I'm oblig'd to 
. Jou, (reply'd ſhe) but tell me Signior de 


hantillane, does the Prince love Muſick? 


arms him more than a fine Voice, ac- 


will ſteal out of his Palace this very Night 


beſides, a Prince's Favours ought always 


0 — 
2 » . 
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went immediately to the Ladies, but 


0 yes (rejoin'd I) to Diſtraction, nothing 


com pany'd. | 
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company'd with a Lute finely touch'd. 80 
much the better, (cry'd:ſhe, tranſported 
with Joy) you rejoice me in ſo ſaying, 
for my Niece ſings like a Nightingale, and 
touches a Lute to Perfection. She even 
dances exquiſitely. Good God, (cry'd [ 
in my Turn) theſe are a great many Ac- 
compliſhments, Aunt! A Woman need not 
have ſo many to make her Fortune; one 
of theſe Talents is ſufficient for us. 
M/,⸗atters being thus prepar'd, I waited War 
the Hour of the Prince's Couchee; which 
being come, I gave my Coachman his In- Ws 
ſtructions, and rejoin'd the Count de Le- 
mos, who told me that the Prince wou'd Wtc 
feign a ſlight Indiſpoſition to get the ſoon- d 
er rid of all Company, and that he wou'd Yo 
even go to Bed, to perſwade them the bet- Wo! 
ter that he was ſick; but that he would Mag 
riſe again in an Hour, and wou'd come by Win 
a private Door down the Back- ſtairs that I th 
led into the Court- yard. . 
_ Having thus inſtructed me in what hadi n 
been concerted between them, he poſted I in 
me in a Place by which he aſſur'd me they N 
muſt paſs. I danc'd Attendance ſo long, in 
that I began to think our Gallant had ta-MWnm 
ken another way, or had loft the Deſire of v. 
ſeeing Catalina; as if Princes did not re- 
tain {ſuch Fancies till they had ſarisfy'd 
them, In ſhort, I imagin'd they had for- 
g gotten 
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ootten me, when I was accoſted by two 
Men, whom finding to be thoſe I wanted, 
conducted them to my Coach, wherein 
they both got. As for me, I fat by the 


Coachman to ſerve him for a Guide, and 


made him ſtop about fifty Paces from the 
Ladies. I gave my Hand to the Prince and 
his Companion, to help them down, after 
which we walk'd to the defir'd Houſe, the 
Door whereof open'd at our Approach, 
and was ſhut as ſoon as we were got in. 
We were at firſt in the ſame Darkneſs 
15 | was the firſt Time, tho' to make ſome 
Diſtinction, they had faſten'd a little Lam 
to the Wall, but the Light it caſt was ſo 
dull, that we cou'd only perceive it, with- 
out having any Benefit from it. All this 
only ſerv'd to render the Adventure more 
zpreeable to our Hero, who was deeply 
ſmitten at the Sight of the Ladies, when 
they receiv'd him in a Parlour illumina- 
ted with a vaſt number of Tapers, which 
made amends for the Darkneſs that reign'd 
in the Court-yard. The Aunt and the 
Niece were in a gallant Di/habille, where- 
in there was ſuch a Mixture of Coquetry as 
made it not ſafe to ſee them. Our Prince 
you'd have been very well contented with 
the Sennora Mencia, if he had not had 
Choice, but the Charms of the young Ca- 
. . talina 
N 


238 The HISTORY Book! 
talina carry d the Day, as in Reaſon thei 
ought. 5 „„ 
Well, my Prince (ſaid the Count 4 
Lemos) could we have procur'd you the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing two handſomer Perſons? 
I think them both raviſhing (reply'd the 
Prince) and I ſhould be very ſure not te 
carry my Heart back again, ſince it cou 
not eſcape the Aunt, if the Nizce cou'd 
poſſibly fail of the Conqueſt. | 
After a Compliment to gracious for the 
Aunt, he ſaid a thouſand ſoft Things to 
Catalina, who anſwer'd him with a great. 
deal of Wit. As ſuch honeſt Fellows, as 
act the Part I did, are allow'd to join in 
Converſation with the Lovers, provided 
*tis to add Fuel to the Fire, I told t 
Gallant that his Nymph ſung and plaid on 
the Lute to Perfection. He was charm'd at 
hearing ſhe had theſe Talents, and preſs de 
her to give him a Specimen. She yielded 
gracefully to his Intreaties, and taking 4 
Lute ready tun'd, play'd ſome tender Airs, 
and ſung after ſuch a moving manner, that) 
the Prince fell at her Feet quite tranſported 
with Love and Pleaſure. But let us draw 
the Curtain over this Picture. I ſhall only lat 
add, that the Heir to the Crown of Spange 
was plung'd-in ſuch a ſoft bewitching Ec-id 
ſtaſy, that Hours ſeem'd as Moments, and 
we were oblig'd to force him from this 
. dangerous 
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ungerous Houſe, becauſe of the approach 
of Day. The Gentlemen - Undertakers 
arry'd him quickly back to the Palace, 
nd left him in his Apartment. They went 
fterwards to their own Lodgings, as well 
atified with having fitted him with a 
lt, as if they had concluded his Marriage 
jith a Princeſs. 

Next Morning I acquainted the Duke 
f Lerma with this Adventure, for he 
mou'd be inform'd of all; and as I was 
niſhing the Recital, the Count de Lemos 
ame in, and told us: The Prince of Spain 
; ſo much charm'd with Catalina, and 
us taken ſuch a Fancy to her, that he pro- 
ples to viſit her often, and keep to her. 
e would have ſent her two thouſand 
iſtoles worth of Jewels, but he has not 
de Money. He has addreſs'd himſelf to 
ge: Dear Lemos (ſaid he) you muſt pro- 
ie me that Sum immediately. I know 
try well that I put you to an Inconveni- 
re, and drain you; accordingly I eſteem 
y ſelf very much oblig'd to you; and if 
er Jam in a Capacity to acknowledge 
ly other way than by my Affection, all 
at you have done for me, you ſhall not 
rent your having oblig'd me. My Prince 
ad I) I have Friends and Credit, I will 
ich you what you defire. = Sk f 

e 41418 
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TDis not hard to ſatisfy him (ſaid the 
Duke to his Nephew) Santillane ſhall bringe 
you the Money; or, if you will, he ſhall 
himſelf buy the Jewels, for he is a perfealMc: 
Judge of them, eſpecially of Rubies. IM: 
not this true, G Blas (continu'd he, look 
ing at me with a malicious Smile?) How? 
ill-natur'd are you, my Lord, (reply'd 1!)t 
1 fee you have a mind to make the Count 
merry at my Expence. It was juſt ſo. Thdlff:, 
Nephew ask'd what Myſtery was therein 
Nothing, (reply'd the Miniſter laughing: 
Only Santillane thought fit one Day te 
change a Diamond for a Ruby, and thi 
Exchange prov'd neither to his Honour not 
—ͤ . 1 
I had been too happy, if the Miniſter had 
ſaid no more, but he took the pains to re 
late the Trick which Camilla and Don Ra 
phael had play'd me in a ready-furniſh' 
Lodging, and to enlarge particularly upot 
the moſt diſagreeable Circumſtances. Hi 
Excellency having diverted himſelf ſuffic 
ently, order'd me to attend the Count 4 
Lemos, who carry'd me to a Jewellers 
where we choſe the precious Stones, which 
wie went to ſhew the Prince; after which 
they were intruſted with me to carry the 
to Catalina. This done, I went to m. 
Ae to fetch two thouſand Piſtoles 0 
the Duke's Money to pay the Jeweller. 


Tig 


4 
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'Tis needleſs to ask whether I was re- 
ceiyed graciouſly next Night when I pro- 
duced the Preſents of my Embaſſy, which 
conſiſted of a fine Ring for the Aunt, and 
1 pair of Pendants for the Niece. Being 
both charm'd with theſe Marks of the 
Prince's Love and Generoſity, they began 
to talk like a couple of Parrots, and to 
thank me for having procur'd them ſuch 
good Acquaintance. They forgot them- 
elyes in the exceſs of their Joy, and let 
fall ſome Words which made me ſuſpect 
that I had helped our great Monarch's Son 
to a Cheat. That I might be aſſur'd whe- 
ther I had perform'd this fine Maſter- piece, 
[ withdrew with a Deſign to come to an 
Eclairciſſement with Scipio. 
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CHAP. XII. 


6 
\ 
Tho Catalina was. The Perplexity fi, 
Sil Blas, His Diſquiet, and what 5 
Precaution he was oblig d to take 10 
 compaſe his Mind, © l 


A117 HEN I got Home, I heard a great 

| Noiſe, and upon asking the Cauſe, 7 
was told that *twas Scipio, who that Night fg 
was entertaining half a dozen Friends at 
Supper. They ſung as if they would rend g 
their Throats, and broke out into ſuch Wl x. 
long Fits of Laughter, that I am well; 
aſſur' d this was none of the Banquers of ;. 


the ſeven wiſe Men. oj Fr = 
The Maſter of the Feaſt being inform'd I y. 
of my Arrival, ſaid to his Company: Gen- N n 
tlemen, *'tis nothing, only my Patron is 2 
come home. Don't let that conſtrain you. W ne 
Be merry ſtill; I will but ſpeak two Words N pe 
to him, and return to you in a moment. At 10 
theſe Words he came to me: What a 
noiſe is there (ſaid I?) What ſort of People 
are you treating below? Are they Poets! 
No indeed (reply*d he) *twou'd be a pity 
to throw away your Wine upon ſuch Fel- 
Jows. I make a better Uſe of it. I have 
| among 
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among my Gueſts a young Man who is 
rery rich, and deſires your Intereſt to 
get him an Employment, for which he 
will pay you. The Entertainment is for 
um; every Glaſs he drinks J increaſe the 
i Preſent he is to make you ten Piſtoles, and 
% n keep him to it till Day. O! upon 
thar footing (ſays T get you gone to your 
Company, and don't ſpare my Wine. 
I did not think it at all ſeaſonable to 
mention any thing to him then of Cazalina 
but next. FF Ss, when I roſe, I fpoke to 

it him thus: Friend Scipio, you know after 
1 what manner we live together: I rather 
e. you like a Companion than a Home- 
tek; for which Reaſon you wou'd be in 
the wrong to cheat me as a Maſter : There- 
ot fore let us have no Secrets between us: I 
{Yi going to inform you of a Thing that 
will ſurprize you; and you, on the other 
„land, ſhall tell me what you think of the 
, two Women with whom you have brought 


ED 2 : 


— 


. Ine acquainted. Under the Roſe, 1 ſu- 


e beet them to be two Sharpers, and by to 
nuch the more Cunning, as they affect ſo 
nuch Simplicity. If 1 do them Juſtice, 
the Prince of Spain has no great Caule to 
commend me, for I own *twas for him I 
kd you for a Miſtreſs. 1 have carry'd 

tim to Catalina, and he is fallen in Love 

vith her. Sir (reply'd Scipio) you uſe me 
| | LE + co. tos 


: ICE ] g — 5 wm . — = 
— — r — a - — 
— —Ua— —ͤ — q — I 2 CA ̃ %ͤ kb — — SC INI 
Us * : CESS DW OO A IR 3 Þ — . Dn IE OS nord 4 - — — — —— 
— = — — — — = = —— —— ——— -1 
= I - & 3 3 — > — — — — 
— — A, — - — 


3= 


-_ > 
\ "= 2 . CE _ = — : : 2 = 
N Y l 8 „ —— —— WE. <2: r — Fe 4 — 
r — Af \ Su 8 — = — : _ a > - — * 
= \ on BY — . — — K — S * 88 — = — _ 
_ a b - - = e 


—— — ůU—— — — — 
r 
— 
. 
. 


244 The HISTORY Bock .. 


too well for me to be inſincere with you. 
I had yeſterday a private Converſation with 
theſe two Heroines Waiting- woman, who 
told me their Hiſtory, which ſeem'd to 
me diverting. I will relate it to you ſuc- 
cinctly. ry F 

Catalina (continu'd he) is Daughter to 
a little Arragonian Gentleman; being leſt 
at fifteen an Orphan as poor as ſhe is 
pretty, ſhe gave ear to an old Comman- 
der, who conducted her to Toledo, where 
he dy'd in fix Months, after having rather 
liv'd with her like a Father than a Hus- 
band. She gather'd together her Inheri- 
rance, which conſiſted of ſome Clothes, 
and three hundred Piſtoles in ready Money 
after which ſhe enter'd into a League with 
Sennora Mencia, who was ſtill paſſable, 
tho? upon the Decline, Theſe two good 
Friends liv'd together, and began to keep 


ſuch a Houſe that the Officers of Juſtice 


wou'd have taken Cogniſance of it. This 
diſpleas'd our two Adventurers, fo that 
out of Spite they quitted Toledo very ab- 
ruptly, and came to ſettle at Madrid, where 
they have liv'd for about two Years with: 
out viſiting any Lady in the Neighbour- 


hood. But hear the beſt of it; they have 


hired two little Houſes, ſeparated only by 
a Wall; one may go from one to t'other 


by a Staircaſe that has a Communication 


with 
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with both in the Cellars. Sennora Mencia” 
lives in the one with a young Chamber-- 
maid, and the Commander's Dowager 
has the other with an old Duegna whom: 
ſhe makes paſs for her Grand-mother. So- 
that our Arragonian is ſometimes a Niece 
brought up by her Aunt, and ſometimes 
an Orphan educated under the Wing of 
her Grand-mother. When ſhe acts the 
Part of the Niece, ſhe is called Catalina; 
and when ſhe paſſes for the Grand- child, 
ſhe is nam'd Sirena. 1 

At the Name of Sirena, I interrupted- 
Scipio, and turn'd pale. What is it you- 
tell me, (ſaid 1?) Alas! IJ am afraid this 
curs'd Arragonian is Calderona's Miſtreſs, 
Yes indeed (reply'd he) *tis the very ſame. 
thought you would rejoice at hearing 
this News. You don't think what you 
ay (anſwer'd I;) 'tis more likely to cauſe 
ne Trouble than Joy: Don't you ſee the 
Conſequence? No, faith (rejoin'd Scipio) 
what Misfortune can happen? Don Ro- 
drigueZ is not ſure of diſcovering what 
paſſes; and if you are afraid he thou'd, you 
have nothing to do but to prepoſſeſs the 
Miniſter againſt him. Acquaint him with 
the whole Affair ſincerely; he will ſee 
your Honeſty; and it Calderona ſhou'd 
Iatempt after that to do you ill Offices 
With his Excellency, he will find that he. 
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only endeayours to hurt you out of a Spi- 


rit of Revenge. 
Scipio, by this Diſcourſe, baniſh'd all 
my Fear. I follow'd his Counſel, and 


inform'd the Duke of Lerma of this fatal | 


Diſcovery. I even affected to put on a 
melancholy Air in giving him this Account, 
to perſwade him that | was extremely mor- 
tity'd at having innocently procur'd the 
Miſtreſs of Don Rodriguez for the Prince; 


bur the Miniſter, far from pitying his Fa- 
vourite, did but make a Jeſt on't. After 


this, he bid me go on my own way, and 
_ ſaid that after all *twas a Glory for Calas. 
rond to love the ſame Lady as the Prince 


Of. Fpain, and be, no worſe treated than 
him. TI alſo related the Caſe to the Count 


e Lemos, | who aſſured me of his Pro- 


tection, if the firft Secretary ſhou'd hap, 
pen to find ,out the Intrigue, and attempt. 


to undermine me in the Duke's Fayour. 


| Thinking by this management that I had. 


deliver'd my Bark from Shipwreck, I no 
longer ſear'd any Thing; I again attended 
the Prince to Catalina, alias the handſome 
Sirena's, who had Art enough to find Ex- 
cuſes to keep Don Rodriguez at a Diſtance, 
and rob him of thoſe Nights ſhe was ob; 
1gcd to give to his illuſtrious Rival. 


CHAP, 
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Gil Blas continues to alt the Lord. He 
hears News of his Family, What 
Impreſſion it makes upon him. He 
quarrels with Fabricio. | 


| Have already ſaid that my Anti-chamber: 
was crowded with Perſons who came 
to make me Propofals- But | wou'd not 
receive-them by Word of Mouth; but 
ſollowing the Cuſtom of the Court, or 
nther to make my ſelf ſeem a Man of Im- 
portance, I ſaid to each Petitioner, give 
ne a Memorial in Writing. I was ſo us'd 
to this, that I repeated one Day the ſame 
to my Landlord, who came to tell me 
that I ow*'d him a Year's Rent. As for 
ny Butcher and my Baker they ſpar'd me 
the Pains, they were ſo exact in bringing 
in their Bills every Month. Scipio (who: 
pd me ſo well, that one might have ſaid 
that the Copy equal'd the Original) us'd 
erſons in the ſame manner who addreſs'd 
tiemſelves to him, to deſire him to engage 
ne to ſerve them. 1 
[ had yet another ridiculous Cuſtom, for 
rhich I don't pretend to excuſe my ſelf; 
M4 I. 
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Twas Fool enough to ſpeak of the greateſt H 
Nobleman as if I had been one of their Rank, Nin 
For Inſtance, if I had Occaſion to Name the 
Duke d' Oſſuna, the Duke d' Alba, or the Hof 
Duke de Medina Sidonia, I ſaid without MC, 
Ceremony a' Alba, d' Oſuna, and Medina Si-Whi 
donia. In ſhort, I was become ſo proud and Neo 
ſo vain, that I had forgot my Father and Mo- In 
ther. Alas poor Duegna, and poor Gentleman of 
of the Horſe, I never enquir'd whether you Wye 
liv'd happily or miſerably in-4/aria / I did MRi 
not ſo much as think of you. The Court pp 
has the Virtue of the River Lethe, it makes Wny 
us forget both our Parents and Friends 201 
when they are in a low Condition. 1 
I thought then no more of my Family, Nack 
when a young Fellow came to me one 
Morning, who ſaid that he wanted to ſpeak 
to me one word in private. I carry'd 
him into my Cloſet, and without offering 
him a Chair, becauſe he ſeem'd of com- 
mon Rank, 1 ask'd what he would have 
with me. Signior Gi Blas, (ſaid he) what, 
don't you recolle& me? ?*T'was in vain for 
me to obſerve him attentively, I was o- 
blig'd to tell him that his Features were ut- 
terly unknown to me. I am (reply'd he) 
one of your Countrymen, born even at 


Grocer who lives near your Uncle the 
Canon. I remember you very well, wc 
A haye 
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have both of us play'd together a thouſand 


times at the * Gallina-Ciega. 
I have but a confus'd Idea (anſwer'd I 


of the Amuſements of my Infancy; the 


Cares that have ſince taken up my Time 


have baniſh'd them my Memory. I am 


come to Madrid (laid he) to reckon with 
ny Father's Correſpondent; . I heard talk 
of you; and was inform'd that you was 
yell ſettled at Court, and already as 
Rich as a Jew.” I congratulate you there- 


upon, and ſhall overjoy your Family, at 


ny Return, by acquainting them with ſuch - 


wreeable News. Pte | 

I ͤcou'd not handſomely diſpenſe with 
&king in what Condition he had left my 
Father, Mother, and Uncle; bur I ac- 
quitted my ſelf ſo coolly, that I gave the 
Grocer no Reaſon to admire the Force of 
Nature. He ſeem'd ſhock'd at the Indit- 
krence which I ſhow'd for Peiſons who 


oght to have been fo dear to me; and as 
he was A downright clownith-. £20, * 
thought, (ſaid he bluntly) you had more 
Tenderneſs and Affection for your Rela- 
tons. With what a cool Air do you en- 

quire after them? Know that your Father 


— 


and Mother are ſtill in Service, and that 


1 n 


2 


L Blind man's Buff. 
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the good Canon Gil Peres is going. to his, 
Grave loaden with Years and Infirmities. 


One muſt have natural Affection; and 


ſince you are in a Condition. to, do ſervice; 
to your Parents, I adviſe you as a Friend 


to ſend them every Year two hundred Pi- 


ſtoles. You will make their Lives eaſy. 


and happy by this Supply; without incom- 

moding your ſelf. _— | 
Inſtead of being moy'd at the Deſcrip- 

tion he gave of my Family, I was only 


offended with the Liberty he took to ad- 


viſe me without my deſiring it. Perhaps 


he might have perſwaded me with more 
Addreisz but he only incens'd my Dy his 


Freedom. He perceiv'd it by my ſullen 
Silence, and continuing his Exhortations 


more out of Malice than Charity, I grew 


_ impatient. O! 'tis too much (reply'd I, 

in a Paſſion.) Go Mr. Muſcada, meddle 
only with what concerns, you. *Tis very 
fit for you to inſtruct me in my Duty. I 
know better than you what I have to do 


en this Occaſion. Having finiſh'd theſe 
Words, I thruſt. the Grocer out of my 


Cloſet, and ſent him back to Oviedo to ſell 


Pepper and Cloves. 
owever what he had ſaid to me made 
an Impreſſion upon my Mind; and re- 
proaching my ſelf for being an unnatural 
Son, I began to relent. I call'd to re- 
N mmembrance 
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i Nnembrance the Care they had taken of me 
s. Wind of my Education in my Infancy. 1 
d Nrpreſented to my ſelf what I ow'd to my 
e parents; and my Reflexions were attend- 
d Ned with ſome grateful Tranſports, which 
i- Wicverthelefs ended in nothing. My Ingra-- 
y itude quickly ſtifled them, and they were 
- Wiicceeded by a profound Oblivion. There 


are many Fathers who have Children of the 

ame Stamp. | | 
My "Temper was entirely changed by 
the Avarice and Ambition which poſſeſs'd: 
ne. I loſt all my Gaiety. I became- 
thoughtful.” and melancholy; in a word, 
is Man Afs. Fabricio ſeeing. me entirely taken 
up with the Care of ſacrificing all to For- 
tune, and very much.diſengaged from the 
Friendſhip I had for him, very ſeldom 
troubled me with his Company. He cou'd 
not even forbear telling me ſo one Day: In 
girth, Gi] Blat, you are no more the ſame: 
Man. Your Mind was always caſy before- 
jou came to Court; now you are in a conti- 
mal Hurry. You form Project upon Pro- 
ect to enrich your ſelf, . and the more Mo- 
bey you get, the more you covet. Be- 
des this, ſhall I' ſpeak it to you? You: 
have no longer that open Heart, that free 
Behaviour wherein the Charms of Friend 
ſkip conſiſt: On the contrary, you are re 
kry'd, and hid from me. the inward Re- 
Hy ceſſess 
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ceſſes of your Soul. I even obſerve that 
your Civilities are conſtrain'd. In ſhort, 
Gil Blas is no more the ſame Gil Blas who 
Vas my Acquaintance. - 5 

Without doubt you jeſt (replied J, with 
a cool Air;) I don't perceive any Altera- 
tion in my ſelf. Tis not by your own 
Eyes (ſaid he) that you muſt be judg'd; 
they have a Milt before them. Believe me, 
the Metamorphoſis 1s but too real. Speak 
to me ſincerely Friend, do we converſe 
together as formerly? When I us'd to 
knock at your Door in a Morning, you 
wou'd come and open it your ſelf, often- 
times half aſleep, and Ienter'd without Ce- 
remony. But what a Difference to Day! 
you have Footmen; and I muſt wait in 
the Anti-chamber till my Name is carried 
in, After all this, how do you receive 
me? With a frozen Complaiſance, as if 
you was a Lord. One wou'd think that 


my Viſits began to grow troubleſome ; and 
do you think that ſuch a Reception can be 


agreeable to a Man who has known you 
his Companion? No, Santillana, no. Tis 
by no means ſuitable to my Humour; fare- 
well; let us part Friends; let us both rid 
our ſelves, the one of a Cenſor of his 
Action, and the other of an Upſtart who 

iets himlell ; g 
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[ was more incens'd than movꝰd at his Re- 
roaches; and ſuffer'd him to go, with- 
out the leaſt attempt to ſtay him. In the 
Condition I was then in, the F riendſhip of 
Poet did not ſeem to me ſo valuable, as 
that I ſhou'd afflièt my ſelf for the loſs of 
it. I found the means hs comfort my ſelf, 
in the Converſation of ſome of the King's 
Under- Officers, with whom a Conformity 
of Temper had within a little while united 
me ſtrictly. Theſe new Acquaintance were 
Men, moſt part of whom came from God 
knows where, and whoſe lucky Stars had 
advanced them to their Poſts. They all 
liv'd alread y at their Eaſe, and telt 
cribing the Favours the King 
heap'd on them only to their own Merit, 
had 8 ge themſelves as much as IJ. We 
imagin'd our ſelves Perſons of great Con- 
ſequence. O Fortune! thus do you moſt 
commonly diſpenſe your Favours. The 
dtoic Epictetus was in the right in com- 
paring you to a young Lady of Quality 
hat * her ſelf to her Footmen. 
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Scipio u have ne marry, and Nu 
Prapaſos to him the Daughter of a Ilir 
famous rich Goldſmith: What Steps" 

dere taken accoraingly. 01 

— Ce 

GY NE Night, the Company be- be. 


ing gone that Supp'd with me, Wio 


V Jo and being alone with Scipio. I Win 
e aj ask'd what he had been doing Win 
| 22? that Day. A Maſfter-piece, MW! 
ee he) Lam going to — you. 1 Wi! 

am: 


Chap. 1. of GIL BLAS. 255 


m procuring you the only Daughter of a 
Goldſmith; of my Acquaintance. 

A Goldſmith's Daughter! (cry'd I, with- 
;ſcornful Air;) have you loſt your Senſes? 
(an you. propoſe me a Citizen? Methinks, 
when one has ſome Merit, and is upon a. 
certain Footing at Court, one ought to 
haye more elevated Views. Ah, Sir, 
n{wer'd Seipio, don't take it after that 
nanner. Remember that 'tis the Man who 
nobles a Family, and be not more nice 
than a thouſand Lords whom I cou'd name 
o you. Know that the Heireſs in queſtion. 
b worth a hundred; thouſand, Ducats. Is. 
tot that a fine Piece of Goldſmith's Ware? 
When J heard talk of ſuch a vaſt Sum, I 
became more tractable. I ſubmit (ſays I, 
o my Secretary / the Portion determines.. 
ne. When ſhall I receive it? Softly, Sir, 
teply'd he) a little Patience. I muſt firſt; 
break the Matter to the Father, and diſpoſe 
bim to approve of it. Very fine, (cry'd: 
|, burſting. out a laughing) is that to be 
lone yet? Here's a Marriage finely advan- 
ted. More than you think for (re join'd 
te.) I deſire but one Hour's Converſa- 
tion with the Goldſmith, and I'll anſwer 
for his Conſent. But before we proceed 
my further, let us come to a Compoſition, 
you pleaſe. Suppoſe I procure you. 
hundred. thouſand Ducats, how * 

; will. 


| 
Fx 
| 


Will fall to my ſhare? Twenty thouſand re- 
ply'd I. Heav'n be prais'd, (ſaid he!) | 


Propoſal I made of accepting you for his 


charming Creature. By good Fortune you- 


marrying. As for Beauty. we look for that 
in our Neighbours Wives; and if by WW « 
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had confin'd your Acknowledgement to 
ten thouſand. You are more generous by 
half than me. Come on, I'Il enter upon 
this Negotiation to-morrow, and you may 
depend upon it I ſhall ſucceed, or fay 1 
am an Aſs. 3 „ 

Accordingly, two Days afterwards he 
ſaid to me: I have ſpoken to Signior Ga- 
briel Salero; for ſo was my Goldſmith 
call'd. I have extolPd your Merit and In- 
tereſt ſo much, that he gave Ear to the 


Son-in-law. You are to have his Daughter Ms 
with a hundred thouſand Ducats, provided 
you let him plainly. ſee that you are in 
the Miniſter's Favour. If 'tis fo, (ſaid I 


then to Scipio) I ſhall ſoon be married. 


But to the Matter in hand, have you ſeen 
the Daughter? Is ſhe handſome? Not fo 

agreeable as her Portion (anſwer'd he.) II 
Under the Roſe, this rich Heireſs is no very 


don't value that. Faith, no Boy (reply'd1.) 
We Courtiers marry. only for- the Sake of 


chance our own ſhou'd happen to be hand- did 
ſome, we mind them ſo little, that they do 


us but Juſtice if they puniſh us for it. Cre 


This 
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This is not all, rejoin'd Scipio: Signior 
Gabriel invites you to Supper to-night, 
but *tis agreed beforehand, that not a Word 
s to be ſaid of Marriage. There are alſo 
to be ſeveral Merchants his Friends, where 
you will be only as a ſimple Gueſt, and 
to-morrow he. will come and ſup with 
you after the ſame manner. You ſee by 
this, that he is a Man who will ſtudy 
jour Temper before he proceeds any far- 
ther. Twill be proper for you to be a 
little upon your Guard before him. O 
Gadzooks (interrupted I with an Air of 
Confidence) let him examine me as much 
Is he pleaſes, I can loſe nothing by this 

W 5 209 1 
This was punctually executed. I was 
conducted to the Goldſmith's, who re- 
Keiv'd me as familiarly as if we had ſeen 
ach other already ſeveral times. Twas 
a good Citizen, who was (as we ſay) po- 
ite even #0 be fatiguing. He preſented me 
to Sennorn Eugenia his Wife, and young Ga- 
riela his Daughter. I made them a num- 
ber of Compliments, without contravening 
the Treaty. I ſaid a great many fine No- 
lbings; the right Phraſes of a Courtier. 
Gabriela, no diſpraiſe to my Secretary, 
ud not ſeem diſagreeable to me; whether 
twas becauſe the was extraordinarily 
aels'd, or becauſe my Eyes were —_— 
3 1 wit 
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_ Wherever one turn'd one's Eyes, this 


This produced the defir'd Effect; the Gold- 
ſmith, dazzled with their grand Idea's, W' 
thought himſelf,” in ſpite of all his Riches, WV 
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with her Fortune: Signior Gabriel's is a 
pretty ſort: of a Houſe; I believe there is 
more Silver than in the Mines of Peru. 


Metal ſtruck one's Sight under different 
Forms. Every Room, and particularly 
that! where we were, was a Treaſure. Nya 
What a fine Show was that for a Son : in · N o 
law! Signior Gabriel, that he might do 
mare Honour to his Entertainment, had 
provided five or ſix Merchants, all tire- 


ſome grave Perſons. They talk'd only ofa 


Commerce; and one might have ſaid, that 
their Converſation was rather a Conference 
of Fraders than the Converſation of Friends 
invited to Supper. „ 

IJ entertain'd the Goldſmith in my turn co! 
the next Evening. Not being able to dazzle 
him with my Plate, I had recourſe to 2 
nother Illuſion. I invited ſuch. of my n 
Friends to Supper, as made the beſt Figure 
at Court, and whom I knew to be ſo Am- 
bitious, as to ſet no Bounds to their De- 
fires. Theſe: Gentlemen talk'd only of ot 
their future Grandeur, and of the great 
and ſplendid Poſts to which they aſpir'd. 


but a petty Mortal in compariſon of theſe 
Gentry, As for my part, pretending to be 
= | moderate, 
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zoderate, . I ſaid that I ſhou'd content my, 
if with, a middling Fortune, as twenty. 
thouſand Ducats a Year. Whereupon theſe 
yretches, who were never to be ſatisfied. 
ith Honour or Riches, cry'd: out that I. 
us in the Wrong, and that being as, I. 
rs the Favourite of the Prime Miniſter, 
[ought not to confine my ſelf to fo little. 
My intended Father- in lav loſt not one 
tle of theſe Words, and I fancy/d that 
obſerv'd, as he was taking leave, that he, 
Fas prodigiouſly delighted. 
Scipio did not fail going in the Morn- 
ig to ask how he lik'd me, to which he 
nlwer'd, I am charm'd with him; the 
Jung, Fellow has won my. Heart. Bur 
continu'd he) Mr. Scipio, I conjure you, 
j our old Acquaintance, tell me ſincere- 
h; we have all our Failings as you are 
mſble, let me know that of the Signior 
Wt Santillane. Is he a Gameſter? Does he 
ench? What, is his predominant. Vice? 
beg you not to conceal it from me. Sig- 
or Gabriel (reply'd the Go- between) you . 
front me, by asking me this Queſtion: 15 
in more your Friend than my Maſter 's; 
he had any ill Habit that might render 
eur Daughter unhappy, think, you I ſhou'd,, 
ve, propos'd him for your Son- in- law 2 
No Faith! I am too much your. humble 
Kryant, But entre nous, [ find no Fal 
aut 


* 
3 


| + the Evening before, and I preſentedW"*« 


much in my Favour, that honeſt Gabriel 


ing. He embrac'd me cloſely upon our 
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Fault in him but that of having none, t. 
He is too provident for a young Man. Sone 
much the better, (reply'd the Goldſmith) 
that pleaſes me. Go, Friend; you may 
aſſure him he ſhou'd have my Daughter 
if he were not a Favourite of the Prime 
Miniſter's. | 5 
My Secretary had no ſooner given mel © 


an Account of this Converſation, but ! 


ran to Salero's to thank him for his favou ; 
rable Opinion of me. He had declared al- 
ready his Will to his Wife and Daughter, 
who by their Reception gave me to under- 
ſtand, that they ſubmitted without Repug- 
nance. Upon this, I carried the Signior 
to the Duke of Lerma's, whom I had pre- 


im to his Excellency, who welcom'd him 
with a graceful Air, and expreſs'd a great 
deal of Joy, that he had hon for his Son- 
in-law a Man for whom he had a great e 
Kindneſs, and whom he deſign'd to ad- 
vance. He afterwards enlarg'd upon m 
good Qualities, and in ſhort, ſpoke io 


thought he had met in me the beſt Match 
in Spain for his Daughter. He was ſo over- 
Joy'd, that he could hardly forbear weep- 


parting, and ſaid to me, Son, I am fo im- 


patient "OY you Cabriela's Husban, : 
. that 
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hat I will not defer it above a Week at 
noſt. „ | 


1 CHA P. I. 


By what Chance Gil Blas remember'd 

ae Don Alphonſo de Levya, and of 

e Service he did him meerly out of 
Vanity. „ : 


ET 's leave the Marriage for a Minute, 

the Order of my Hiſtory demands it, 
nd requires my relating the Service I did 
Don Alphonſo my old Maſter. I had en- 


8 rely forgot that Cavalier, and 't was upon 
im bis Occaſion that I recollected him. 


It happen'd that the Government of 


at . 
n-Mie City of Valencia was vacant. Pon 
at earing this News, I thought of Don 2 


d-M4phonſo de Leyva, I conſider'd that this 
ny Imployment wou'd ſuit him to a Tittle, 
60 ind refolv'd to ask it for him, more out 
f Oſtentation than Friendſhip. I repre- 
ented to my ſelf, that it wou'd do me an 
ninite Honour if I obtain'd it. Hereupon 
p- addreſs'd my ſelf to the Duke de Lerma, 
md told him, that having been Steward 
Don Cæſar de Leyva and his Son, and 
Ning all the Reaſon in the world to 

OY 8 ſpeak 
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mily whom J eſteem. The Leyvas are th 


to Won Call ona ga ae Audience b 


valiers Who (being more with the Iittl 
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ſpeak in their Favour, I took the Liber 
to beg him to grant the Government e 
FHalencia either to the one or the other 
The Duke anſwer'd me, With all my Hea 


Gil Blas, I love to ſee you grateful an 
generous ; beſides, you intercede for a Fol 


King's good Subjects; they deſerve tb 
Place very well; you may diſpoſe of it 
you pleaſe; I give it your for a Marriag 
Preſent, --- .. 

Raviſh'd with having ſucceeded in m 
Deſign, I went without loſing time to Cali 
Herona, 'to dra up the Patent for Don 4 
phonſo : There Tſaw a great number of Per 
ſons Waiting, till Don Rodriguez ſhoul 
pleaſe to give them Audience; I paſs'd thrafifſ® 
the Crowd to the Cloſet Door, which wi 
open'd on my ? appearing. There I foun* 
I know not how many Knię ghts, Come 
manders, and other Perfons of Condition 


Turns. TWòas Ws een the dit 
ferent manner he 1 receiv” Nen To on uf 
he wou'd only give a little Rem, wi hifi th 


Head; to RNs he who'd make a Bow me 
and conduct him to the Cloſet Doo 
He put (as one may ſay) Shades of Re ſpe 
in the Compl intents he paid to every one 
On the 'other hind 11 Perceiv d ſome Cage? 


Regard 
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kzoard he ſhew'd them) curs'd in their 
Hearts the Neceſſity that oblig'd them to 
inge to ſuch an Upſtart. On the con- 
ary, I faw others who laugh'd within 
\emſelves at his Tidiculous Inſolence. I 
nde thefe Obſervations in vain, I was not 
apable of drawing any Advantage 'thence 
my ſelf; I did the fame at my Houle, 
d neither valu'd whether they | approv'd 
t blam'd my haughty Behaviour, provi- 
dit procur'd meRefpedt. | 
Don Nodriguen having caſt his Eyes on 
e by Chance, left a Gentleman WhO was 
lking to him, very abruptly, and came 
embrace me with ſuch Demonſtrations 
(Friendſhip as ſurpriz'd me. Ah my dear 
other (cry'd he) what has procur'd me 
e Pleaſure of ſeeing you here? What can 
do to ſerve you? 1 inform'd him what 
dught me thither; whereupon he aſſur'd 


00 in the moſt obliging Terms in the 
World, that he wou'd diſpatch it by the 


at Day at the ſame Hour. He did not 
fine his Civility here, he conducted me 


9 | - ® . 0 Je P 
hi the Door of his Anti-chamber, a Com- 
oui ment he only paid to great N oblemen, 


d there he again embraced me. . 
What means all this Reſpe&? (faid I to 
elf as I was going) What does it pre- 
e? Is Calderona meditating my Ruin? 
has he a mind to court my Friendſhip ? 
1 "ax - 


| 
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Adventure that happen d, which I ough 


Don Franciſco de Zaniga, and my Tit. 


finding that he had to do with a Man « 


* 
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or does he keep fair with me, with a View 
of getting me to be his Interceſſor with our 
Patron, as foreſeeing that his Favour is 
upon the decline? I did not know whic 
of theſe Conjectures to fix upon. On m 
returning to him next Day, he treated me 
after the ſame manner, he fatigu'd me wit 
his. Civilities and Careſſes. Tis true, he 
fell ſhort of it in his Reception of other 
who addreſs'd themſelves to. him. He ſpoks 
ſhort to one, was very cool to others, and 
ſent away almoſt every one diſſatisfied. Bu] . 
they were all ſufficiently reveng'd by af 


not to paſs over in Silence; twill be I. 
Caution for all Clerks and Secretaries tha 
road its: ©! | nf 


A Man in a very plain Dreſs, who dig, 
not appear of the Rank he was, came t( 4 
Calderona, and ſpoke to him of a certain, 
Memorial, which he ſaid he had preſente 
to. the Duke of Lerma. Don KRodrigue 
did not ſo much as look upon the Gentle 
man, but ask'd him after a blunt manne 
What's your Name, Friend? In my Ir 
fancy (reply'd the Chevalier very coolly 
I was call'd Fraxcillo I was ſince ſtilec 


now. is the Count de Pedroſa. Calderon 
thunder- ſtruck with theſe Words, an 


( 
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Il | 
ente“ firſt Quality, was willing to excuſe 
ll binſelt: My Lord (ſaid he to the Count) 
Flask Pardon, if out of Ignorance of your 
ieh Quality —— I want none of thy Excules, 
(cry d Francillo, haughtily interrupring him) 
me deſpiſe. them as much as thy ill Manners. 
ir Know that a Secretary to a Prime Mini- 
ter ought to receive every body civilly. 
er! be, if thou wilt, vain enough to look up- 
„e thy ſelf as thy Maſter's Subſtitute, but 
on“ t forget that thou art but his Valet. 
zu The proud Don Rodriguez was prodi- 
. Meioufly mortified at this Accident; never- 
vM'bcleſs he became not a jot more humble. 
gs for me, I took notice of that Rebuke, 


nd reſolv*d to be careful who I ſpoke to 
Irhen I gave Audience, as alſo, not to be 
, Winfolent but with Mutes. As Don Alphon- 
%s Patent was drawn up, I took it with 
ne, and ſent it by a Courier to that youn 
Nobleman, with a Letter from the Duke 
of Lerma, wherein his Excellency ſent him 


jr Word, that the King had juſt appointed 

tle: . 
him Governor of Valencia. I did not in 

1 the leaſt inform him what ſhare J had in 


obtaining it; I did not even write to him, 
reſerving to my ſelf the Pleaſure of telling 
t in Perſon when he ſhou'd come to Co wut, 
to take the Oaths for his Poſt,' - © 
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Of the Preparations that tiers made 
' for the Marriage of Gil Blas, and 


of the important Adventure that ren- 
_. der'd them fruitleſs. 


— — Win 


FF O return to the fair Gabriela, I was 
to be married to her in eight Days; 
and Preparations were made on both ſides 
for the Wedding. Salero had rich Clothes 
made for the Bride, and I hir'd a Waiting- 
woman, a Footman, and an old Gentle- | 
man-uſher. Theſe were all choſen by 
Scipio, who expected, with more impa- 
tience than I, the Day for paying down 
the Fortune. CE 
The Night before this ſo much wiſh'd 
for Day, I ſupp'd at my intended Father- 
in-law's, with Uncles, Aunts, Couſins, 
and a whole Tribe of Relations. In ſhort, 
I acted the Part of a hypocritical Son-in- 
law to the Life. I ſhew'd a thouſand Ci- 
vilities to the Goldſmith and his Wife. I 
counterſeited the paſſionate Lover to Ga- 
briela, and courted the whole Family; 
' liſtening, without impatience, to their flat 
Diſcourſe, and Ciry Converſation. Accor- 
dingly, I had the good luck to pleaſe all 
the Relations, as a Reward for my Pati- 
| ENCE 3 
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ence; ſo that not one of them but ſeem'd 
to be charm'd with my Alliance. 

- Supper being over, the Company went 

into a large Hall, where they were enter- 

_F tain'd with a vocal and inſtrumental Con- 

| fort, which was tolerably perform'd, tho? 

they had not choſen the beſt Maſters in 

Madrid. Our Ears being agreeably ra- 

viſh'd with ſeveral ſprightly Airs, it put us 

into ſuch a gay Humour that we began to. 
dance. God knows after what manner we 
acquitted our ſelves, fince I was taken for 
one of Terp/ichore's Scholars, I who had 
never made any greater Proficiency in this 

Art, than whar I had learn'd from two or 

n © three Leſſons which I had been taught at 

the Marchioneſs de Chaves, by a petty 

d dancing Maſter who came to the Pages. 

- © Having diverted our ſelves very well, *twas 

8, time for all of us to think of going home. 

t, | was profuſe of my Bows and Embraces. 

1- Dear Son-in-law (ſays Salero, taking me in 

i. his Arms) I will bring you the Portion to- 

I norrow Morning in good Specze. You 

a- hall be very welcome (reply'd BD dear 

; Father-in-law. Then taking leave of the 

ar Y Family, I went to my Equipage which 

r- WY vaited at the Door, and directed my 

111 WY Courſe homewards. | | 

i- [ was hardly two hundred Paces from 

” dignior Gabriel's, when my Coach was 

N 2- _ ſurrounded 
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ſurrounded and ſtopt by fifteen or twenty 


Men, ſome on Horſeback, ſome on Foot, ; 
who cry'd, Stand in the King's Name. 


They had no ſooner ſaid thus, but they 


made me alight roughly and get into a | 
Calaſh, where one of them accompanied | 


me, and bid the Coachman drive towards 
Segovia. I immediately judg'd that 'twas 
an honeſt Alguazil who ſat by me, and 

wou'd have ask'd the Cauſe of my Impri- 
Jonment. But he anſwer'd me after the 
manner of thoſe Gentlemen, that is to ſay, 


like a Brute, that -he was not to give me | 


an Account. I told him that perhaps he 
might be miſtaken. No, no (reply'd he) I 
am ſure of my Man, you are the Signior 
de Santillane; you are the Perſon I am or- 

der'd to carry where we are going. Ha- 
ving nothing to ſay to theſe Words, I held 
my Tongue the reſt of the Night, whilſt 
we travelPd along the Manganarez, in a 

rofound filence. We chang'd Horles at 
Colmenar, and we reach'd Segovia about 
She Evening, where I was ſhut up in the 


Tower. 
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then ſet no Bounds to my Affliction, and 
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CH AF, Bs 


How Gil Blas was treated in the Tower” 
of Segovia, and how he came to 
know the Cauſe of his Impriſoumeut. 


HE firſt Thing they did was to put: 

me into a Dungeon, where they left 
me to lie upon Straw like one of the vileſt 
Malefactors. I ſpent that Night, not in 
giving my ſelf up to Deſpair, for I was 
not yet wholly ſenſible of my Misfortune, 
but in examining within my ſelf, what 
could have caus'd my Diſgrace. I did not 
in the leaſt doubt but it was Calderona's 
handyworkz however, *twas in vain to 
ſuſpect him of having diſcover'd all, I cou'd 
not imagine how he could induce the Duke: 
of Lerma to ule me fo cruelly. Some- 
times I thought my Seizure was unknown 
to his Excellency at other times I fancy'd; 
that the Duke himſelf had done it for ſome: 
Reaſon. of. State, as Miniſters ſometimes 
have ſerved their Favourites. 
I 'was ſenſibly tortur'd with my various 
Conjectures, when Day, breaking thro' a 
little grated Window,. ſhew'd me all the 
Horrour of the Place where I was immur'd. 


. my 
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my Eyes became two Fountains of Tears, 


which were render'd inexhauſtible by the 


remembrance of my Proſperity. Whilſt 
4 was thus giving way to my Grief, the 
Goaler came into my Dungeon with a 
Loaf and a Pitcher of Water tor my Day's 
Subſiſtence. He look'd upon me, and ob- 
ferving that my Face was bath'd in Tears, 
as much a Jailor as he was, he was moy'd 


with a ſenſe of Pity. Priſoner (ſaid he) 


don't deſpair; you muſt not be ſo ſenfible 
of the Misfortunes of Lite, you are yet 
young; after this you will ſee other Days, 
in the mean time eat the King's Allowance 
with a good Courage. x 

My Comtorter left me at theſe W ords, 
to which I made no Anſwer but by my 
Sighs and Complaints; and I ſpent the 


whole Day in curling my Stars, without 


thinking of doing any Credit to my Pro- 


viſion, which in the Condition I was, | 
ſeem'd rather an Effect of the King's Anger | 


than of his Goodneſs, ſince it ſerv'd to 
_ prolong the Miſery of the Unfortunate. 
During this Night came on, and im- 
mediately a great Noiſe of Keys took up 
my Attention. The Door of my Dun- 


geon opened, and.a moment after a Man | 


enter'd with a Wax Candle. On his ap- 


proaching me, he ſaid, Signior Gi} Blas, | 


you, ſee ons of your old Friends; I am 
L EE that 
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that Don Andrea de Tordeſillas, who liv'd 
with you at Grenada, and was Gentleman 
to the Archbiſhop, when you was Favou- 
rite to that Prelate. You begg'd him, if 
you remember, to ule his Intereſt for me, 
and he procur'd me the Grant of an Em- 
ployment at Mexico; but inſtead of em- 
barking for the Indies, I ſtaid in the City of 
Alicant, where I married the Keeper of the 
Caſtle's Daughter, and by a ſeries of Ad- 
ventures which I will relate to you pre- 
ſently, I am now become Governor of 
the Tower of Segovia. I am expreſly or- 
der'd not to let you ſpeak to any one, to 
allow you only Bread and Water for Suſ- - 
tenance, and to make you lie upon Straw. 
But beſides my having Humanity enough 
to be touch'd with your Misfortunes, you 
have done me a Service, and my Gratitude 
prevails over my Orders. Far from being 


n inſtrument of the cruel Uſage you ſuffer, 


| intend. to mitigate the Hardſhip of your 
Confinement; riſe and follow me. 
Altho' the Keeper very well deſerv'd my 
Thanks, my Spirits were ſo confounded, 
that I cou'd not anſwer him one Word. 
However I went with him croſs a Court» 
yard, and up a very narrow Stair- caſe, in- 
to a little Room at the very Top of the 
Tower. I was not a little ſurpriz'd, at 
my entrance into this Chamber, to ſee two 
| MN 4 Candles. 
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Candles burning upon a Table in Braſs} 
Candleſticks, and a Cloth laid with two 
pretty handſome Plates, Knives, Forks, e. 
Supper will be here in a minute (ſays Tor- 
defillas) we will both eat a Mouthful: I 
deſign this Corner for your Lodging; you 


will be better here than in your Dungeon. 
From your Window you will have a 


Proſpect of the flowry Banks of the Ere. 


ma, and the delicious Valley which ex- 


tends itſelf, from the Feet of the two 


Mountains that divide the two Caſtiles as 


far as Coca. I know very well that you 
will at firſt be inſenſible of ſuch a fine! 


Landskip; but when the livelineſs of your 


Grief has given way to a pleaſing Melan- | 
choly, you will take a Delight in enter- | 
taining your Eyes with ſuch agreeable Ob- 
jects. Beſides this, depend upon it, you | 


ſhall neither want for Linen, or any thing 
neceſſary for a Man who loves Neatneſs; 
as alſo you ſhall have a good Bed, cat well, 
and I will ſupply you with as many Books 
as you pleaſe. In a word, you ſhall have 

all the Delights that a Priſon can afford. 
I found my ſelf a little comforted by 


theſe obliging Offers, and reſum'd Courage | 


enough to return my Goaler a thouſand 
Thanks. I told him that his generous Pro- 
cedure reſtored' me to Life, and that 1 


with'd I might ever again be ina Condition | 


(0. 
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to expreſs my Acknowledgments. And 
why ſhou'd you not (reply'd he?) Do you 
think you. will always be a Priſoner? You 
are in the Wrong; and I dare aſſure you that 
you will come off for ſome Months Con- 
fnement. What ſay you, Signior Don- 
Andrea? (cry'd I.) I fancy you know the 
Cauſe of my. Misfortune. I own it (re- 
ply'd he) I am not ignorant thereof; the 
Aleuazil who brought you hither intruſted 
me with a Secret, which I dare reveal to- 
you. He inform'd me that the King, be- 
ing acquainted that the. Count de Lemos 
and your ſelf had one. Night carried the 
Prince of Spain to a ſuſpicious Houſe, had: 
for your Puniſhment baniſh'd the Count, 
and. ſent you to the Tower of Segovia, 
there to be treated with. all the Severity 
which you have undergone fince your 
coming hither. And how (ſaid I) has that 
reach'd the King's Ear? That is the very 
Circumſtance that I want to know. And: 
that (reply*d he) is what the Alguazil did 
not tell me, and certainly he was ignorant 
of it himſelf. 55 : 

As we were in this Part of our Conver- 
lation we were interrupted. by ſeveral Ser- 
vants who brought in the Supper. They 
ſet upon the Table a Loaf, two Glaſſes, 
as many Bottles, and three large Diſhes, 
in one of which was a Ragoo of a Harc's 

N 55 | Entrails,, 
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Entrails, with a good deal. of Onion, Oil, 
and Safron; in another an * Ola Polridai 


and in the third a Turkey- Pow? upon ſome 
Marmelade T de Berengena. When Tor- 


deſillas ſaw we had all that we wanted, | 


he ſent away his Domeſticks, not being 
willing they ſhou'd hear our Diſcourſe. He 
mut the Door, and we both fat down over 


againſt each other. Let us begin (ſaid he) 


by what is moſt urgent. You muſt needs 


have a good Stomach, aſter having been. 
dicted two Days. Having thus ſpoken, 
he loaded my Plate with Meat. He thought 
he was ſerving a Wretch that was famiſh'd, 
and indeed he had ſome reaſon to believe 
that I was going to crgm my ſelf with his 


ue — However he was deceiv'd in his 
ectation; as much need as I had of 
Vieuals, I cou'd not get a bit down, my 


Heart was ſo full of my preſent Condition. 


My. Goaler in vain incited me to drink, 
and cry'd up the Excellency of his Wine, 
in order to drive out of my Mind the me- 
lancholy Ideas that continually afflicted me; 


had he given me Nectar, I ſhou'd then 


have — it without Pleaſure: He per- 
ceiv*d"it, and taking another Method, he 
began to relate the Hiſtory of bis Marriage 


a Olla Podrida, a Hoage- Podge; + Berengena, 
«little 3 call'd the Apple of Love. 

In. 
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in a diverting Stile. He ſucceeded yet 
worſe this way than the other. I liſten'd: 
to his Account with ſo much Diſtraction, 
that when he had done, I cou'd not tell one 
Word of what he had been ſaying, He 
judg'd very rightly, that he undertook in- 
vain to divert my Chagrin. that Night. 
Hereupon he roſe from Table aſſoon as 
Supper was ended, and ſaid, Signior de 
Santillane, I am going to leave you to your 
Repoſe, or rather to think at Liberty on 
your Misfortunes. But I repeat it to you, 
it will not be of long Continuance. The: 
King is naturally good. When his Paſſion: 
is over, and he repreſents to himſelf the de- 
plorable Condition you now are in, he wilt 
think your Puniſhment ſufficient. At theſe 
Words the Keeper went down, and ſent 
up his Servants to take away. They car- 
ried off even to the very Candles, and F 
went to Bed by the Dim Light of a Lamp 
that was faiten'd to the Wall: : 
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CHAP. v. 


Of the Refleftions he made that Night 
before he ſlept ; and of the Noiſe that 


__awakd him. 


J Spent at leaſt two Hours in reffecting 
upon what Tordefillas had told me, 
Here am I then (ſaid I) for having been 
acceſſary to the Pleaſures of the Heir of 
the Crown. But how imprudent was it 
to do ſuch a Service to ſo young a Prince! 
For tis his being ſo very young that was 
all my Crime; if he was more advanced 
in Years, the King perhaps wou'd only 
have laught at what has now ſo much 


iüncens'd him. But who cou'd give the 


Monarch ſuch an Information, without 
apprehending the Reſentment of the Prince 
or Duke of Zerma? That Miniſter will 
* without doubt revenge his Nephew's Diſ- 
race. How has the King diſcover'd it! 
That is what I can't comprehend. | 
This Thought always recurr'd to me. 
However the Idea that afflicted me moſt, 
that rendred me quite deſperate, and which 
I cou'd never baniſh out of my Mind, was 
the Plunder to which I rightly judg'd that 
25 7 f 
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all my Effects were given up. O my 
ſtrong Box (cry'd I) my dear Money, what 
is become of you? Into what Hands are 
you fall'n? Alas! I have loſt you in yet 
leſs time than I got you! I drew to m 
ſelf a lively Picture of the Diſorder that 
reign'd in my Houſe, and I made there- 
upon ſeveral. Reflections, one more me- 
lancholy than another. The Confuſion of 
ſo many different Thoughts threw me into 
„2 Heavineſs that prov'd favourable to me; 
Sleep, which had fled my Eyes the Night 
before, came and lock d up my Senſes; 
t to which the Goodneſs of the Bed, the 
Fatigues I had ſuffer'd, and the Fumes of 
the Meat and Wine all contributed. I 
d flept ſoundly, and according to all Appea- 
yl rance Day. thould have ſupriz'd me in that 
Condition, if I had not been awaken'd by 
je a Noiſe very. extraordinary in a Priſon. I 
1} heard the Sound of a Guitarre accompa- 
denied with. a Man's. Voice. 1 liſten'd at- 
11} tentively but could hear no more, ſo that 
I thought it was a Dream. But a Minute 
2M afterwards, my Ear was ſtruck with the 
Sound of the ſame Inſtrument and Voice 
ef which ſung the following Verſes. 


45 
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* Ah de mi! un Anno felice 
Parece un ſoplo ligero 
Pero ſin dicha un Inſlante 
Es un ſiglo de Tormento. 


This Couplet ſeem'd to have been made 
on purpoſe to renew my Troubles. I am 
but too ſenſible (ſaid I) of the Truth of 
theſe Words. Methinks the Time of my 


Proſperity vanifh'd very quickly, but I have? 


already been an Age in Priſon. I plung'd 
my ſelf anew in a diſmal. Reverie, and be- 


gan again to give my ſelf up to Deſpair, as 


if I had taken Pleaſure therein. Never- 

theleſs. my Complaints ended with the 
Night; and the firſt Ray of Light with 
which the Sun enlighten'd my Chamber, 
mitigated a little my Diſquiet. F got up to 
open my Window, and air my Room. 
I took a View of the Country, whereof 
I remember'd that the Keeper had given 
me a fine Deſcription; but I cou'd not 
find any Thing to juſtify his Account ot 
it. The Erema which I thought at leaſt 
rival'd the Tagus, ſeem'd to me but a 


— 


* Alas! a Tear if Pleaſure paſſes like the fleeting 


Hind; but a Moment when one is unfortunate. ſees | 


an Age of Torments. : 
wo | Brook. 
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Brook. Its flowry Borders were ſet off 
with nothing but Nettles and Fhiftles, 
and the pretended Delicious Yale only ſa- 
lured my Eyes with a view of Fields, moſt 
part of them uncultivated. I had not with » 
out doubt as yet attained to the pleaſing 

je Melancholy, which was to make me fee 

miThings with other Eyes than I did at that 

of Time. | i 

7 I began to put on my Clothes, and was 

e already half dreſs'd when Tordefillas enter'd 

d ny Room, attended by an old Seryant- 

. naid, who brought me Shirts and Towels. 

as vignior G7] Blas (ſaid he) here is Linen, 

--Ydon't ſpare it; I'll take care you ſhall ne- 

e ver want. Well. (continu'd he) how have 

h you paſs'd the Night? Did Sleep ſuſpend- 

„Jour Troubles for ſome minutes? I ſhould 

o perhaps not have been yet ſtirring, (an- 

. er'd I) if J had not been awaken'd by a, 

{ME Voice in Confort with a Guitarre. The 

1 © Cavalier who difturb'd your Repoſe (re- 

t plied he) is a State-Prifoner, whole Cham- 

ber joins to yours. He is a Knight of the 

military Order of Calatrava, and is made to 

1 MW charm one: His Name is Don Gaſton de 
Cogollos. You may both viſit each other 
and ſup together: You will find a mutual 

„Comfort in your Converſation, and will 

be a great Satisfaction to each other. 


J 
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I told Don Andrea, that I ſhould always 
acknowledge the Favour he did me, in 
ſuffering me to unite my Afflictions with the 
Cavalier'sz and as I expreit ſome Impati- 
ence to know this Companion in Misfor- 
tunes, our obliging Keeper procur'd me 
that Pleaſure that very Day. I din'd with 
Don Gaſton, whoſe Beauty and good Mien 
ſurpriz'd me. Judge what he muſt be, to 
make ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion upon the Eyes 
of one us'd to fee the handſomeſt young 
Gentlemen about the Court. Form to 
your ſelf an Idea of a Man made for Con- 
queſts; one of thoſe Heroes in Romances, 
whole ſingle Appearance gave Pain to Prin- 
ceſſes, and broke their Reſt. Add to this, 
that Nature who generally mingles her 
_ Gifts, had endued Cogollos with a great 
deal of Wit and Courage; In ſhort, he 
was a perfect Cavalier. , 
If this Gentleman charm'd-me, I had o 
the other hand the good Luck. not to 
diſpleaſe him. He wou'd not ſing any 
more in the Night, for fear of diſturbing 
me, whatever I could ſay to beg him not 
to conſtrain himſelf for me. A Friend- 
ſhip. is ſoon contracted between two Per- 
ſons oppreſſed by adverſe Fortune. Our 
firſt Acquaintance was ſoon follow'd by 4 
tender Value for each other, which was 
heighten'd every Lay. The Liberty that 
Y was 
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was given us to diſcourſe together when 
we pleas'd, was of no ſmall Service to us, 
ſince by our Converſation we reciprocal- 


ly helpt each other to bear our Misfortunes 
patiently. „„ | 
E went into his Chamber one Afternoon, 
as he was going to play upon the Guitarre. 
I far down on a Joint-ſtool, which was all 
the Seats he had, that I might hear him 
more commodiouſly z and he placing him- 
ſelf upon the Foot of his Bed, play'd a ve- 
y moving Air, to which he added a Song, 
proper to expreſs the Deſpair to which 
Love is reduc'd by the Cruelty of his Miſ- 
trels, When he had done, I ſaid to him 
ſmiling: Signior Cavalier, you will never 
be oblig'd to make ſuch Verſes in your 
Amours: You were not made to find the 
Ladies cruel. You have too good an Opi- 
nion of me, (replied he.) I compos'd the 
Lines you have juſt heard, to ſoften a Heart 
which I thought Adamant; and move a 
Lady to relent, who treated me with the 
utmoſt Severity. I muſt relate you the 
Story; it will give you at the ſame time 
an Account of my Misfortunes. 
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C HA P. VI. 


The Hiſtory of Don Gaſton de Co-] 
gollos, aud Donna Helena de Ga- 
liſteo. | 


»*F*IS now about four Years ſince I ſet 
out from Madrid to Coria, to viii 
Donna Eleonora de Laxarills my Aunt, 
one of the richeſt Dowagers in old Caſtile, 
to whom I am ſole Heir. I had hardly 
got thither, before Love came to diſturb 
my Quiet. Tlodg'd in an Apartment whoſe 
Windows faced the Lattices of a Lady 
who liv'd over-againſt me, and whom [| 
could eaſily ſee, her Grates were fo open, 
and the Streets ſo narrow. I did not neg-W 
lect this Opportunity, and 1 found my 
Neighbour: ſo handſome, that I was im- 
mediately charm'd with her. I inform'd 
her of it by ſuch lively Glances, that *rwas 
impoſſible ſhe ſhould miſtake them. Ac-F 
_ cordingly the underſtood them very well; 
but ſhe was not a Woman to value herſelf 
upon ſuch a Knowledge, much leſs ro make FF 
a return to my Grimaces. — 
-I was deſirous of knowing the Name of 
this dangerous Lady, who could ** 6 
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idden an Impreſſion upon the Heart; and 
bund ſhe was call'd Donna Helena; that 
he was only Daughter to Don George 
# Galileo, who was Lord of a conſide- 
ible Manor, ſome Leagues from Cora : 
hat ſhe had often Matches propos'd for 
ger, but that the Father rejected all, be- 
wie he intended to give her to his Ne- 
ew Don Auguſtin de Olighera, who had 
e Liberty of ſeeing and converſing every 
Day with his Couſin 'till the Marriage 
hould be concluded. This did nor at all 
iſcourage me; on the contrary I became 
ie more enamour'd; and the vain Pleaſure 
fſupplanting a happy Rival, perhaps, in- 
ted me more than my Love, to endeavour 
0 carry my Point. I continu'd then to 
ift the moſt paſſionate Looks at my He- 
na; I allo courted her Woman Felicia by 
ny Eyes, as to implore her Aﬀiſtance;z; I 
cn talk'd with my Fingers; but theſe. 
icces of Gallantry were of no Advantage; 
got no more Good from the Maid than 
ic Miſtreſs, they both ſeem'd cruel and 
acceſhible. | 1, HOY 4 of® 
As they retus'd anſwering the Language 
fi the Eyes, I had recourſe to other In- 
eW'preters. I ſent out Spies to diſcover 
hat Acquaintance Felicia had in the Town. 
hey found out that her beſt Friend was 
old Woman nam' d Theodora, and bes 
Hs they 


We 


| 
U 
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they viſited each other very often. Rahe. 
viſh'd with this Information, I went my At 
ſelf to Theodora and engag'd her to ſerve 
me by my Preſents. She eſpous'd mano 
Cauſe, pomis'd to procure me a ſecret In 


terview with her Friend at her Houſe, an rin 


kept her Word the next Day. 
I am no longer unhappy (ſays IT to Fol 
cia) ſince my Pains have moy'd your Com 
paſſion. How much am I oblig'd to you ioi 
Friend, for having diſpos'd you to gran 
me the Satisfaction of your Converſation 
My Lord (replied ſhe) Theodora has a 
abſolute Power over me. She has wo 
me over to your Intereſt; and if I coulhye 
procure your Happineſs, you. would ſoonfffi; 
arrive at the height of allyour Wiſhes; bu lea 
with all my Good-will, I don't know if | 
ean be any great help to you. I muſt nothe 
flatter you; never did you undertake a morher{ 
difficult Enterprize. You. love a Lad | 
who is prepoſſeſs'd in Favour of anotheWW;ir 
Cavalier; and what ſort of a Lady! OnWne 
of ſuch Pride and Diſſimulation, that if «Med 
ver, by your Conſtancy and Addreſſes, yo Mis 
ſhou'd happen to force a Sigh from her 
don't imagine her Pride will ever ſuffer youher, 
to have the Pleaſure of hearing it. Alas 
dear Felicia, (cry'd I full of Grief) wou 
do you tell me all the Obſtacles I have tqq I 
ſurmount? This Account kills me; 2 
| c 
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her impoſe upon me than make me deſpair. 
Eittheſe Words, I took one of her Hands, 
Ind prefling it betwen mine, I put a Dia- 
nond worth three hundred Piſtoles upon 
r Finger, ſaying to her at the ſame 
ſime ſuch moving Things that I made 
. 7 irs 7 

She was too much touch'd with my Diſ- 
courſe, and too well ſatisfied with my Beha- 
iour, to leave me without Comfort. Here- 
on ſhe remov'd the Difficulties a little: 
My Lord (ſaid ſhe) what I have been re- 
reſenting to you, ought not to deprive 
jou entirely of Hope. Your Rival, ttis 
rue, is not hated; he has free Acceſs to 
his Couſin z can ſpeak to her when he 
leaſes; and this is what is favourable to 
ou. Their being accuſtom'd to ſee each 
ther every Day, has render'd their Con- 
jerſation ſomething infipid. They ſeem 
o me to leave each other without any 
Pain, and to reviſit without Pleaſure. 
Ine wou'd ſwear they were already mar- 
ied. In ſhort I don't perceive that my 
Miſtreſs has a violent Paſſion for Don Au- 
tin. Beſide, as to perſonal Qualifications 
mere is ſuch a Difference between you 
nd him, as can't fail being obſerv'd to 
our Advantage, by a young Lady ſo nice 
Ws Donna Helena. Therefore don't loſe 
Courage, continue your Gallantry, hr 
| 5 con 
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cond you. I will let {lip no Opportunit n t 
of improving to your advantage all you de Us 
the 


to pleaſe my Miſtreſs, *Twill be in vai 
for her to conceal her Thoughts, I wil 
find out her Sentiments thro? all her Dif 

mulation. EE, 5 
Felicia and I parted after this Converſa 
tion; very well ſatisfied with each other 
and I began to ogle Don George's Daugh 
ter afreſh. ' I alſo entertain'd her with: 
Serenade wherein the Verſes you juſt heard 
were ſung by a fine Voice. After the 
Conſort, the Servant, to ſound her Miſg 
treſs, ask'd if ſhe had been diverted. The 
Voice (ſaid Donna Helena) did not dif 
pleaſe me. And are not the Words thai 
were ſung very moving, replied the Maid! 
I did not at all mind them (anſwer'd tha 
Lady;) I only liſten'd to the Tune, I gave 
no Attention to the Verſes, nor even don't 
want to know who gave me this Sere 
nade. If that be the Caſe (cry'd her Wo 
man) poor Don Gaſton de Cogollos is migh 
tily out in his Reckoning, and very fooliſh 
in ſpending his Time in looking at ou 
Lattices. Perhaps (ſays the Miſtreſs with 
a cool Air) 'tis ſome other Cavalier who 
has juſt declar'd his Paſſion to me in this 
Conſort. Pardon me (replied Felicia) 
tis Don Gaſton himſelf z by the ſame 
Token that he accoſted me this Morning 
in 
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In the Street, and begg'd me to tell you in 
Wis Name that he adores you, in ſpite of 
Wie Cruelty wherewith you return his 
love; and in ſhort, that he ſhou'd think 
Wiimſelf the happieſt of Mankind, if you 
wou'd allow him to make known his Paſ- 
ion by his Courtſhip, and gallant Enter- 
airments. This Diſcourle (continued 
he) is a ſufficient Proof I am not mif- 
wen: „ 

Don George's Daughter immediately 
"Whang'd Countenance, and look ing at her 
oman with a ſtern Air: Vou might very 
Well (faid ſhe) have let alone entertaining 
Je with this impertinent Stuff. I deſire 
jou to trouble me no more with ſuch In- 
brmations. And if that raſh young Fel- 
ww ſhould ever dare to ſpeak to you again, 
ad him addreſs himſelf to a Perſon who 
, Wits a greater Value upon his Gallantry 
hn I; and chooſe a civiler Diverſion 
han to be all Day at his Window, obſerv- 

ug what 1 do in my Apartment. 
All this was faithfully told at a ſecond 
nter view I had with Felicia, who pretending 
vas not to take her Miſtreis's Words 
terally, would have perſwaded me that 
hings went the beſt in the World. As 
| who could diſcover no Myſtery 
icrein, and did not think that the Text 
uld be explain'd in my Favour, I was 
very 
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very diffident of the Comments ſhe made 
thereupon. She laugh'd at my Diſtruſt, 
and asking her Friend for Paper, Pen, and 
Ink, ſaid, Signior Cavalier write immediate- 
ly to Donna Helena like a Lover in De- 
ſpair. Draw her a lively Picture of your 
Sufferings, eſpecially complain of her pro- 
— your appearing at your Windows, 


Promiſe to obey her, but aſſure her it will 


coſt you your Life. Give this a handſome 
Turn, as you: Cavaliers know very well 
how, and I will anſwer for the reſt. I 


hope the Succeſs will do me more Ho- 


nour than you are willing to allow to my 
ration | 1 

I ſhou'd have been the firſt Lover that 
ever had ſo fair an Opportunity of writing 
to his Miſtreſs, and yet took not the Ad- 
vantage of it. I indited a moſt pathetick 
Letter, and ſhow'd it before I folded it up 
to Felicia, who, having read it, ſaid with a 
Smile, that if the Women knew the Art 


of charming the Men, the Men, to make 


amends, were not ignorant of the Secret 
ro wheedle Women. This ſaid, ſhe took 
my Billet-doux, after which, having bid me 
have a care to keep my Windows ſhut for 
ſome Days, ſhe return'd to Don George's. 


Madam, (ſaid ſhe, when the came to, 


Donna Helena) I have met Don Gaj/0n. 


He did not fail accoſting me, and. wou'd 
| Oe: have 
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have held his ſeducing Diſcourſe with me. 
He ask'd me with a trembling Voice, like a 
Criminal who expects his Sentence, if I 
had ſpoken to you in his Name. 'Then I 
being haſty, and willing to execute your 
Orders faithfully, interrupted him abruptly. 
I raiPd at him bitterly, loaded him with 
Injuries, and. left him in the Street quite 
amaz'd at .my Malapertneſs. I am over- 
oy'd (anſwer'd Donna Helena) that you 
= freed me from his Importunity. Bur 
it was not neceſſary to ſpeak to him ſo 
roughly. A Woman ſhou'd always be 
mild. Madam (reply'd the Maid) one can- 
not get rid of a paſſionate Lover by Words 
ſpoken in a ſoft Tone. One can't even 
compaſs it by flying into a Rage and Pal- 
hon, For Inftance, Don Gaſton was not 
diſcourag'd; having, as I ſaid, ſtunn'd 
him with Abuſes, I went to your Relation, 
where you ſent me. That Lady unfor- 
tunately detain'd me too long. - i ſay too 
long, becauſe at my Return I found my 
Gentleman again. I did not expect ſuch a 
Rencounter, the Sight of him confounded 
me, and that ſo much, that my Tongue, 
which never fails me upon Occaſion, was 
now utterly ſpeechleſs. During this what 
did he? He flipt a Paper into my Hand, 
which I kept without knowing what I 
did, and vaniſh'd in a Moment. 


VoL. III. 9 . Having 


the Gallant at my Windows, fince th 
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Having thus ſpoken, ſhe drew my Let- 8 
ter out of her Boſom, and gave it, as if in 4 
jeſt, to her Miſtreſs; who having taken iti þ 


as it were to divert her ſelf, read it in good v 


earneſt, and feem'd afterwards very re- I n⸗ 
ſerv'd. Indeed Felicia (faid the with a ſe-· D 
rious Air) you was an inconfiderate Foolff hi 


for receiving this Note. What will Don] ta 


Gaſton think of it; and what ought I to C 


think my ſelf? You give me room by th 


your Conduct to miſtruſt your Fidelity, or 
and him Reaſon to ſuſpect my beingf m. 
touch'd with his Paſſion. Alas, perhaps R 
he imagines at this Inſtant that I read his tec 
Letter over and over with Pleaſure ! fee to PU 


what a Diſgrace you expoſe a Woman offfl Cc 


my Spirit. Oh! no Madam (reply'd theſ he 
Maid) he can't have ſuch a Thought; off thy 
ſuppoſe he had, he ſhou d not have it long] ga 
I'Ii tell him at firſt fighr, that I have for 
ſhown you his Letter: That you look'd] Sei 
upon it with a cool Air, and that you af Nt 
terwards tore it diſdainfully without ready toc 
ing. You may fafely fwear I never read it Ba 
(aid Donna Helena) I ſhou'd be horridiyf Bl 
it to it, to repeat only two Words of it 
Not content with this, Don George's 
Daughter tore my Billet, and prohibitec 
her Maid's ever converſing with me. 
As I had promis'd never more to, pla 
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Sight of me was diſagreeable, I kept them 
ſhur ſeveral Days that my Obedience might 
be the more moving. Burt inſtead of Ogling, 
which was forbid me, I prepar'd to Sere- 
nade my cruel Helena afreſh. With this 
Deſign I placed my ſelf one Night under 
her Balcony with the Muſick ; and the Gui- 
tarres had already begun to play, when a 
Cavalier came Sword in Hand to diſturb 
the Conſort, by wounding the Performers 
on the right and left, fo that they all im- 
mediately betook themſelves to flight. The 
Rage wherewith this Inſolent was anima- 
ted, excited alſo my Fury. I advanc'd to 
puniſh him, and we began a deſperate 
Combat. Donna Helena and her Maid 
hearing the claſning of Swords, look'd 
thro' their Lattices, and ſaw two Men en- 
gag' d. Hereupon they ſhriek'd out fo 


Toud that they rais'd Don George and his 


Servants 3; who ran, as well as ſeveral 
Neighbours, to part the Fray, but came 
too late. They found upon the Field of 
Battle but one Cavalier weltering in his 
Blood, and almoſt lifeleſs, and perceiv'd 
that I was the unfortunate Man. They 


carried me to my Aunt's, where I was at⸗ 


tended by the moſt skilful Surgeons in 
the City. | 1.9 PRE | 
All the World pity'd me, and efpecially 
Donna Helena, who then diſcover'd the 
5 „5 bottom 
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bottom of her Heart. Her diſſembling 
gave way to her Inclination. Wou'd you 
believe it? She was no longer the Woman 
who thought it a point of Honour to ſeem 
inſenſible of my Courtſhip. She was a 
tender Lover, who gave herſelf up without 
Reſerve to her Grief. She ſpent the ref 
of the. Night in Tears with her Woman, 
and in curſing her Couſin Don Auguſtin de 
Olighera, whom ſhe judg'd to have*been 
the Author of their Grief 5 as in reality it 
was he who had ſo diſagreeably interrupted 
the Serenade. Being as great a Maſter of 
Diſſimulation as his Couſin, he had diſco- 
ver'd my Intention, without taking any 
Notice of it, and imagining ſhe return'd 
it, he had done this brisk Action to ſhow 
he was not ſo patient as they thought 
him. Nevertheleſs this melancholy Acci- 
dent ſoon after gave place to a Joy which 
made it forgotten. As dangerouſly as I 
was wounded, the Surgeon's Skill quickly 
reſtored me to Health. I ſtill kept my 
Chamber, when my Aunt Donna Eleonora 
went to Don George to ask Donna Helena 
for me. He conſented to this Marriage 
the more willingly, in that he look'd upon 


Don Auguſtin as a Man whom he might 


perhaps never ſee again. But the good 
old Gentleman was apprehenſive left his 
Daughter ſhou'd be averſe to the Match, 
| | 7» 5 becauſe 
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becauſe her Couſin Oligbera had had fo 
much Liberty to viſit her. and time to win 
her Affections; but ſhe ſeem'd ſo willing 
to obey her Father in this Point, that one 
may conclude that 'tis an Advantage in 
Spain, as well as elſewhere, to be a New- 
comer amongſt the Ladies. 

As ſoon as I cou'd have a private Con- 
verſation with Felicia, ſhe inform'd me 
how Very ſenſible her Miſtreſs had been of 
the unfortunate Iſſue of my Rencounter. 
So that being no longer able to doubt but 
that I was the Paris to my Helena, I bleſs'd 
my Wound, ſince the Conſequences had 
been ſo ſucceſsful to my Love. I obtain'd 
Leave of Don George to ſpeak to his Daugh- 
ter in her Maid's Preſence. How ſweet 
was this Converſation to me! I preſs'd and 
conjur'd the Lady ſo much to tell me it 
her Father offer'd no Violence to her In- 
clinations, in delivering her up to my Paſ- 
ſion; that ſhe own'd it was not owing to 
her Obedience only. After a Confeſſion ſo 
raviſhing, I was wholly taken up with the 
care of making my ſelf agreeable, and de- 
viſing gallant Entertainments, till our 
Wedding-day ſhou'd come, which was to 
have been celebrated by a magnificent Ca- 
valcade, whereat all the Nobility of Cora, 
and the Parts adjacent, were to have ap- 
pear'd in the greateſt Splendor. 

e + Here- 
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Hereupon I gave a noble Ball, at a ſtate- 
ly Country Seat of my Aunt's, near the 
City Gates towards Mauroi, at which Don 
George, with his Daughter, and all his 


Friends and Relations were preſent. There 
was a Conſort of vocal and inſtrumental 


Muſick ready by my Order, and a Compa- 
ny of Strollers to act a Comedy. In the 
middle of the Feaſt, they came to whiſper 
me, that there was a Man in another Rvom 
who deſir'd to ſpeak with me; whereupon 


J aroſe from Table to ſee who it was. I 


found a Perſon unknown, who look'd 


like a Valet de Chambre, and gave me a 


Note, which I open'd, and wherein were 
theſe Words. CT | 

If your Honour 1s dear to you, as it ought 
zo be to every Knight of your Order, you will 
not fail being to-morrow Morning in the 
Plain of Manrot. You will there find a 
Centleman who will give you Satisfaction for 
the Afﬀront you have receiv'd from him; and 
if be can, pul it out af your Power to have 


Donna Helena. | 


Don Auguſtin de Olighera. 


If Love is very predominant in the Spa- 
niards, Revenge is much more fo. I cou'd 
not read this Challenge and keep my Tem- 
per; the very Name of Don Auguſtin ſet 
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my Blood all in a Flame, which almoſt 


made me forget the indiſpenſable Part I 


was to act that Day. I was tempred to 
flip from the Company, and go immediate- 
ly in ſearch of my Enemy. However, I 
conſtrain'd my ſelf, for fear of diſturbing 
the Gueſts, and told the Man who had 
brought the Letter: Friend, you may tell 
the Gentleman who ſent you, that I have 
too great a Deſire to come to an Engage- 
ment with him a ſecond Time, to fail 
being before Sun-riſe at the appointed 
Place. | BI | 
Having ſent back the Meſſenger with 
this Anſwer, I rejoin'd my Company, and 
retook my Place at Table, where I com- 
pos'd my Countenance ſo well, that no 
body had the leaſt Suſpicion of what had 
paſs'd. The reſt of the Day I ſeem'd like 
the reſt taken up with the Diverſions of 
the Entertainment, which at laſt ended at 
Midnight. The Aſſembly broke up, and 
every one re-enter'd the City after the ſame 
manner as they came out. As for me, I 
ſtaid behind at the Country-Seat, under 
Pretence of going to take the Air next 
Morning, which was only that I might be 
the ſooner at the Rendezvous. Inſtead of 
going to Bed, I expected Day-break with 
Impatience, which as ſoon as I perceiv'd, 
I mounted my beſt Horſe, and ſet our 
Q4 1 
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alone, as if to take aRide in the Country. 
J advanced towards Manroi, and diſcover'd 
on the Plain a Man who came towards 


me full ſpeed. I flew to meet him, in or- 


der to ſave him half the Way; we ſoon 
met; 'twas my Rival. Knight (ſaid he to 
me inſolently) *tis with Regret I encoun- 
ter you a ſecond time; but *'tis your own. 
Fault; you ought, after the Adventure of 
the Serenade, to have reſign'd Don George's 
Daughter with a good Grace, or elſe to 
have been aſfur'd that you ſhou'd not come 
off ſo, if you perſiſted in your Deſign of 
appearing agreeable in her Eyes. You are 
too proud (reply'd I) of an Advantage that 
is perhaps leſs owing to your Addrels than 
to the Darkneſs of the Night: You don't 
remember that the Fortune of War is un- 
certain. Not for me (anſwer'd he, with an 
infolent Air) and I am going to ſhew you,. 


that both by Day and by Night I know | 
| how to puniſh thoſe bold Knights who 


dare incroach upon my Pleaſures. 


The only Anſwer I made to. this haughty | 
Speech was by alighting, as. did alſo Don 
Auguſtin; and fa 


ening our Horſes to a 
Tree, we began the Combat with equal 
Vigour. I will confeſs honeſtly, that I had: 


to do with an Enemy who underſtood 


fencing better than I, altho' I had learn'd 
two Years, but he was a. perfect Maſter. 
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[ cou'd not expoſe my Life to a greater 
Danger. Nevertheleſs, as it often happens 
that the ſtrongeſt is overcome by the 
weakeſt, my Rival, ſpite of all his Skill, 
receiv'd a Thruſt thro” his Heart, and fell 
down dead a minute after, - 
I return'd immediately to the Country- 
Seat, where I inform'd my Yalet de Cham- 
bre, of whole Fidelity I was well aſſur'd, 
of what had paſs'd, After this, I ſaid to 
him, Dear Ramirez, take a good Horſe, 
beſore the Officers of Juſtice can have 
Knowledge of this Aﬀair, and go inform 
my Aunt of it. Defire her, in my Name, to 
ſend me ſome Gold and Jewels, and come 
and meet me at Placentia. You will find 

me at the firſt Inn as you enter the City. 
Ramirez diſcharg'd this Commiſſion with 
ſuch Diligence, that he arriv'd at Placen- 
tia within three Hours after me. He told 
me, that Donna Eleonora was rather re- 
joiced than afMlicted at a Combat that re- 
paired the Affront I had receiv'd in our firſt 
Engagement; and that ſhe had ſent me all 
her Gold and Jewels, that I might travel 
with ſome Pleaſure in foreign Countries, 
till ſhe ſhou'd accommodate my Affair. 
Not to mention ſuperfluous Circum- 
ſtances, I ſhall only tell you, that I croſs'd 
New Cafile in order to go into the King- 
dom of Yalencia, and embark at Denia. I 
| O 7 pals'd 
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paſs'd over into Italy, where I put my ſelf 
in a Condition to ſurvey the ſeveral Courts, 
and make a graceful Appearance there. 
Whilſt T thus endeavour'd, at a Diſtance 
from my Helena, to delude, as much as in 
me lay, my Love and Diſquiet, that Lady, 
at Coria, bemoan'd my Abſence in ſecret. 
Inſtead of approving of her Family's pro- 
ſecuting me on account of Oligbera's 


Death, ſhe with'd that it might be made 


up, and my Return be haſten'd by a ſpeedy 
Agreement. Six Months were already 


paſs'd ſince the had loſt me, and I believe 


her Conſtancy wou'd have always trium- 
phed over Time, if ſhe had only had Time 
to cope with; but ſhe had yet more pow- 


erful Enemies. Don Blas, de Combados, 2 


Gentleman of the Weſt of Galicia, came 
to Coria to take Poſſeſſion of a noble In- 
| Heritance, which Don Miguel de Caprara 
his Couſin had in vain diſputed with him; 
and finding that County more pleaſant 
than his own, he ſettled there. Combados 
was well made, ſeem'd ſweet-temper'd and 


Polite, and had the moſt infinuating Wit 


in the World. He ſoon got acquainted 

with the People of Faſhion of that City, 

and was inform'd of all the Affairs of every 

one. SE 0 | 

He was not long ignorant that Don 

George had a Daughter, whoſe dangerous 
| | Beauty 
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Beauty ſeem'd only to inflame Men to 
their Deſtruction. This incited his Curio- 
ſity, he had a mind to ſee fo formidable a 
Lady. To this End he ſought her Father's 


Friendſhip, and gain'd ſo far upon him, 


that the old Gentleman looking upon him 
already as his Son-in-law, gave him tree 
Acceſs to his Houſe, and leave to ſpeak 
to Helena in his Preſence. The Galician 
was not long before he fell in Love; 'twas 
inevitable; 2 8 diſclos'd himſelf to Don 
George who told him that he approv'd of 
his Addreſſes, but that he wou'd not con- 
ſtrain his Daughter, but left her free Miſ- 
treſs of the Diſpoſal of her own Hand. 
Hereupon Don Blas made uſe of all the 


Gallantry he cou'd deviſe to pleaſe the 


Lady, who was wholly inſenſible, ſo much 
was ſhe prepoſſeſs'd in my Fayour. How- 
ever, Felicia was in the Gentleman's In- 
tereſt, who had engag'd her thereunto by 
his Preſents. She employ'd her utmoſt 
Addreſs to ſerve him. On the other hand, 
the Father ſeconded the Maid by his Re- 
monſtrances, and nevertheleſs all they 
could both do for a whole Year, was to 
torment Donna Helena, without being able 
to render her unfaithtul to me. 

Combados finding that Don George and 


Felicia in vain concern'd themſelves for 
him, propos'd an Expedient to them to ſur- 


MOUNT 
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mount the Obſtinacy of ſo prejudic'd a Lo- 


ver. This (ſaid he) is what I have con- 
trived. Let us counterfeit a Letter from 


an Italian Merchant to his Correſpondent 
at Coria, wherein, after an Account of ſe- 


veral Things relating to Commerce, the 


following Words ſhall be inſerted. © There 


& is lately arriv'd. at the Court of Parma 


& a Spaniſh Cavalier call'd Don Caſton de 
& Cogollos, who ſays he is Nephew and 


c only Heir to a rich Widow who lives at 
© Coria, and whoſe Name is Donna Eleo- 
& nora de Laxarilla. He courts the Daugh- 
ter of a great Nobleman, but he will 
& not obtain her before they are inform'd 
& of the Truth. I am defir'd to addrefs 
* my ſelf to you for that Purpoſe. W here- 


& fore I beg you ſend me word if you 


« know this Don Gaſton, and wherein his 
« Aunt's Eſtate conſiſts. ,Your Anſwer 


„vill decide the Fate of this Marriage. 
© Parma, the Cc. 


This Impoſture ſeem'd to the old Man 
but a witty Contrivance, a Stratagem that 


was pardonable in Lovers, and the Wait- 


ing-maid, yet leſs ſcrupulous than the good 
Man, approv'd of it mightily. The Inven- 
tion ſcem'd to them ſo much the better, in 
that they knew Helena to be a Woman of 
a great Spirit, and likely to fall. into the 
Snare immediately, provided ſhe had no 

WO, Suſpicion. 


\ 


_— 


Suſpicion of the Cheat. Don George took 
it upon himſelf to inform her of my Change, 
and to make the Thing have the greater 
appearance of Truth, to let her ſpeak to 
the Merchant who had received this pre- 


tended Letter from Parma. The Project 
was executed as it was form'd. The Fa- 


ther ſaid to Donna Helena, with an Emo- 
tion wherein, in all appearance, was a great 
deal of Spite and Anger, Daughter, I will 
no longer tell you that our Relations beg 


me every Day, never to ſuffer Don Augu- 


ſtin's Murderer to enter our Family; I 
have now a ſtronger Reaſon to deſire you. 


to diſengage your ſelf from Don Gafton.. 


Die with Shame for having been ſo faith- 
ful to him; he is an inconſtant perfidious 
Wretch; here is a certain Proof of his In- 
fidelity: Read your ſelf that Letter, which 
a Merchant of Coria has juſt receiv'd from 
Italy. Poor Helena takes the Counterfeit 
Paper trembling, runs it over with her Eyes, 


weighs all the Expreſſions, and remains 


quite overwhelm'd with the News of my 
Inconſtancy. After this, ſome Remains of 
Tenderneſs made her ſhed a few Tears, 
but ſhe ſoon. recall'd her Pride to her Aid, 
and wiping her Eyes, ſaid with a reſolute 
Tone to her Father, My Lord, you have 
been a Witneſs of my Weakneſs, be fo 
lkewiſe. of the Victory I gain oyer my _ 
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*Tis done, L now only deſpiſe Don Ga- 
ſton, J look on him as the baſeſt of Men; 


come, I am ready to follow Don Blas to 


the Altar. Let my Marriage precede that 


of the perfidious Wretch who has repaid | 


my Love ſo ill. Don George, tranſported 
with Joy at theſe Words, embraced his 
Daughter, prais'd the noble Reſolution 
ſhe had taken, and hugging himſelf for the 


Succeſs of his Stratagem, made haſte to 


gratify my Rival's Deſires. 


Thus was Donna Helena raviſn'd from 


me. She reſign'd her ſelf up raſhly to 


Combados without N EG to her Love, 


which pleaded for me in the bottom of her 
Heart; without even doubting one minute 


of a Report which ought not to have met 
with ſo much Credulity in a Lover. The 
haughty Woman. only gave Ear to her 
Pride; the Reſentment of the Injury ſhe | 
imagin'd I had done. her Beauty, got the 


better of her Paſſion. However, ſome 
Days after her Marriage, ſhe felt ſome Re- 
morſe for having been ſo haſty. It came 
into her Head that the. Merchant's Letter 


might be forg'd, and this ig ry caus'd 


her a great deal of Diſquiet. But the amo- 


rous Don Blas did not leave his Wife Time 
to nouriſh any Thoughts contrary to her 
Repoſe. He only thought how to amuſe 


her, and he ſucceeded by a continual — 
2 
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of different Diverſions which he had the 
Art to invent. og 
She ſeem'd very well fatisfied with ſo 


gallant a Spouſe, and they both liv'd in 


perfect Union, when my Aunt made up 
my Affair with Don Auguſtin's Relations. 
She wrote immediately to /taly, to give 
me Advice thereof. I was then at Reggio 
in the lower Calabria; I croſs'd over into 
Sicily, and from thence to Spain; in fine, I 
reach'd Coria mounted. on the Wings of 
Love. Donna Eleonora not having inform'd 
me of the Marriage of Don George's Daugh- 
ter, acquainted me with it at my Return, 
and obſerving that it afflicted me: You are 
in the wrong, Nephew (ſaid ſhe) to ſeem 
ſo ſenſible of the Loſs of a Lady who could 
not keep faithful to you. Be ruld by me; 
baniſh from your Memory a Perſon who 


is not worthy to have a Place there. 


As my Aunt was ignorant of Donna 
Helena's being impos'd on, ſhe was in the 
right to ſpeak thus to me, and cou'd not 
have given me better Counſel. Accor- 
dingly I promis'd to follow it, or at leaſt 
to affect an Air of Indifference, if I were 
not capable of conquering my Paſſion. 
However I cou'd not reſiſt the Curioſity 
to know after what manner this Marriage 
had been brought about. In order to in- 
form my ſelf, I reſolv'd to addreſs my ſelf 

| | 7" 


304 
to Felicia's Friend, that is to ſay, Theodo- 


ra, whom I have before mentioned. I went 


to her, and by chance found Felicia there, 


who expecting nothing leſs than the ſight 
of me, was confounded, and wou'd have 
fled, to have avoided the Explanation ſhe 
rightly judg'd I ſhould demand of her. 1 
ſtopt her; Why do you fly me? (aid | 


I:) Is not the perjur'd Helena ſatisfied with 


having ſacrific'd me? Has ſhe forbid your 
hearing my Complaints? Or do you only 


ſtrive to avoid me, to make your Court to 


an Ingrate for. having refus'd to give Ear 


to them? bs 8 
My Lord, (replied the Maid) I will 
own to you ingenuouſly, that your Pre- 
ſence confounds me. I can't ſee you a- 
gain without being diſtracted with Re- 
morſe. My Miſtreſs has been deceived, 
and I have had the Misfortune to be an 
Accomplice to the Fraud. O Heavens! 


(cry'd1 out in a Surprize) what do you dare 


to tell me? Then the Wench gave me an 
Account of the Stratagem Cambados had 
uſed to deprive me of Donna Helena; and 
perceiving that her Recital pierced me to 
the Heart, ſhe ſaid her utmoſt to comfort 
me; ſhe even offered me her good Offices 
to her Miſtreſs, promiſing to diſabuſe her, 
to paint my Deſpair to her; in ſliort, to 
ſpare no Pains to mitigate the Rigour of 


my 
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my Deſtiny; in fine, ſhe gave me ſuch 
Hopes as a little alleviated my Pains. 
I paſs over the infinite Contradictions 
ſhe met with from Donna Helena, in at- 
tempting to gain her Conſent to ſee me : 
However ſhe compaſs'd her Ends. It was 
reſolv'd between them that I ſhould be let 
in ſecretly to Don Blass, the firſt Time 
he went to an Eſtate, where he us'd to 
o from time to time a hunting, and ſtaid 
generally. a Day or two. This Deſign. 
was ſoon executed: The Husband ſet out 
tor the Country. Care was taken to in- 
form me of it and introduce me one Night. 
into his. Wite's Apartment. . 
I would have begun the Converſation by 
Reproaches, but they ſtopt my Mouth. 
is in vain (ſaid the Lady to call back 
to mind what is paſs'd. I is not now our 
Buſincſs to move each other to compaſſion, 
and you are in an Error, if you think me. 
dispos'd to flatter your Inclinations. I de- 
clare to you Don Gaſton, I have given my 
Conſent to. this ſecret Interview, I have. 
yielded to the Intreaties that have been. 
made me, only to tell you in. Perfon that. 
for the future you muſt only think of for- 
getting me. Perhaps I ſhould be better. ſa- 
tisfied with my Fate, if 'twere united to 
yours, but ſince Heav'n has ordain'd it. 
otherwiſe, I will obey its Decrees. 5 
„„ What, 
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What, Madam (replied I) is it not e- 
| ins to have loſt you? Is it not enough 
to {ee the happy Don Blas quiet Poſſeſſor 


of the only Perſon I could love, muſt I 


alſo baniſh you my Thoughts? Wou'd you | 


deprive me of my Love, and rob me of 
the only good J have left? Ah, Cruel, do 
you think that it's poſſible for a Man whom 


you have once inſlay'd to recover his Heart? 


Know your own Power better than you 
do, and ceaſe vainly exhorting me to eraſe 


you out of my Remembrance. Well then 


(anſwer'd ſhe with Precipitation) ceaſe al- 


fo hoping that I will repay your Paſſion 
with any Acknowledgment. I have but 


one Word to ſay to you: The Wife of 
Don Blas ſhall never be Don Gaſton's Miſ- 
trels. Take your Meaſures thereupon. 


Fly: Let us quickly end a Converſation 


wherewith I reproach my ſelf, ſpite of the 
Purity of my Intentions, and which I 
ſhou'd think it a Crime to prolong. 


At theſe Words, which depriv'd me of 


all Hope, I fell at the Lady's Feet. I 


ſpoke in the moſt moving Terms I cou'd. 


think of, and employ'd even Tears to ſof- 
ten her. But all this only conduced per- 
haps to excite ſome Sentiments of Pity, 
which 'ſhe was very careful not to diſco- 
ver, and which were ſacrificed to her 
Duty. Having in vain uſed all manner of 

9 5 tender 
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tender Expreſſions, Prayers, and Tears, 
my Love chang'd on a ſudden into Fury. 
i drew my Sword to kill my ſelf before the 
Eyes of the inexorable Fair, who no ſooner 
perceiv'd my Action then ſhe threw her- 
ſelf upon me to prevent the Conlequences. 
Stop Cogollos (ſaid ſhe) is it thus you take 
care of my Reputation? By thus taking 
away your Life you go to diſhonour me, 
and make my Husband paſs for an Aſ- 
ſaſſin. | 

Far from giving the Attention they de- 
ſery'd to theſe Words, in the. Deſpair I 
was in, I only thought how to elude the 
Attempts the Miſtreſs and the Seryant 
made to ſave me from my. ſelf. And un- 
doubtedly I ſhould have ſucceeded but too 
ſoon, if Don Blas, who had been appriz d 
of our Interview, and who inſtead of go- 
ing into the Country, had hid himſelf. be- 
hind the Hangings to hear our Diſcourſe, 
had not come quickly to join them. Don 
Gaſton cry'd he, (ſeizing on my Arm) re- 
call your baniſh'd Reaſon, and don't ſname- 
fully give way to the furious Paſſion that 
agitates you. | 5 
I interrupted Combados. Is it for you. 
(ſaid I) to divert me from my Reſolution? 
You ought rather your ſelf to plunge a 
Poniard in my Breaſt, My Love, unfor- 
tunate as it is, is offenſive to you. Is it 


Jo} The Hisrony Book Ill. 


not enough you ſurprize me in your Wife's 


Apartment? Needs there any more to in- 


cite you to revenge? Kill me, to rid your 
{elf of a Man who muſt adore Helena till he 


ceaſes to live. In vain (replied Don Blas) 


do you endeavour to engage my Honour 
to put you to Death. You are ſufficiently 


puniſt'd for your Rathneſs, and J am fo 


well fatisfied with my Wife for her vir- 


tuous Sentiments, that I pardon the Occa- 
ſion ſhe has taken to make them known. 


Be advis'd by me, Cogollos (continu'd he) 
don't yield to your Deſpair like a faint- 


hearted. Lover; rather couragiouſly ſub- 


mir to Neceffity. © - 
By ſuch like Diſcourſes the prudent Ga- 


lician appeas'd my Paſſion, by little and lit- | 


tle, and reviv'd again my Virtue. I with- 
drew with an Intent to abſent my ſelf from 
Helena, and. the Places where ſhe reſided, 
and two Days afterwards I return'd to Ma- 
arid. There, reſolving no more to mind 
ought but making my Fortune, I began to 
appear at Court, and procure my ſelf 


Friends. But I had the ill Fortune to at- 


tach my ſelf particularly to the Marquis 4% 
FVillareal a Nobleman of the firſt Rank in 


Portugal, who is now confin'd in the Ca- 


ſtle of Alicant on ſuſpicion of intending 
to deliver that Kingdom from the Sub- 


jection of Spain. As the Duke de Lerma 
5 5 knew 
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knew that I had enter'd into a ſtrict Friend- 
ſhip with this Lord, he had me ſeiz'd and 
brought hither. That Miniſter believes, 
that I wou'd be an Accomplice to ſuch a 
Deſign; he cou'd not have done a more 
ſenſible Outrage to a Man who is of no- 
ble Rank, and a Caſtilian. © 
Don Gaſton left ſpeaking at theſe Words. 
After which, to comfort him, I ſaid: 
Signior Cavalier, your Honour cannot ſuf- 
fer by this Diſgrace, which in the End 
will certainly turn to your Advantage. 
When the Duke de Lerma is once infor- 
med of your Innocence, he will not fail 
to give you a conſiderable Employment, 
to re-eſtabliſh the Reputation of a Gentle- 
man unjuſtly accus'd of Treaſon, 


CHAS On 


Scipio comes to the Tower of Segovia, 
ro look for Gil Blas, and informs 
him of a great deal of News. 


JUR farther Converſation was inter- 
rupted by Torde/illas, who enter'd the 
Room and addreſs'd himſelf to me thus. 
Signior Gi] Blas, I am juſt come from a 
young Fellow who has been at this Priſon 
Gate, and ask'd if you was not here un- 
der Confinement ; and « 5 50 my having re- 
fus'd ro ſatisfy his Curiofity, he feem'd ve- 
ry much mortified. Noble Governour 
(laid he, with Tears in his Eyes) don't re- 
fuſe my humble Petition to be inform'd 
whether the Signior de Santillane is here. 
I am his Head Servant, and you will do 
a charitable Action in ſuffering me to ſee 
him. You pals in Segovia for a Gentle- 
man full of Humanity, I hope you will 
not deny me the Favour of ſpeaking a 
Minute with my dear Maſter, who is more 
Unfortunatethan Criminal. In ſhort, (con- 
tinu'd Don Andrea) the young Man has 
expreſs'd ſuch a Deſire to have a Word 
with you, that I have promis'd him that 
Satisfaction this Night. Ds 


* 
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„„ / On 


Be good Fortune for you, I had the Ad- 
| 7 dreſs 
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I aſſur'd Tordeſillas that he cou'd not do 
me a greater Pleaſure than in letting me ſee 
that Servant, who probably might have 
ſomething of Importance to tell me. I 


impatiently expected the moment when 1 


ſhou'd again have a Sight of my faithful 
Scipio, for I made no doubt but *twas him, 


nor was I deceiv'd. He was admitted in- 


to the Tower at Night, and when he per- 
ceiv'd me he broke out into extraordinary 
Tranſports of Joy, which were only to be 
equal'd by mine. As for me I was ſo ra- 
viſh'd at his Sight, that I ftretch'd out my 
Arms to him, and he claſp'd me in his 
without Ceremony. The Maſter and the 
Secretary were confounded in this Em- 
brace, ſo glad were they to ſee each o- 
ther. 


When we had both a little diſengag'd 


our ſelves, I enquir'd of Scipio in what 
Condition he had left my Houſe : You 
have no longer any (anſwer'd he) and to 
{pare you the Pains of asking Queſtion up- 
on Queſtion, I'll tell you in two Words 
what has paſt at your Home. Your Effects 
have been plunder'd both by the Algua- 
zils Men and your own Domeſticks, who 
looking | 
loſt, have taken all they could lay their 
Hands upon on Fruft for their Wages. 


upon you as one already quite 
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dreſs to ſave from their Clutches two 
large Bags of double Piſtoles, which I got 
out of your ſtrong Box, and are in Safety. 
Salero, to whom I have intruſted them, 
will reſtore them to you when you get 
out of this Tower, where I believe you 
will not be long a Penſioner to his Maje- 
fty, ſince you were ſeiz d without the Duke 
Eng Fenty. 5 oo. 5 
I ask*d Scipio how he knew his Excel- 
lency had no ſhare in my Diſgrace. O (re- 
ply'd he) that's a Thing whereof I am ve- 
ry well inform'd. One of my Friends, 
who is Confident to the Duke d Veda 
has told me all the Circumſtances of your 
Impriſonment. C 
ving diſcover'd by the means of a Yalet, 
that thre Sennora Sirena receiv'd the Prince 
of Spain in the Night under another Name, 
and that *twas the Count de Lemos who 
manag'd this Intrigue, by the Interpoſition 
of the Signior de Santillane, reſolv'd to 
revenge himſelf .both of them and his 
Miſtreſs. That he might the better ſuc- 
ceed herein, he goes ſecretly to the Duke 
d*'Uzeda and diſcovers all to him. The 
Duke,  raviſh'd to have fo fine an Oppor- 
tunity to ruin his Enemy, fail'd not to take 
the Advantage of it. He inform'd the 


King of what he had juſt been told, and 


repreſented to him in ſuch lively Colours 
| ee 


Calderona (ſaid he) ha- 
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the Dangers to which the Prince had been 
expos'd, that he rous'd his Majeſty's An- 
ger. So that he immediately had Sirena 
confin'd in the Convent des Filles Repen- 
tes; baniſh'd the Count de Lemos, and 
condemn'd Gil Blas to perpetual Impri- 
fonmenb; i d <a 5 12 5 
This (continu'd Scipio) is what my Friend 
has told me; whereby you ſee your Miſ- 
fortune is the handy-work of the Duke 
4 Nzeda, or, to ſpeak more properly, of 
Calderona. V : 


I I judg'd by this Diſcourſe, that my Af- 


fairs might in time be re-eſtabliſh'd; that 
the Duke de Lerma, being piqu'd at his Ne- 
phew's Exile, wou'd leave no Stone un- 
turn'd to recal that Nobleman to Court, 
and I flatter'd my ſelf that his Excellency 
would not forget me. Whata fine Thing 
is Hope! It comforted me at once for the 
loſs of my plunder'd Effects, and render'd 


me as gay, as if I had had Reaſon to be ſo. 


For from looking upon my Priſon as an 
unfortunate Lodging, where I might per- 
haps end my Days; it ſeem'd rather to me 
the Means Fortune would make uſe of, 
to raiſe me to ſome grout Poſt. For I 
reaſon'd within my ſelf after this manner: 
Don Fernando Borgia, Father Jerome of 
Florence, and eſpecially Friar Louis of A- 
liaga (who is oblig'd to him for his Place 
Vo L. III. = about 


Contributed as much to the ſudden 
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about the King) are of the Prime Miniſter's 
Party. With the Help of theſe powerful 
Friends, his Excellency will overrhrow all 
Bis Enemies; or elſe rhe Face of Affairs 
may be very ſoon alter'd:; His Majeſty's 

Health is very preearious. As ſoon as he 
is dead, the Prince will begin his Reign by 
recalling the Count 4s Lenos, who will 
immediately releafe tne hence, and preſent 

me to the New Monarch, who will over- 
load me with Favours. Thus: being alrea- 
dy full of the pleaſing Hope of what was 
to come, I hardly any longer felt my pre- 
fent Evils. I believe indeed, that the two 
Bags of Doubloons, which my Secretary 
ſaid he had depoſited with the Goldſmith, 


Change, 

as the Hopes aforementioned. oo 
I was too well ſatisſied with Seipio's 
Zeal and Integrivy not to let him know it; 
I offer'd him half rhe Money he had fav'd 
from the Pillage; Which he refus'd; I ex- 
pect (ſays he) another Mark of your Ace- 
knowledgment. Being as much aſtoniſh'd 
at his Speech as his Refafal, I ask*d what 
I could do for him. Let us never part, 
(replied he ;) let me wnite my Fortune ro 
yours; I have ſuch an Affection for you, 
as I never before had for any Mafter. And 
as for me (ſaid I) my Boy, I' aflure you, 
yon don't love one that is e 
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up with me in this Tower. Thar will be 
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From the firſt moment you came to offer 
me your Service Ilik'd you. We muſt ei- 
ther both of us be born under Libra or Ge- 
mini, which are, as they ſay, the two Con- 
ſtellations that unite Mankind. I willing- 


ly accept of the propgs'd Union and. to 
begin it, I will ask the Keeper to ſhut you 


a great Satisfaction to. me (cry'd hez) you 
haye prevented me; I was going to con- 
me you to deſire thisFavonr your Com- 
any is dearer to me than Liberty: I will 
o ſometimes to Madrid to breathe 
only go ke Air, and fee. if there has ha 
Nl no Change at Court that may be 121 
vourable to you. So that you will Uave in 
me a Confident, 4 Courier, and a Spy all 
mo 
Theſe Advantages were too conſſdexable 
for me to deprive my ſelf of them, Where 
fore I retain'd' with me ſo uſeful a Perfon, 
with the Leave of the obliging Keep ers 
ning would not refuſe me ſo 1 5 1000 
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F 
Of the firſt Journey Scipio took to 
Madrid. What was the Motive and 


- The Conſequences of bis Sickneſs. 


1 F tis generally ſaid that we have no 
1 greater Enemies than our Domeſticks, 
we ought alſo to ſay that 47 757 our beſt 
Friends, when they are faithful and affec- 
tionate. After the Zeal Scipio had ſhew'd 
for my Service, I could only look upon 
him as an * Alter Ego. Wherefore no more 
Subordination between Gi Blas and his Se- 
cretary; no more Ceremonies between them; 


the Succeſs, _ Gil Blas falls /ich. 


they were Chamber-fellows,. and had but 


one Bed and, one Table. 
There was in Scipio's Converſation a- 
bundance of Gaiety, One might juſtly 
have ſirnam'd him he good- humour d young 
Fellow. Beſides this, he had a Head- 
piece, and I found an Advantage in his 
Counſel. Friend (fays I to him one Day) 
1 fancy'd *twould not be amiſs to write to 
the Duke de Lerma; it can produce no 
ill Effect; What are your Thoughts there- 


8 
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* Another My-ſelf. 
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upon? Ay but (replied he) great Men dif- 


fer ſo much from themſelves, from one 


Moment to another, that I am not very 


ſure how your Letter will be receiv'd. How- 
ever I am for your Writing at all Events. 
Altho' the Miniſter loves you, don't depend 
upon his Friendſhip for the Care of calling 
you into his Remembrance. Theſe ſorts 
of Protectors eaſily forget thoſe Perſons 


whom they hear no longer mention'd. 


Altho' this be but too true (anſwer'd I) 
I have a better Opinion of my Patron; I 
know his Goodneſs; and am perſwaded 
that he ſympathizes with my Pains, and 
that they preſent themſelves inceſſantly be- 
fore his Eyes: Without doubt he only 
waits *rill the King's Anger is over, to de- 
liver me out of Priſon. So much the bet- 
ter (rejoin'd he;) I wiſh you may judge 
rightly of his Excellency. Implore then 
his Aſſiſtance in a very moving Letter, I 
en you to give it into his own Hands. 

pon this I immediately call'd for Pen 
and Ink, and compoſed a. Piece of Elo- 
quence which Scipio thought very pathe- 
tick, and Torde/illas extoll'd even above the 
Archbiſhop of Granada's Homilies. 

I flatter'd my ſelf that the Duke of Ler- 
ma wou'd have been touch'd with my me- 
lancholy Account of the miſerable State 
wherein I really was not; and in this Be- 
Oy. "$ lief 
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Hef I diſpatch'd my Courier to Maria, 
who no ſooner got thither than he went 
ro that Miniſter's, where he met with a 
Vulet de Chambre who was my Friend, and 


1 : rocur'd him an Opportunity of ſpeaking 


the Duke. May it pleaſe your Grace 
Haid Scipio to his Excellency, at the ſame 
time preſenting him the Packer wherewith 
he was mtruſted) one of your moſt faith- 
ful Servants who lies upon the Straw in 
a dark Dungeon in the Tower of Segovia, 
moſt humbly conjures you ro read this Let- 
ter, which a Goaler in pity gave him the Op- 
portunity to write. The Miniſter open'd 
the Letter and ran it over; but altho' he 
ſaw therein a Picture capable of ſoftening 
the hardeft Heart, far from ſeeming mov'd 
at it, be fais'd his Voice, and faid with a 
furious Look to the Courier, before ſome 
Perſons who cou'd hear him; Friend, tell 
Santillane that I think him very impudent 
in daring to addreſs himſelf to me, after 
Having been guilty of ſuch an unworthy 
Aion, for Which he is © juſtly chaſtis'd. 
He is a Wretch who: muſt no longer re- 
ly upon my Favour, and whom I abandon 
to the King's Reſentment. 
Scipio, us much Aſſurance as he had, was 
confotthded at this Speech. However in 
ſpire of his Amazement, he wou'd have 
interceded for me: My Lord, (reply'd oh 
10 | 2 Ls 
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this poor Priſoner will die for Grief when 
he hears your Excelleney's Anſwer, The 
Duke made no other Reply ro my Medi- 
ator; but, by fro ning upon him, and turn - 
ing bis Back. Thus did this Miniſter treat 
me, the better to hide the Part he had in 
the Prince of Spain's amorous Intrigue; 
and this is what all petty Agents ought to 
expect, who are employ'd by great Men in 
their ſecret and dangerous Negotiations. * 
When my Secretary return'd to Segovia, 
and inform'd me oſ the Suceeſs of his Com- 
miſſion, I was again N in that dread- 
ful Abyſs wherein I found my ſelf the firſt 
Day of my Impriſonment. l even thought 
my ſelf more unhappy, ſince I had no longer 
the Duke of Lerma s Protection. My Cou- 
rage fail'd, and whatever they cou'd lay to 
reſtore it, I became again 2 Prey to the 
deepeſt — which inſenfibly threw 
me into an acute Diſeſe. 
The Keeper, who was concern'd for my 
Preſervation, imagining he could not do 
better than to call in Phyſicians to my aſſiſ- 
tance, brought me two, who had both of 
them very much the Look of being very 
faithful Servants to the Goddeſs * Libitina. 
Signior G Blas (ſaid he) preſenting them 
to me, here are two Sons of Hippocrates, 
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who are come to ſee you, and will recover 


you in a little time. I was fo prepoſſeſt 
againſt all Doctors of Phyſick, that I cer- 
tainly fhou'd have given theſe but a very 
ſcurvy Reception, had | been ever ſo little 
fond of Life. But I was then ſo weary of 
it, that I thought my ſelf obliged to Torde- 
fllas for putting me into their Hands. 
Signior Cavalier (ſaid one of theſe Doctors 
to me) you mult before we proceed, repoſe 
a Confidence in us. I do a perfect one (re- 
ply'd I;) with your Aſſiſtance Idowt doubt 
but I ſhall be cur'd of all my Ails in a few 
Days. Yes, with the help of God (rejoin'd 
he) ſo you ſhall; at leaſt we will not be 
wanting in our Endeayours. In effect, theſe 
Gentlemen did their Buſineſs to a Miracle, 
and put me into ſuch a fair way, that I 
was going viſibly to the Stygian Lake. Don 
Andrea deſpairing of my Cure, had already 
brought a Franciſcan to diſpoſe” me to die 
well: Already had the good Father dil- 
eharg*'d that Office and retir'd : And for my 
felf, believing that my laſt Hour was nigh, 
I made a fign to Scipio to draw near my 
Bed. Dear Friend (faid I, with a dying 
Voice, ſo much was I weaken'd by their 

Medicines and Bleedings) I leave you one 

of the Bags that are at Gabriel's, and I con- 
jure you to carry the other into Aſturia, 


to my Father and Mother, who muſt be 


in 
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in need of it, if yet alive. But alas I am 
much afraid they. cou'd not ſupport under 
my Ingratitude. The Report Muſcada 
made them of my unnatural Behaviour, 
has perhaps been the Cauſe of their Death. 
If Heaven has preſerved them in ſpite of 
the Indifference where with I repaid. their 
Tenderneſs, you may give them the Bag 
of Doubloons, and beg them in my Name 
to forgive me for not uſing them better; 
and if they are no longer living, I charge 
you to employ this Money in having Maſſes. 
ſaid both for the Repoſe of their Souls 
and my own. Having thus ſaid. I reach'd 
out one Hand, which he bath'd in Tears, 
without being able to anſwer me one: 
Word, fo much was the poor young Fel- 
low afflicted for my Loſs. This proves 
that the Tears of an Heir are not always: 
Smiles hid under a Mask. Pe p 

I expected then to make my Exit, ne- 
vertheleſs I was deceiv'd in my Expecta- 
tion. My Doctors having quitted me, 
and left Nature at liberty to operate, ſav'd 
me by that Means. The Fever which 
they prognoſticated was to carry me off, 
went away, as it were to give them the 
Lye. I recover'd by little and little, and 
by the greateſt good Fortune in the world, 
my illneſs was ſucceeded by a. perfect 
Tranquillity of Mind. I had then no need: 


— 
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of being Comforted, I preſerv'd all the 
Contempt for Riches and Honours that 


the Opinish of an approaching Death had 


inſtill'd into me, and being reſtor'd to my 


ſelf, I bleſs'd my Diſgrace. I thank d 
Heav'n for it as for a particular Favour, 
and took a firm Reſolution to return no 
more to Court, even if the Duke of Lerma 
wou'd recal me. I rather propos'd to my 
ſelf, if ever I got out of Priſon, to buy a 
Cottage and live like a Philoſopher. 
My Confident approv'd of my Deſign, 
and told me that to haſten. the Execution 
of it, he intended to return to Madrid to 
ſolicite my Enlargement. I have a Thought 


know 4 Petſon that may ſerve you. Tis 


the favourite Maid to the Prince of Spain's 


Nurſe; a Girl of Wit. I will ſet her to 
work for you upon her Miſtreſs; I will try 
all means to releaſe you from this Tower, 


which is till but a Prifon, however well 


treated yow are therein. You are in the 


right (repiy'd I;) go Friend, begin your 
Negotiation without loling Time: Would 
to Heav'n we were already in our Retire- 
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CHAP. 1x. 


Scipio returns to Madrid. How and 


upon what Conditions he had Gil 
Blas reſtor'd te Liberty. Where 
they both went on parting from the 


Tower of Segovia, and what Con- 


. wer/ation paſs'd between them. 
CIPIO then ſet out again for Madrid, 


8 and in the mean Time I, in expectation 
of his Rafe PHY my, ſelf to reading. 
Tordefillas furniſh'd me with more Books 


than I deſired; which he borrow'd of an 
old Commander who cou'd not read, and: 
yet had a fine Library to give himſelf the 


air of a learned Man. Above all I liked 


the good moral Authors, becauſe I found 
every Minute in them ſomething that flat-- 


ter d my Averſion to the Court, and my 
Dee 4" | 
I ſpent three Weeks without hearing a. 
Word of my er, who at laſt re- 


rurn'd, and ſaid with a gay Air, For this 
Time gignior de Hantillane 1 bring you 
good News, The Nurſe will eſpouſe your: 
intereſt. Her Maid, at my Intreaty, and: 
for a hundred. Piſtoles which I have con- 
Ggn'd. to her, has had the Goodneſs to- 
ſmeak. 
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ſpeak to the Prince of Spain for your En- 
largement z and the Prince who, as I've 
often told you, can deny her nothing, has 
promis'd to beg the King his Father to 
z1cleaſe you. I came as ſoon as poſſible to 
tell you the News, and am going ſtraight 
back again, to. put. the. finiſhing Stroke 
to my Work. At theſe Words he left 


4 


me, and ſet out for Court. 


* 
* 


His third Journey was not long; I faw 
my Gentleman return at the Week's end, 
with advice that the Prince had obtain'd 
my Liberty of the King, but not without 
Trouble. This was confirm'd to me the 
fame Day by the Keeper, who came to 
embrace me, and told me, My dear G11 
Blas, Heav'n be thank'd you are free. 
The Priſon Doors are open for you, bur 
tis upon two Conditions which perhaps 

will caufe you "TO deal of Trouble, 
and which I am oblig'd to tell you with 
Regret. His Majefty forbids your appear- 
ing at Court, and orders you to quit both 
the Cafiiles in a Month: I am very much 
mortified that they have forbid you the 
Court. And I am glad of it (reply'd I.) 
God knows my Thoughts; I expected but 
one Favour from the King, and he has 
„% 1 RT 20 372) 
Being aſſur'd then that J was no longer 
a Priſoner, 1 hired two Mules, whereon 
—_— my 
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my Confident and I mounted next Day, 
after I had taken leave of Copollos, and 
thank'd Tordeſtllas a thouſand Times for 
all the Teſtimonies of Friendſhip I had re- 
ceiv'd from him. We ſet out gaily, for 
Madrid, to draw our two Bags, which 
had each of them five hundred Doubloons, 
out of Signior Gabriels Hands. As we 
were upon the Road, my Aſſociate ſaid 
to me, if we are not Rich enough to pur- 
chaſe a magnificent Eſtate, at leaſt we may 
buy a Competency. If we fhou'd have 
but a Hut, (reply'd Þ I ſhou'd be ſatisfied 
with my Lot. Tho' J am hardly in the 
middle of my Age, I find my ſelf diſguſted 
with the World, and I defign for the 
future, only to live for my ſelf. Beſides 
this, let me tell you I have form'd to my 
ſelf an agreeable Notion of a rural Life, 
an Idea that raviſhes me, and makes 
enjoy it beforchand. Methinks I already 
fee the Meadows enameFd, hear the Nigh- 
tingales ſing, and the Rivulets murmur : 
At one time I imagine I am diverting my 
ſelf a hunting, and at another time a fiſh- 
ing. Fancy to your ſelf the different Plea- 
ſures that wait us in our Solitude, and you 
will be charm'd as well as me. As to our 
Food, the plaineſt will be the beſt. A 
Mouth-full of Bread may ſatisfy us when 
we are oppreſs'd with Hunger. We;ſhall 
2 E & cat 
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eat it with an Appetite that will make us 
think it excellent. Pleaſure don't conſiſt 
in the Delicacy of exquiſite Viands, it is 
. all within our ſelves; and this is ſo true, 
that I don't make my beſt Meals at Tables 


that I ſee furnidh/d: with the man Raunen 
and Plenty 7. . 
With your leave Signior Gi Bias, (aid 
my Secretary interrupting me) I am not 
altogether of your Mind about this pre- 
ed Frugality to. which you bid me 
welcome. Why muſt we live like Diogenes ? 
If we don't fare ſo very hard, we ſhall be 
never the more unhealthy. Be advis'd by 
me, ſince we have (God be thank'd) where · 
with to render our Retirement agreeable, 
don't let us make it the Abode ot Famine 
and Poverty. Aſſoon as we have bought” 
an Eſtate, let us ſtock it with good Wines, 
. other Proviſions that are proper for 
of Wit, who don't quit the Conver- 
ſation of Men to renounce the Convenien- 
cies of Life, but rather to enjoy them with 
ny eater Tranquillity. hat one has in 
ouſe, fays Hefiod,. don't make us nneafy,. 
— what one bas not may: Nas better, 
continues he, 10 b in Poſ/effiou: of all things. 
nacelſary at ones. f- than aue eee 10 
have them. 
What the Devil Mr. nne (abe 6504 : 
ü rerrupring him 1 turn you underitand 


the 
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the Greek Poets! pray where did you get 
acquainted - with Hefod? At a learned 
Man's (reply'd he.) I ſerv'd a Pedant ſome 
time at Salamanca, who was a great Com- +: 
mentator. He wou'd make you a large 
Volume in the twinkling of an Eye. He 
compos'd it of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
Paſſages, which he extracted from the 
Books in his Library, and tranſlated into 
Spaniſu. As I was his Tranſcriber, I have 
retain'd I don't know how many Sentences, 
as remarkable as that I have juſt quoted. 
If it be fo (anſwer' d I) you have your Me- 
mory well embelliſh'd. But to return to- 
our Project; in which of the Spaniſb King- 
doms do you think proper for us to ſettle 
our Philoſophical Reſidence? I declare for 
Arragon (reply d my Confident). We may 
find there abundance of j FRO. 
where we may lead a delicious Life, Well 
then (ſays 1) ſo be it, let us ſtop at Arra- 
gen; I conſent to it. May we find an 
Abode there which may ſupply: us with all 
2 Pleaſures whereof my Imagination is ſo 
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. 
Madrid. ho Gil Blas met in the 


Street, and what Succeſs attended 
this Rencounter. 


EIN G come to Madrid, we alighted 


V at a little ready - furniſn'd Houſe, where 
Scipio had lodg'd in his Journeys thither; 
and the firſt thing we did was to go to 
Salero's, to draw our Doubloons out of his 
Hands. He receiv'd us perfectly well, 
and expreſs'd a great deal of Joy at ſeeing 
me at Liberty. I proteſt (continu'd he) 1 
was ſo ſenſible of your Diſgrace, that it 
gave me a Diſguſt to an Alliance with 


ourtiers. Their Fortunes are too much 


like Caſtles in the Air; for which Reaſon 
J have married my Daughter Gabriela to a 
rich Merchant. Vou have done very well 
(reply d I;) for, beſides his Fortunes being 
upon a more ſolid Bottom, a Citizen who 


becomes Father- in- law to a Man of Qua- 
lity, is not always contented with the 
Gentleman his Son- in- law. 

Then changing the Diſcourſe, and com- 


ing to the Matter in hand; Signior Ga- 


briel (continu'd I) do us the Favour, if you 


pleaſe, to deliver us the two thouſand Pil- 
EE EE © Fo roles | 
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toles that . . . Your Money is all 
ready (ſaid he, interrupting me;) and car- 
rying us to his Cabinet he ſhew'd us two 
Bags, whereon theſe Words were written 
on Tickets: Theſe Bags of Doubloons belong 
to Signior Gil Blas de Santillane. There 
(ſaid he) there is your Money as it was in- 
truſted with me. 1 
E thank'd Salero for the Favour he had 
done me, and being very well comforted 
for the loſs of his Daughter, we carry'd 
off the Bags to our Lodging, where we 
ſet about counting our double Piſtoles. 
The Sum was right within fifty, which 
had been disburs'd for the Purchaſe of my 
Liberty. We now only thought of putting 
our ſelves in a Condition to go to Arragon. 
My Secretary took upon him the Charge of 
buying a Calaſh and two Mules; and on 
my Side I made a Proviſion of Linen and 
Clothes. Whilſt I was thus employ'd in 
running up and down the Streets, and 
making my Bargains, I met the Baron de 
Steinbach, the Officer of the German Guard 
with whom Don Alphonſo had been brought 
"I ſaluted the German Cavalier, who 
having alſo recollected me, came to me 
and embraced me: I am extreme joyful 
(ſaid I) to ſee your Lordihip in the beſt 
Health in the World, and at the ſame 
ALES 5 : ; time 
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time to have an Opportunity to learn News 
of Signior Don Caſar, and Don Alphonſo 
de Leyva. I can give you a certain Ac- 
count of them (anſwer' d he) ſince they 
are both actually at Madrid, and what is 
more, lodg'd at my Houſe. Tis about 
three kane fiance. hes came to this City, 
to thank his Majeſty for a. Favour Don 
AHlphanſo has receiv'd in acknowledgment 
of the Favours his Anceſtors have done the 
State. He has been made Governor of Va- 
| kencia, without having ask'd that Poſt, or 
defired any one to ſolicit for him. No- 
thing cou'd be more gracious; and this 
Mews that our Monarch loves to reward 
Valour-. 1 496! 

Altho' I knew better 5 Steinbach what 
to think of it, I did not ſeem to have the 
leaſt Knowledge in the World of what he 
told me. But I expreſsd ſuch! a prodi- 
gious Impatience to pay my Reſpects to my 
old Mafters, that he carried me directly 
to his Houſe to ſatisfy me. I had a deſire 
to try Don Alphonſo, and judge by the Re- 
ception he gave me, whether 5 had ſtill 
any Affection remaining for me. I found 
bim in a Parlour playing at Cheſs with the 
Baroneſs de Steinbach. He left his Game 
aſſoon as he ſaw me, and advancing to- 
wards me in & Tranſport, he. claſp'd me 


wound the Neck, and ſaid with an Ain 
chat 
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that ſhew'd a real Tranſport, Santillane, 
you are then ar laſt reſtored to me, I am 
overjoy'd at it Twas not my Fault we 


did not keep together; I beg'd you, if you 


remember, not to leave the Caſtle of Leyva, 


but you did not regard my Requeſt. How - 


ever I don't blame you; I even take the 
Motive of your Retreat kindly. But you 


ought to have let me heard from: you ſince 


that time, and have ſav'd me the Pains of 
fearching in vain for you at Grenada, where 
my. Brother-in-law- Don Fernando ſent me 
Word you were-ſctthed};/ i 
After this little Reproach, (continu'd he) 
tell me what you do at Madrid, undoubt- 


edly you have ſome Employment here. 
Be affur'd that I intereſt my ſelf more than 


ever in your Welfare. My Lord (an- 


ſwer'd I) 'tis not yet four Months that 1 


had a pretty conſiderable Poſt at Court. I 
had the Honour of being Secretary and 


Confident to the Duke 4% Lerma. Is it 


poſſible (cry'd Don Alphonſo, in an ex- 
treme Amazement !) what, was you in- 
truſted with that Prime-Miniſter's Secrets? 
I gain'd his Favour, (reply'd I) and I loſt 


it after the manner I am going to relate to 


you. Then I told him all the Story, and I 
finiſn'd my Recital at the Reſolution I had 


taken to buy me a Cottage, with the little 1 
had left of my former Proſperity, and to live 
there a retired Life. Don 
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Don Ceſars Son having liten'd to me 
with a great deal of Attention, made an- 
ſwer; Dear Gil Blas, you know [I have al- 
ways lov'd you; 1m ſhall no longer be 
Fortune's 5 — I'll ſet you above 
her Power, making you Maſter of an 
Eſtate — ſhe can't deprive you: Since 
you defign to live in the Country, I give 
you a little piece of Land which we have 
near Llirias, four Leagues from Valencia. 
You know it. Tis a Preſent we can make 
you, without any Inconvenience to our 
ſelves. I dare. anſwer for it my Father 
won't contradict me, and that *rwill be a 
fenſible Pleaſure to Seraphina. 

I threw my ſelf at the Feet of Don A 
abonſo, who rais'd me in a Moment. I 
Kiſs'd his Hand, and being more charm'd 
with his Good-will than his Preſent: ' My 
Lord (ſaid I) your Behaviour raviſhes me. 


The Gift you have made me is fo much 
the more agreeable, as it precedes the 


Knowledge of a Service I have done you; 
and I wou'd rather owe it to your Genero- 


fity than Gratitude. My Governor was a 
little ſurpriz'd at this Diſcourſe, and did 


not fail asking me what this pretended Ser- 
vice Was. I inform'd him, and gave him an 
Account that redoubled his Aſtoniſhment. 
He was far from thinking, as well as the 
| Baron de Steinbach, that the Government 
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of Valencia had been given him by my In- 
tereſt. However, not being able any lon- 
ger to doubt it; Gi Blas (ſaid he) ſince 
tis to you I owe. my Poſt, I don't deſign 
to confine my ſelf to the little Eſtate at 
Llirias; I offer you beſides that a Penſion 
of two thouſand Ducats a Year. 01387 

- Hold there Signior Don Alphonſo (cried 
I; — at theſe Words) don't 
revive again my Covetouſneſs. Riches are 
only proper to corrupt the Morals; I have 
experienc'd it but too much. I willingly 
accept of your little Competency at Llirias, 
I ſhall live there commodiouſly with the 
Money I have elſewhere. But that is enough, 
and far from defiring more, I ſhou'd ſoon- 
er conſent to loſe what Superfluity I'poſ- 
ſeſs. Riches are but a Burden in a Retire- 
ment, where one deſires only Tranquillity. 
Whilſt we were talking at this rate, Don 
Cæſar came in, who ſhew'd no leſs Joy at 
the Sight of me than his Son; and when 
he was acquainted with the Obligation his 
Family had to me, he preſs'd me to accept 
the Penſioa; which I again refus' d. is 
ſhort, the Father and the Son carried me 
to a Notary, where the Grant was drawn 
up, which they both ſign'd with more Plea- 
ſure than they wou'd have done any Deed 
that had been to their Profit. When the 
Contract was diſpatch'd, they deliver'd ir 


re 


9 
HE 
9 


| haſte to quit the World, and 
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into my Hands, telling me the Eftate at 
Llinias was no longer theirs, and that 1 
might go and take Foſſeſſion when I pleas'd. 
After this, they return'd to the Baron de 
Steinbach's, and I flew to my Lodging, 


| where I raviſh'd my Secretary with Admi- 


ration, when I told him that we had an 


Eftate in the Kingdom of Valencia, and in- 


form'd-him after what manner I had made 
the Acquiſition. How much may this In- 
heritance be worth? ſaid he. Five hun- 
dred Ducats a Vear (anſwer d I) and I can 
affure you tis an amiablie Solitude. I know 

it, by having been there ſeveral times, as 


— to the Lords of Leyva. 10 a 


_ little Houſe on the Banks of the Cuadala- 


dan, in a Hamlet re, — r 
and a charming Oountry. 

What pleaſes me yet — (eryd Bris 
PTY is, that „„ = 00a ee 
fowl, with Bonocarlo Wine, and exqui- 
ſite Muſcadine. Come my Patron, let — 
1 1 much irhin = 

e. I Want as o re as 

hee (reply'd I;) but 4 muſt fiſt take a 
Journey into Aguria. My Father and Mo- 
ther are in no very good Condition there, 
I intend to go feek' 3 to carry them to 
Liirins, > ore vc ea latter 
s in Quiet. Heaven has per aps pro- 
vided me his Place of Refuge ſor their 


Reception, - 
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Reception, and will puniſh me if I ſhou'd 
 negle& it. Scipio approv'd very much of 
my Defign, and even incited me to put it 
in Execution. Let us loſe no Time (ſaid 
he) I have already ſecured a Calaſh, let us 
buy Mules ſpeedily, -and take the Road to 
Oviedo. Yes, Friend (reply'd I) let us go 
as ſoon as poſſible. I think it an indiſpen- 
ſible Duty to ſhare the Pleaſures of my Re- 


tirement with the Authors of my Birth. 


Our Journey won't be long; we ſhall ſoon 
ſee one another at our Hamlet; and when I 
et there, I will write over the Door of 


my Houſe theſe two Latin Verſes in Golden 


Letters, 


Inveni Portum, Spes Fortuna valete, 
Sat me luſiſtis; ludite nunc alios. 
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